Bhutto Visits Iran and Pakistan to Persuade 
Regional Powers t« Jki O^sWoa to Taleban 

Afghan Government Makes Slight Advances Against Opponents Bhutto's Diplomacy 



After five weeks of heavy fight- 
ing on the outskirts of Kabul, gov- 
ernment forces defei^ng the city 
maite sonw minor advances against 
the Taleban forces who have put the 
city under siege. The fighting has 
coincided with an intensive Paki- 
stani diplomatic effort to oust the 
Afghan govonun^t whtc^ has in- 
volved visits by Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto to both Iran 
and Uzbekistan and a visit by the 
Pakistani foreign minister to areas of 
Afghanistan under rebel control. 

The Taleban launched dozens of 
rocket i^u;ks oa Kabul m early 
Nov^b«- kilUng so^s of civil- 
ians. pro-Government forces were 
however able to push the Taleban 
away from some frontline positions 
south and west of the capital regain- 
ing a number of small villages and 
overrunning more than 20 military 
posts. Ihe Tdete whii^Mtefi 
only three miles from the capital 
were pushed back at least six more 
miles. The government forces have 



also advanced against the forces of 
northern wailcn^ General Abdul 
RashidDust«fflicaptiMn^soiii@»titi- 
tary posts .wm ®ty of Safed 
Kotal in SMMI^»fit)vii^. 

Rabbani's 

On Nov. 7, Afghan President 
Burhannudin Rabbani made an im- 
portant speech in which he repeated 
his willingness to step ^em&mAer 
the conditions that a ceasefire was 
fiMms0mi:»0^ fm&m interfer- 
ence in the country came to an end, 
and an individual or committee 
which all the warring sides could 
agree upon was available to take 
power. A represent^ ve of i» op- 
position Beib i!-^asi faction led 
by Giilbtiddtn Hekmetyar said 
Jlabbani's speech showed that he 
was simply playing for time. The 
Taleban have consistently demanded 
that Rabbani step down before a 
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Tru3t irv Qoi/ 
but tie 



Pakistan's Prime Ministej 

ceasefire and that he hand Benazir Bhutto visited both Iran and 

over to tiiem luid no one e^ Uzbekistan in an attempt to offset 

"We can only accept a transfer of the opposition of both to the stiKienj 

power to the Taleban," Amir Khan n^l^ n^N^ is widely believed tc 

Mutaqqi, a Taleban spokesman said act as an extension of the Pakistani 

from the Taleban headquarters in interior minisuy, 

Kandahar. Iran has descr ibed ths Taleban a^ 

Hiliwr. % ^M, i^id envoy a force created by Pa^taa sup 

MifiifliKSttt l/^ki, has been portfromtheUnitedStatesandSaud 

pressuring Rabbani It resign, an- Arabia whose function is to create 

nounced that he was suspending his trade route from Central Asia to Pa 

mission to the country to allow the kistan which bypasses Iran, 

different Afghan factions to negoti- Iran and Pakistan agreed to boos 

ate among themselves. Mestiri told u-ade and financial ties after Bhutto' 

reporters after meeting RabbiM^ |||v. f ^ i %»» fift^^^t^ an 

dent was about to start indirect negO- trade, investment protection, and th 

tiations with the Taleban. In Octo- setting up of a joint tirade counc 

ber a pro-Rabbani delegation held were signed. However it is doubtfi 

talks with Younis Khalis, the head of that Bhutto was able to convince tl: 

a neuti-al faction of Hezb al-Islami Iranian officials to end their oppos 

and Mohanmiad NaM Mohaimnadi, tion to the Taleban. 

leader of the independent t %Mi and PsJcistan had a ti-ad 

Inqilab-i-Islami. tion of coordinating their policies 

"I got the impression that Rabbani the region," political analyst Chang 

is soon going to start indirect nego- Pahlavansaid. "But Islamabad cor 

, tiations," Mestiri said, "Khalis and | pletely surprised Tehran by launc 

Nabi have already sent a delegation ing the Taleban." 

to Ka^WNM"^ Rabbani Ml going to Bhutto's Nov. 11 trip 

send his people to join them." Uzbekistan came a few days aft 

While the idea of a transfer of 
power is generally accepted by all 



the Afghan factions, there is still no 
agreement on who should lead the 

**We have no perscm in mind. 



the visit of Pakistani Forei{ 
Minister Assef Ahmad Ali 
Mazar-i-Sharif where he met w; 
Abdul Rashid Dustom. Dustom h 
threatened to join the Talebiui ir 
joint effort to oust Rabbani b 



government spokesman Aziz Murad has been held back by Uzbekist 



and Russia, both of whom distn 
the Taleban and provide Dustom w 
the military and financial supp 
which enables him to maintain 
powerful militia. Bhutto was 
buffed by Uzbek President Isl 
Karimov who said the most imp 



told reporters on Nov. 5. "It could 
even be a committee if the right 
people can be found. The only idea 
we have is that there is an agreement 
of all sides." 

Mi»#a#^ ttiat Ms government 
wisnot^ptd lO the Taleban "par- 
ticipating in a committee" but re- tant thing for Afghanistan v 
jected the suggestion that the Taleban to stop "outside interference,' 
take over the presidency or that a 
transfer of power take place before a 
ceMeite. Wm& ^ tm ^irm m 
deiiy repc^ %^ lU^bani {»'o- 
posed handing power ov®^lo j^iilis 
and Khalis himself has not said 
whether or not he is willing to take 
the job. 



clear reference to Pakistan's allej 

support for the Taleban. 

' •• 

MpSLM W@1I1 MoiffTOl 
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Pakistan has found itself in a pe- 
culiarly difficult ^tetim 01^ 
Afghanistan. One, it has pro- 
duced a mess for policy and two, 
it has ^n^d its relations with its clos- 
est, most strategic ally Iran. Bat difficult 
times have fortunately not parahrsed our 
policy makers. To their ci«itt w^ hswfe 
been struggling to get out of the mess. 
Since September hectic diplomatic activ- 
ities have been underway. These have 
vacillated between articulating dedication 
to Afghanistan's right to foreign non-in- 
terference in its internal affedrs, to Presi- 
dent Leghari and Fbreign Minister Sardar 
Aseff in September actually cursing the 
liabbaiu gov^rrah^rtt iif iiing "stupid" 
and trying' to impose i^i^l^"l^§k w^ 
on tlie Afghan people. : , 

ibday, on tiw iipfomatic ifront the ini- 
tiative clearly lies with Tehran. The Ira- 
nian Deputy Foreign Minister Alauddm 
iroiflSFffl r^maiiti ftan's point man on 
Afghanistan. On December 12 he aiiived 
on a few hours trip to Islamabad. He met 
mth Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and 
senior foreign officials. Other than Iran 
agreeing to hold the 1997 OIC Summit in 
PSikistan, in the year Uiat Pakistan com- 
memorates its 50th anniversarj^ »04t 
much else has beien achieved dimag Bro- 
jerdi's visit. . 

The main focus of discussion was, 
where we do go from here on 
Afghanistan? As an.Iranian embassy offi- 
cial put it: "Well, our president had as- 
sured Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto dur- 
ing her last month trip to Iran that we 
wffl matatain regular exchange on our ini- 
tiatives on Afghanistan." Obviously, the 
Prime Minister's decision to receive the 
deputy foreign minister personally is to 
signal the importance that a somewhat 
humbled Islamabad is now attaching to 
perhaps making amends on the 
Afghanistan front. 

Notably, the Prime Minister's meeting 
with Brojerdi also indicates Islamabad's 
realisation that Tehran is no no\dce on 
Afghanistan. If anybody, it is Islamabad 
that is looking slmbby with a problematic 
AfghuR p0iey.^Mefete's Taliban card has 
not yielded the results Islamabad had 
, hoped it would. Even if Rabbani sits in 
Kabtd beyond his December '94 mandate 
he got through the 1993 Islam^a4 Ac- 
|Cord, for now the l^ban force may not 
.earn credit for his ouster. 

The early military victory of the Tal» 
iban predicted by many in Pakistai\ has 
not come. The "good news" within a 
month that the Pakistan foreign irte^r 
ihad promised to some Paikistaiiis pri- 
vately may prove to be a pipe dream. 
"Since December 12 Kabul offensive 
:iagain?t the Jfi^baii continues, .The morp, , 
recent Talibaiv rocket barrage on^the cup- , 
,:ital wajs.respoiided by jets bombing the. 



Taliban positions." In fact, in the recent 
i^s some df their early victories, espe- 
cially around Uie strategic zones of Kabul, 
now appear to have been reversed. 

Interestmgly, on the eve 6i the Iranian 
fbreign minister's arrival Pzddstan's for- 
eign minister was waxing eloquent on the 
conditions in Afghanistan. He said at the 
OIC Foreign Ministers' meeting in 
Guinea: "The situation in the war-torn 
country shows no let up. The internecine 
conflict has intensified, causing unmeMse 
suffering to Afghan people. (For) A coun- 
try which stood by steadfastly witli 
Afghans during the Soviet invasion we 
would like to see peace and stability re- 
stored to Afgh.-uiistan. We h^ve extended 
our support to all efforts for peace in 
Afghanistan, notably 'of OIC and the 
United Nations." i • 

Of course, upon Afghanistan's polfti* 
cal future greatly depends Pakistan's own 
relations with its Western neighbours 
and With all the 1 1 ECO (Economic Co- 
operation Organisation) members with 
whom it envisages mgjor trade relations. 
However, not only is the Afghan sitiiK^Mt' 
a lone "spoiler" for Pakistan, the Indian- 
Central Asian trade connection, too, is of 
concern. 

For example, as the Iranian minister 
m^m in bkmabad. President AM 
Rakhmanov of Tsgikisian arrived in 
India. His visit is dedicated mostly to m- 
creasing India-T^ikistan trade. 
Raklmianov was received by Indian Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao. together they 
discussed ways of strengthening eco- 
nomic ties, increasmg sale of iron ore an# 
cotton from Tajikistan to India. Memo- 
randums of Understanding were signed. 

Tlie thrust, howevw, of Bt^r^'svfeit 
to Islamabad was essentially, to "welcome" 
Pakistan aboard a joint Afghanistan strat- 
egy. "Instead of supporting different 
groups on the ground let^ us work to- 
gether on fmdmg a solution with repre- 
sentation of all Afghan groups, is what 
Brojerdi really said to us," tommented a 
Pakistani official. However, whether this 
tltlfiiate^ ifiO change at on the ground 
level where Pakistan continues to support 
the Taliban while the Iranians support 
their own Hizb-e-Wahdat group as well as 
Rabbani, remains unclear. 

For all the efforts of the UN, tlie OIC 
or any new contraption that is plamied, 
Afglianistan's journey to peace ^ fiever 
begin unless Tehran and Islamabad gen- 
uinely change course and practically join 
hiiftife. But m this unchanged centuries- 
old practice of inter-state power play, vol- 
untary change of any consequence from 
^her side niay not come. 

Only recent ground-le'vel develop- 
ments indicate that Islamabad may actu-^ 
ally be boxed ui a situation from where 
exit, may, only. be possible .byLioining 
liands with kan on maybe Tehran's terms 
— or more hkely to the terms that the 



military situation would dictate. Clearly, 
while Pakistanis jumping into the "deep 
end" on the Afghan situation tflBSi-iha 
again, since 1979 have led to the failure 
of miderstanding the elemenUs and the 

Tehran's approach has been different. 
More astute and less dogmatic but always 
very alert to the changing Afghan sce- 
nario. Significantly, Tehran is now confi- 
dent to squarely spell out its position on 
A^i^stan. Sitting in I^stan, wt«i%>- 
ciferously and also practically has re- 
mained committed to Rabbani 's ouster, 
Brojerdi defended the legithnacy of the 
Rabbani regime. "Our reason and logic 
for consideruig the government of 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and Ahmad Shah 
Masood Ls quite clear. If it was illegitimate 
why would the UN and the OIC (Organi- 
^'^aftto €#4!teiMte®6*lfe^ recognise 
it? We respect tiie mternational bodies," 
pat came the reply from Iran's astute 
l^^l^ntrnt. "Since we consider the Rabbani 
government as legitimate government," 
he added, "that is why we are continu- 
otisfy in contact with it. However, we do 
believe that the goveriunent in 
Afghanistan most represent the ^vishes of 
all the Afghan people. All the Mtgahideen 
groups should have di^ r^rdsent^i^ ftf 
the government." 

Tehran's commitment is total, to not 
only including Rabbani but ensuring Rab- 
bani as a principal partner in any new 
proposed political setup for Kabul. 
• litem's position is pretty much shared 
by Moscow, Dushanbe and Dellu. 

Meanwhile, Islamabad's demand tliat 
Rabbani step down and a yet undefined 
political setup replace him. This is logi- 
cally as well as empirically unsound. After 
all, the Moscow-backed President Na- 
jibullah's ou.ster brought anything but 
peace and development in Afghanistan, i 
In any event for now in Islamabad \ 
there is little optunism on a united Pak- I 
Iran Afghanistan policy Asked if Bro- i 
jerdi's visit amounts to offering a new 
Pak-Iran peace initiative on Afghaltenj' 
a Pakistani official quipped: "Well, he did 
not say so many words." Who today is on 
a strong wicket m Afghanistan? Not the 
Afghan people, who brace themselves for 
another vicious winter With little human- 
limhn aid flowing among the millions of 
Afghans scattered m the 32 provinces of 
Afghanistan, tliey will find it difficult to 
live in peace anned mth insufficient food 
and clotliing. On the power tussle front 
Rabbani, aided by Moscow, Dellii and 
Tehran, seems more poUtically and miU- 
tarily entrenched in Kabul than liis arch 
foe?, the Taliban. Now with cracks ap- 
peapng in the major anti-Rabbani Pe- 
shawaribased coalition, fdri^tatever i is 
worth, times are improving for Rabbani. 
But cert^iiy^r the Argluuis tlie end of 

sight. MEWS ,12/14 
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PaMstan, Iran call for 
national govt in Kabul 

, ' By Saiim Bokhari 

» 

^ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Iinp^stf^eed that only a 
broad-based national gov^imart can bring peace to the ! 
war-torn Afghanistan. 

The understanding was reached during meetings of j 
visiting Iranian Deputy Fbreign Minister 
with Prime Miiiister Benazir Bhutto and Fbreign Secrefeiry 
Nsoamuddin Sheikh in Islamabad Hiesday. 

Later talking to newsmen at the Iranian embassy, Mr^ 
Brojerdi said that there was consensus between the two 
sides that such a government, having representation of all 
Mujahideen grbu^, was the best«d«tktti to tJbs M^mi 
crisis. • ' 

The Fbreign (Mice iflso issued a statement saying Pak- 
istan and Iran have emphasised the need for establisliing 
a broad-based Afghan goverranent which shoidd be re- 
flective of ethnic and demograpliic realities in 
Afghanistan* 

The liraniaE Mer did not agree with a questioner that 
Tehran was supporting induction of a Tajik-led govern- 
ment saying it would not be in tiie interest of Afghanistan > 
to ignite the issue of different nationalities. 

He said the government of Prof Burhanuddin Rabbaiu , 
ms legitimate since it was recognised on all international ; 
forums like tlie United Nations and the Organisation of Is- ^ 
lamic Conference. 

Asked tf hm was keeping a close contact with "Mban 
leadership, Mr Brojerdi said Iranian missions m Islam- 
abad, Quetta, Peshawar and Herat were ® %em^ with 1^- ;i 
iban leadership at diplomatic level. j 
Mr Brojerdi said Pakistan aijd India must resolve the : 
long-stsff^^ ^gMr dispute ^ugh peaceful means to 
prevent it from becoming a security problem in the re- 
gion. Mr Brojerdi strongly contradicted the impression 
that there was any existing territorial dispute between Iran 
and Pakistan. *lPh^fe t» sfl(#! irrttertt Wli^vttte tm 
brotherly countries," Brojerdi said. 

Earlier Alauddin Brojerdi called on Prime Minister Be- 
iiazir Bhutto and delivered a goodwill message from Ira- 
nian President Hashenu Rafsat\jani. Mr Brojerdi, during 
the meeting, also reiterated tlie Iranian government's 
stand that Tehran is keen to work in close collaboration 
with Islamabad in finding a peaceful settlement of the 
Afghan issue, sources said. ' 

This understanding was reached between the two 
states when Prime Minister Bhutto visited Iran last moiiii 
and held wide-ranging talks witli President Rafsaryani. 

Besides meeting the Prime Minister, Mr Brojerdi held 
wide-ranging discussions with Foreign Secretary Naja- 
muddin Sheikh. Informed diplomatic sources said al- 
though bilateral, international and regional matters came 
up for review but the main focus of tiieir deliberatioas was 
on Afghanistan. 

Both Pakistan and Iran have been closely cooperating 
to achieve lasting peace in Afghanistan since the signing 
of Geneva Accord in 1990. Until recently, the two sides 
had identity of vie#s on the future of neighbouring 
Afghanistan. But of late, they have developed some diver- 
gence in view of latest events in the war-torn Afghanistan. 

The Miyaliidcen leadersliip has failed to achieve con- 
sensus on tiie future of Afgluuiistan and the comitiy is fin- 
Oier devastated by factional fi^Ali^ lai^g these groups. 



Hekmatyar in city to 
devise future strategy 

By MOHAMMAD ZAHID 

PESHAWAR — Hezb-i-Islami chief. Engineer 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar arrived at Peshawar 
Wednesday evening to preside over an Important 
meeting of the party ex^ia^ep^Big'ftg future 
military and political strategy. sources close to Hezb-i- 
Isiami informed that rapid developments in the 
.Afghan political hcarizon had forced Hekmatyar to take 
'his partymen into confieteiist'befom «teciding the par- 
' ty future role. 

The Hezb executive committee meeting which is 
being held today (Thursday) will review Taliban and 
President Rabbani's terms aad ^ndWoe for any al- 
liance in the future. 

Hezb-i-lslami, which is an important mem.ber of 
the three-party opposition alliance. Shoora-i-Ham 
Ahangi since long has been asking for a joint military 
alliance against Rabbani government to pave way for 
a neutral interim government, but hitherto Hezb-i- 
felami has failed to remove its differences with I'aliban 
on the issue. Similarly, Shoora-i-Ham Ahangi despite 
months-long negotiation has not yet been able to 
reach a joint strategy on the removal of Rabbani qov- 
ernment. 

At one time even it was said that the final draft of 
the agreement was awaiting the formal signing by 
Taliban and Shoora-i-Ham Ahangi. 

f ut later both developed differences over the power 
Sharing formula. 

Shoora-i-Ham Ahanai was demanding prime min- 
istership, ministries of defence and interior in the fu- 
ture government while Taliban were insisting on that 
such issu^ siiiuld^be cte^3@d after the fall of Kabul. 

At the same time Taliban are reportedly saying 
that the ministeries of defence and interior would be 
with them and are offering portfolios of health educa- 
and agriculture to Shoora-i-Ham Ahangi. As re- 
sult of the stalemate between the in 
frustration Kabul regime started GontaGtiiigtlir#po- 
sition for alliance 

ly oMnSt^v Rnhhnn'^ ^'^^ '''''' ^^"9 ^irect- 
ine opposition s demand that they would arrant 

viqi^ q?.mch ^; "^""'^"^ '^^y Peshawar, will also 



the Mu^aludeen leaders bStepSStriTK"^ 
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Iran and Afghanistan 

First things first 



MASHHAO 



NEEDS must when the Taliban drives. 
That b the viewin Iran as it Isolcs wea- 
rily at its war-torn neighbour Af^anistan. 
Officially, the Iranian government backs 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani there, and 
opposes the Taliban "student" militia try- 
ing to overthrowhim. It dislikes these rebels 
partly because they are militant Sunni Mus- 
lims, not Shias; pardy because their social 
policy is even more restrictive than its own; 
mainly because it believes they are con- 
trolled by Pakistan. But Iran has a problem 
tnoTt troubling than any of these: the Af- 
ghan refugees within its borders. If it can 
push them btck hoim, it not ra«ch 

care into whose hands— and in western Af- 
ghanistan it is the Taliban that is in control. 

The Taliban militia last September 
sdmd imptmmct of Herat, forcing its gov- 
ernor to flee to Iran. The Iranians, taken by 
surprise, closed the border, halting the re- 
patriation of Afghan refugees for nearly two 
. months. Since ^en, ^ough, Iran has made 
overtures to Taliban leaders in Herat, offer- 
ing to supply wheat and oil. "All they want 
now is stability in Afghanistan so they can 
kick the refugees out," says an American 
who fought alongside the mujahideen in Af- 
ghanistan and now lives iri Iran. "Th^'ll 
do a deal with anyone." 

Since the Soviet invasion of Af^anistan 
in 1979, Iran has played host to, at a peak, 
some 3m A^ans. For the past three years it 
has been encouraging them to leave. Now 
its piie^ is wearing thin. "When you 
have guests, there comes a time when you 
have to ask them to leave," says Alaeddin 
Boroujerdi, a deputy foreign minister. "It is 
the Alans' Islamic duty to go home." 

There are more down-to-earth reasons. 
The Afghans get free education and medical 
care and can buy subsidised food Md fuel. 
Hie $12m a year supplied by un refugee 
programmes covers only a fraction of the 
cost. Since the Afghans have been allowed 
to live tfH ^rik almost anywM^lmiiitns 
accuse them of stealing jobs— in a country 
with almost 20% unemployment. They are 
also routinely blamed for rising crime and a 



How many have gone home is unclear. 
The Afghans are not registered and not all 
who go are counted. The un High Commis- 
sioner for 8ii^i(» Ins r^^t»^ S(^,000 
A^ans. The Iranians say another Im have 
gone without un assistance. Many of the 
unknown number still left have vanished 
into the semi-legal worid of informal em- 
ployment; police squads have recently 
taken to raiding street markets and building 
sites in search of ill^al Afghans. Those 
without papers are detained. Many are tiien 
summarily repatriated. 

Many of the Afghans are desperate to 
stay in the country. " Iran is heaven for liiem 



compared with Afghanistan," says Sudang 
Kaentrakool, head of the unhcr office in 
Mashhad. "Bread is dieap, schooling is free 
and the streets are safe. Many don't even 
know Afghanistan : 60% were bom here." 
The UNHCR is in a difficult position. It 




around Kabul, the refugees could be return- 
ing to their deaths. So, while UN staff on the 
border dole out sacks of wheat and $25 a 

head to those on their way out, senior offi- 
cials spend time peisuading the gov- 
ernment toha^^^ience. 

Patience is easy at the moment: the win- 
ter weather has slowed repatriation to a 
trickle. But the respite will not last. An Ira- 
nian ^paper edftor Stfllis up Iranian 
frustration: "This is the lastbIoo#«»iewe 
do anythmg humanitarian. Look at the 
nriess it's got us into. We welcomed the Af- 
ghans with op^|^;|H^uji was 
crime and dm^." 



The 



assiste^lS^atrtation, but it must also try 
to ensure that those who p aig^fe 
Afghan fections still ftghtlng a ^^^m mr 
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pfQin Rahinuillah Yusufzai 

I PESHAWAR: The Taliban leaderehip 
• hav^ reiterated their offer to hold 
; talks with lran to resolve their dis- 
putes. 

Herat governor Maulvi Yar Mo- 
hammad told The News by telephone 
that he made the (#«r tli^^ ait^ 
ing with Iranian consul general. "I 
proposed him iri l)tir meetiiig in 
Herat that either Irait shcfliM MM a 
high-level delegation to Afghanistan 
to talk to us or allow the Taliban to 
send their representatives to Iran," 
he informed. He said the Iranian con- 
sul general had promised to convey 
theoffiBrttj%hsln. 

In the recent past, the Taliban 
leadership made public its intention 
to send a delegation to Tehran to dis- 
cuss contentious issiws. The Iranian 
government didn't respond to the 
offer. However, Iranian diplomats in. 
Islamabad, Peshawar, Quetta and 
Herat- have established contacts with 
the Taliban. But high-level meetings 
betwsgtt the two sfii^ ha*« fet ^ 
take place. 

. Maulvi Yar Mohammad said the 
Iranian tonsul general assured him 
that Tehran had no intention of inter- 
fering in Afghanistan's affairs or sup- 
porting anti-Taliban forces who took 
refuge in Iran after their defeat in 
Herat. He argued that the Taliban 

wanted friendly ties with the Iranians 
as they were bol^ Mtti^htBi and 
-neighbours. 

The Herat Governor informed 
that he alsib raLsed the issue of the 
opening of an Afghan consulate in 
the Iranian city of Mashhad as Iran 
already had a consulate in Herat. He 
said the Ikliban wanted their diplo- 
matic presence in Mashhad on a re- 
ciprocal basis and also doe to their 
belief that the move could help them 



y ft^ talks 
with Irani 



forge meaningful ties with Te^W; 
He added that granting of visas to 
Afghan nationals visiting Iran was 
also discussed in the meeting. 

The Iranian government have 
publicly backed the Rabbani govern- 
ment in ItiW, -which thrfa^an 
have vowed to oust. Tehran suspect 
the Taliban to be in the pay of the US, 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan and was 
alarmed when they captured Nimruz, 
Fkrah and Herat provinces bordering 
Iran from the Rabbani government in 
Jl^mber. The Taliban hav6 accused 
Iran of giving refuge and arming 
Afghans loyal to Kabul for an even- 
tual attack on Herat 

Meanwhile, a Rabbani govern- 
ment delegation has reached Moscow 
to hold tjdks with Russian govern- 
ment for sending vital supplies to the 
besieged capital of Kabul. 

A report in BEG Pashto service 

'by civil aviation minister Dr Abdur 
Rahman, who is a close aide of mili- 
tary strongman Ahmad Shah Ma- 
sood. There was no official comment 
on the visit 4ther by }is^]il or 
Moscow ■ 

The report added that another 
Masood aide, Dr Abdullah, had also 
travelled to Iran and Central Asian re- 
^Bes^^^ntly to apprise them of 
- the situation in Kabul and seek their 
support for the Rabbani government. 
Dr Abdullah had also pleaded with 
Russia and the Central Asian coun- 
tries to put pressure on northern 
Afghanistan warlord Gen.' 1^^^ 
Dostum to mend his fences with 
President Rabbani and abandon the 
anti-Rabbani alliance. NEWS 12/14 
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Masu(^ seelkis Gulbad^ 
help for peace in Kabul nation 12/13 



From-4iur CorrjpspoBdeiiti*'^:^^^ - 

"'TKHAWAR - The main^Afghan': 
war-lord and right hand of the I^esi- 
dent Rabbani, Engineer Ahmed Shah 
Masud, through a letter has suggested 
the Hizbe-Islami of Gulbadin 
Hikmatyar to forget the past clashes 
and 1^ jok hands for building up a 
consensus to resolve the problem. 

The Hizbe Islami mouthpeice, daily 
Shahadat in its Tuesday issue states 

gotiation with Hizbe IsH^ a 
letter. 



bilities. ^ ^ -^^ - — - ' 
„Mr M that Kabul 

administratiott is-ready -to sit across 
the table mil all forces to soit but 
modalities aimed at pulling Afghani- 
stan and its people out of existing 
crisis. In this connection, Mr Masud 
said that they also welcome effort of 
the SCCIRA for resolving the dispute^ 
The Kabul administration for recon- 
ciliation also ready to extend support 
to the international and regional me- 
^ators. 

Thedailyiurtherstatesthatrespond- 
ing to the offers of Ahmed Shah Masud, 



Through his message, Mr Masud t . the Hizbe Islami reaffirmed its stand 



fieclaivd ttatKabul Adtammstrati^^is 
ready to h6nour all conditions of Hizbe 
Islami aimed at joining hands with the 
goyemment. Mr Masud states that 
Af^2|^stan is passing through a crU- . 



that k fjwourej^ understandmg 
amongst all forces" to find out an ami- 
cable solution to the problem. It de- 
clared that unless a consensus amongst 
all the jchadic and political forces ho 



cM stage of its histOQT, therefore its. one could ensure an end l!> i3i|^ft| 
v v-. ^ , ^ • • gl^ghtin^ 



Two female 
Zahlr Sliatig 

From AhdHttab Jan 

PEiSHAWMflN^ leniale relatives of 
the former Mghan King Zahir Shah 
were gunned down Jay unidentified 
persons at Jalozai c^p for Afghan 
refugees near Nowshera. 

Naheed Azmat, a nurse, and Dr 
Raazia Shaf aq were running a private 
clinic at Jalozai ^lefugees Camp at 
Pubbi, near Nowshera and were killed 
by four armed persons Sunday 
e^nkig. They were buried a^Pe- 
shawar on Mon4ay yi 

Dr Azmat happehs to be grand 
daughter of ex-monarch Zahir's 

brpj5ier,,whU^J?i?,3Maq)y?sA?w^ 
n,ecs, . Dr, , Az^jafs. .feilier. , Ghuiam 

Haider remained the governor of Par- 
wan and Mazar-e-Sharif provinces 
during Zahir Shah rule. 
; Ej^wteesses s^d four armed per- 
sons reached the camp in a green 
jeep, with tinted glasses. They rushed 
into the clinic and gunned down the 
two (bctors. Both of the deceased re- 
ceived one bullet each i^ tiMr lipids 
and chests. \ ; 

Dr Azmat breathed her last on the 
spot while Dr Shafaq succumbed to 
the ii\iuries at Al- Jehad Hospital at 
the camp. Dr Azmat was living In 
Nauthia Peshawar C^tonment and 
had five kids including four daughters 



relatives of 
imned down 

and an eight-year-old son. Dr Shafaq 
was unmarried. , , 

I^uty Commissioner, Npwshera 
said the police as yet was unaware 
about the motive beliind tlie double 
murder, l^e said it may be an act of 
terrorism. He admitted that Afghans 
mver lAtd wbnten m the piast and 
the incident is the first of its kind. , 

Hezb-i-Islami (Hekmatyar) leaders 
denied reports that the twp ladies 
were activie members of their party. 
*The tw© names Ibok unfamiliar to 
me. I am even unaware of , the two 
murders," said the party's deputy 
chief Engineer Qutbuddin Hilal. An- 

OWr,^^^b-i-IsIamiie^^M 
m^Mom Camp ponged .t<i«Uilai 
Si^yyaf 's Itteliad-i-Islami and his party 
people didn't live there due to riv^ilry 
between the two parties. "Even J had 
to shift to Peshawar from there, due to 
insecurity," he remarked. 

SP Nowshera Na'eem Khan told 
The News that the piolice on its own 
had taken cognizance of the double 
murders and become the complainant 
in the case. 'He said a Uttle boy who 
worked in a cycle repair shop was the 
lone witness to the murders. He nar- 
rated how the boy saw three men en- 
tering the clinic, and fleeing towards 
the refugees camp;after committing 



the murders. 
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Motive behind 
murder of Zahir 
Shah's rejialiYes 

still not known 

From AbdullaMan 

PESHAWAR: Police are yet to find 
out the motive behind the murder of 
two female relatives of the former 
Afghan King Zahir Shah, who were 
gunned down at a refugees camp, 
near Nowshera on Sunday 

Dr Naheed Azmat and a nurse, 
Raazia Shafaq, were killed by 
unidentified murderers at their pri- 
vate clinic at Jalozai Refugees 
Camp in Pubbi, near Nowshera. 

Though the two 'were gunned 
down on Sunday, police came to 
know about the double murder on 
the morrow when they had been 
buried in Peshawar. 

It was learnt that incharge oi the 
Jalozai Camp, Malik Dost Moham- 
mad, tried to hide the murder from 
the police. Dost Mohammad is a 
close relative of Ittehad-e-Islami's 
chief, Professor Abdur Rub Rasool 
Sayyaf, whose party is dominant at 
the camp. 

' Interestingly, the bodies have 

been laid to rest without an autopsy 
and it is due to the fact. that police 
didn't know about the murder in 
time. 

It was learnt that Dr Azmat's 
husband has asked the authorities 
to exempt the bodies from post-: 
mortem. He has submitted an appli- 
cation to the assistant commis- 
sioner, Nowshera, in this regard. 
However, a final decision on the 
issue is still awaited. 

hIIw^ of the deceased's relatives 
came up to file an FIR with the po- 
lice, which reported a case against 
the unidentified murderers. 

EyiA^e^es said a green Land 
Cruiser was seen outside the clinic 
on December 10 which left soon. 
After sometime, three persons ap- 
peared and sent a child insiic the 
clinic. When the kid came out, two 
of them entered the premises and 
shot (lead the two ladles witli .liO 
bore pistols. Polict^wtiBM^Ii«» 
bullets from the place of murder. 
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Qazi leav^ for 
Jalalabad to set 
up camp office 

From (small Khan 

PESFIAWAR: Pakistan's Ambassador 
to Afghanistan Qazi Humayun Satur- 
day left here for Jalalabad, Capitcjl of 
eastern Nangraliar province, to open 
a camp office at Pakistan's Con- 
sulate there. 

The ambassador accompanied by 
a dozen staff members including Mil- 
itary Attache Brig. Ashraf Afridi, 
First Secretary Nisar Ali, Third Sec- 
retary Ijaz and Pakistan's Consul 
General in Jalalabad Shafiul^ Sliin- 
wari crossed the Pak-A||han border 
at Torkliam at 2:50 pm and h^ded 
straight for Jalalabad. 

Officials at the Pakistan Foreign 
Office in Islamabad were not avail- 
able for immMfifte cbiftfnaitiiBiit a 
; source said the arrangement liras a 
j temporary and the embassy in Kabul 
would be reopened as soon as peace 
returned to Kabul ajid security .situa- 
tion improved in the v/ar-battered 
Afghan capital. . . . NfiwS . 12/10 

From AFGHANews 10/31/95: 

/ Babrak Kannal» the founder of 
Parcham faction of the People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
which nded Afghanistan Jtom 
to 1992, left the border town of 
Hayratan on Augast 31 to live in 
Russia, 

Babrak Uved in exile after divi- 
sion in the ruling PDPA and was 
brought to Kabul by the Red Army 
in December 27, 1979. We went to 
Moscow after Najib replaced him as 
the head of the former communist to- 
^iine in Kabul in 19S6, He returned 
to Kabul in 1991, ten months before 
tho Mujahtdeen's victory , 

Babrak lived under protection of 
Dostum in the north of <he country 
and spc»it most of his ame in the bor- 
der town of Hayratan^ Most of the 
close lelatives of Babrak live in 
Moscow. He has been working as a 
close adviscff to General Dostum and 
creation of Jhc Junhish is said to be 
Batfirak's initiailvc under which 
former comiminists arc organised. 



Taliban artillery pounds 
Kabul, kills three civilians 



i AFP/IRNA 

KABUL: Hhree people, iriclyding two 
civilians, were killed and two others in- 
jured when Taliban militiamen 
launched an artillery attack on the be- 
sieged Afghan capital, witnesses and 
defence sources said. 

'The two civilians were killed in- 
stantly when the first of a salvo of 
■ alk)ut five shells rained down on a city 
cei^.^F^M about 10 mn, iiMf a 
third man, an army officer, died in the 
same blast, witnesses told AFP 

The lower half of one of the dead 
tiviUans had been completely 
.^ourfeied, leaving only a pool of 
M<^d and a smattering of body 
scattered on the road. 

Survivors nearby took cover in 
dralins and against walls as the barrage 
lasthig 15 minnt^ batted 
vidmty of tlie presidential palace. Hie 
sh^Us came in as the poor people of 
the city were walking in the streets on 
ttwar way to: get provisions for the win* 
ter;days," said Huntayoon, a sectiri^ 
guird at tlie deserted Italian embassy 
near where the three pedestrians were 
killed. 

iThe other four shells fell in nearby 
areas, otHm iMi^m mpM., causing 
no reported casualties, although one 
struck tlie compound of the state radio 
and television station, hospital staff 
and officials said. "Tliis was a deliber- 
ate attack by the "Mban en residen&i 
areas which agaiii killed i»e®Hit 
Afglians who were just trying to siu:- 
viv^he winter here," a defence min- 
istry official said. No mdependent con- 
fumaticMi ^^O wl® responsible for 
was unmediately a^liiWe. 



The morning salvo was tiie fu-st in 
more than a week to claim civilian 
in #iis ci^ wMch has been bat- 
tered by 16 years of almost constant 
war. The beleaguered government of 
President Bmhanuddin Kabbani has 
i^«d the turbaned militiamen of re- 
sponsibility for tl» rocket, aitUlery 
and aerial bombing attacks on Kabul 
over the last six weeks since the Tal- 
iban arrived on the outskirts of the 
dty. The Islamic warriors have claimed 
responsibility for some of die attacks, 
but have routinely clauned the bombs 
and shells only stnick military targets, 
a chaige which residents here deny 

: The International Committeee of 
the Red Cross last week condemned 
tlie "indiscriminate" shelling, rocketing 
and bombing of the city, saying such 
acts increased the suffering of the al- 
ready strugglmg population and 
showed "a lack of respect by tlie war- 
ring factions for civilians". 

; The Taliban, who emerged sud- 
Ifenly from the Quranic schools of Pak- 
IkjKi yeai; Imm vow@d to clean Up 
corruption and banditry in 
Afghaiustan and to impose Is'imic law 
over the whole country They have 
blockaded tlie freezing capital on tliree 
mjyor fronUines near' Kabul since Oc- 
tober, when their hst major attempt to 
b!reak into the capital was repulsed. 

Meanwhile, Abdulkarim Khalili, 
one of the leaders of the Hizbe Wah- 
iiite-Islami, te' iefeiifei gefteral 
aitte^in«reas mjider liis control. In 
an interview, KhalLli,, who controls 
Bamian province tmd Hezarejat re- 
gion, said those who repent ttieir past 
deeds and joined the party can return 
to theii: fctoines aiid leiwd normal lives. 



Hizb-e Wahdat 
lifter declares 
amnesty 

KABUL (IRNA)' * Abdulkarim 
Khalili, one of the leaders of the Hizb- 
i e Wahdat-e Eslami (Islamic Unity 
I Party) has declared general amnesty 
in fte areas under hi^ confrol. 
In an interview Sunday. Khalili vi^o 
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I controls Bamian province m4 
I Hezarejat region, said those who have 
repented of their past deeds and joined 
the party can reuim to their homes and 
lead their normal if©; ' 

-Those who remm under the Am- 
nesty decree should guarantee that 
they would not em.bark on any action 
that are apirtst the interest bf the ' 
Afghan people in the future, he said. 

Thousands of Afghan families have 
been displaced since the fall of Bamian 
mW^ilt taion, with some fleeing to 
Kabul. NATION 12/13 ' 



Kabul fails to implicate 
Pakistan in internal matters 



( /-' 



UNITED NATIONS, Dec 13 
(APPV. The Kabul regime has 
>|c>und itself in complete isolation 
in its efforts to impUcate Pakistan 
in its internal troubles, and in the 
process has made a United Na- 
tions debate on the situation in 
Afghanisteti highly unlikely. 

The debate on Afghanistan was 
postponed on December 4 to this 
week, but it is now surmisd that 
it would take place, if at all, on 
December t22. ^ last day of ^ 
current General Assembly 
Session. 

A 16-nation Working Group 
led by Professor Tono Eitel, per- 
manent representative of Germa- 
ny to the United Nations, had 
prepared two comprehensive 
resolutions oti Afghan situation 

for discussion in the General As- 
sembly. These resolutions, pre- 
pared after three li^dcs of hard 
deliberations were about the im- 
plications of the situation in Af- 
ghanistan for international peace _ 
and security, and for the provi-" 
sion, of emergency international 
assistance for peace, normalcy 
and reconstruction of war- 
stricken Afghanistan. ■ ' 
Sensing that the main resolu- 
tion would insist for immediate 
tra.isfer of power from the Rab- 
bani regime, the Kabul reprsen- 
tative to the United Nations, Dr 



Ravan Farhadi, sought a dblay in 
the debate by raising an em- 
phcmeral objection against one 
operative paragraph, which had 
been included in the main draft at 

the suggestion of the Egyptian 
Ambassador, Dr Nabil Elaraby. 

The paragraph objected by ihc 
Kabul regime inter alia suggest- 
ed issuing a call from the interna- 
tional conununity "to promote 
Stj«^ in Afglkmistan And there- 
by curtail the deleterious conse- 
quences of international terrorisjn 
and drug-trafficking. the 
detrimental effects of which ex- 
tend beyond the region." 

The Kabul representative in w 
immediate letter to the German 
ambassador is repi>|-tcd to have 
cL-iimed that this particular para- 
graph insinuated tliat internation- 
al terrorism existed in Afgiiaistan. 
He charged the United Nations 
with uitervening in matters Avbirh 
were essentially within the 
domestic jurisdiction of a liicfii* j 
ber state. 1 

The Kabul dclcgnte, in- 
stead, circulated its ov/n rcv.ki- 
tion for the consideration of the 
\General Assembly. 
\ltis understood that t!ic Kabul 
regime ^dopted iliis cliildisli 
stratageni to avoid an all round 
condemnktion in the General As- 
sembly. Once it realised the wide 



support for the 16-nation Work- 
ing-Qremp's resolution, it had no 
option bdt to create hurtUcs in the 
holding of the niuch-awaited 
debate. 

It may be mcT!<-to'u>! th.\t the 
Kabul regime had also niiscral^iv 
failed to raise a debate in the Sot ti- 
rity Council on its allegation of 
Pakistan's involvement in its i»i- 
ternal affairs. A letter written to 
the Secui ity Coimcil President fey 
the Kabul's Deputy Foreign 
Minister, Mr Ghafoor^ai^lias not 
even figured even in lAftwuial 
consultations. 

Meanwhile the second part of 
the UN Secretary General's 
report cm the pcditical sitohtion in 
Afghanistan, covering develop- 
ments from mid-September to 
November 1995, has been 
released today. 

Ilie Secretary General in his 
report hm ^irniiscd that Af- 
gli^nistatt was now at a criii, a) 
ei-tossroads — cither to follow the 
route to peace through dialogue 
and negotiations in a spirit' of 
gtve-and-take, and with the as- 
.sistance of the United Nations niul 
cooperation of the ncighbourng 
and other interested countries — 
or to follow the route of con- 
tinued war and confrontation 
where today's victory may bfe 
tomorrow's vaiujtushed. 



The Secretary General report- 
ed that unfortunately, the current 
leaders of the principal factions 
seemed to favour the latter route, 
notwitlistanding the evident long- 
ing of their people for an end to 
almost two decades of strife. 

*rhe Secretary CJeneral, 
hosivever, has urged the interna- 
tional comnumity not to lose iti- 
terest in Afglianist.in. and not (o 
become accustomed to the conn- 
try's plight. 
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iThe Taliban carry out 
' religious cleansing 

The Taliban have begun lo force 
the Shia population of Nimroz and 
Farah to have to move away from the 



areas close to the borders with Iran, 




The radio said the SMas are 
•forced to sell their houses it^£mis 
Jat nominal prices and go to 
'Kandahar. The radio said some Shias 



have been imprisoned by the Taliban 
jwho demand up to 10 million 
jAfghani for their release. 

AIGMM^s 10/31 



Car Bomb KHIs 35 at Pakistan-Afghan Border 

PESHAWAR P»iri<:t!in TV./. 01 j-. « _ . . I 



PESHAWAR, Pakistan, Dec. 21 
(Reuters) — A car bomb exploded 
today cutiiie a department store 
here in northwestern Pakistan, kill- 
ing at least 32 people and wounding 
117, doctors and witnesses said. Hos- 
pital 6ommmmimmmt 
rise because some of tht 
are in critical condition. 

Officials said the dead included a 
daughter and two grandchildren of 
the provincial Governor, Khurshid 
All Khan, and a daughter and a neph- 
ew of a pmmd^ -^mmmt. 

There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility for the attack, and au- 
thortttes said they did riot know who 
had carried it out. 

The Chief of the Provincial Police, 
Masood Shah, said he suspected an 
Afghan gim^ because of a serfter^ 
recent smaller bombs in the region 
that he blamed on Afghans. Pesha- 
war has a large population of Afghan 
refugees from the war that ItfH 
raged in neighboring Afghaaiiaan 
since 1979. 

The police said the. bomb went off 
at 6:30 P.M. outside the Wadood & 
Sons department store in a busy 



street in Saddar Bazaar. Todag^ 1^ 
eve of the Muslim Sabbath, the area 
was crowded with shoppers. The ex- 
plosion set several cars on fir^. 

"I cannot say right now who was 
responsible," said Aftab Sherpao, 
^^' M^ Minister of the North West 
Frontier Province, of Pe^a- 
war is the capital. 

A senior police official said the 
explosion apparently was caused by 
a 55-pound time bomb. "This is the 
worst bomb here for a long time," 
itld ttie officiai, Ghulam Hussain. 

A car bomb (m 1^. ft wfieted the 
Egyptian Embassy in Islamabad, 
the capital of Pakistan, killing 16 
people and wounding more than 60. 
The Muslim militant group Jihad, 
one of three Egyptian organizations 
Hiat claimed responsibility for the 

embassy exptostol^lilMiFltt^ 
last week to stop extraditing Mttsllm 
militants to Egypt. 

warn the Government of Pa- 
kistan that it will pay a heavy price if 
it continues to hand over Islamists 
living on its territory," said a Dec. 14 
statement signed by iie Vmim^M 
the Conquest in Egypt, a. revival of 




Ttie New York Ttmes 

A car bomb tore apart a crowded 
store in a bazaar in Peshawar. 

the JHhsd^m^, which assassinated 
President Anwar el-Sadat in 1981. 

topt and Pakistan signed an ex- 
tra<mion treaty in July 1994. Islam- 
abad says it has extradited 10 of the 
11 people want^ bf C^gft; ^ Uth 
is a fugitive. 

I^rt was no immediate evidence 
to link Jihad with thi 1^ 
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Afghan prinie.suspect in Peshawar blast 



From Rahimuliah Yusafzal 




Abi^ Matin, prime suspect 

PESMWM: A Persian-speaking 
Algliaii believed to be on the pay roil 
of Kabul regime was Tuesday named 
as the main suspect in the Peshawar 
bomb explosion wiiich killed armmd ! 
40 people on December 21. 

Syed Masud Shah, IGP of NWFP 
told a press conference that Abdul 
• Matin, son of Abdul Latif, and an- 
other Persian speaking Afghan had 
bought the brown-colour 1974 
model Toyta-corolla car used m Xhe 

blast a day before the incident from a 
motor bargain center on Jamrud 
Road here. . 

He ^ the gtty '%«iDttr MM 
model Ibyta double-cabin was the 
getaway vehicle in which the accused 
fled after parking the car-bomb in the 
congested Peshawar Saddar. 

"You decide^^ier lite Sfttet 
govermnent is involved or not," 
replied Shah when pressed to give a 
categorical answer about Kabul in- 
volvement in this act of terrorism. 
However, he stressed thtt^both the 
suspects, Persian-speaking, left noth- 
'ing 10 doubt as President iRabbani, his 
top military commander Ahmed Shah 
NIasud and most of his supporters are 
Persian-speaking T^iks. 

The IGP also pointed out that the 
blast wasn't an indKddual act of the 
two suspects. He added that gangs of 
Afghan saboteurs had exploded 
bombs in the NWFP in recent weeks. 

Without giving any time frame, 



said he^pef^ l^pi€&d <^ tracking 
down the suspects soon. He declined 
to say v/hether the two wanted 
Afghans were siill hiding in Pakistan. 

He explained that Abdul Matin's 
facial picture was leconstruoed afte* 
an exhaustive and scientific exsftise 
involving pohce ex^perts, owner and 
employees of the motor bargain cen- 
ters who sold him the car and the in- 
jured persons, who may have seen 
him parking the bomb-packed vehi- 
cle. 

Shah said a police expert, Aftab, 
, sent by Punjab IGP took between 1 00 
hyphen 150 photographs of Afghan 
Monday in Pesttawar had random and 
later separately shewed them to the 
three owners and aii employee of the 
concerned motor bargain centre. He 
said Aftab reconstructed picture of 
Miitin and 1^ ii^M^H^Mi iM^^ 
of their facial featm es recollected by 
ovmers of the motor bargain centres 
and also from photographs of Afghan 
show to them. "Tliere was no wtch- 
hunt. We didn't nab 100 or 200 
Afghans to finS iwt the culprits. In- 
stead we have methodically |one 
about our tack," he stressed. 

The IGP said the poUce had 
sketched MatM's ^complice as wei 

said the decision to publicise Matin's 
sketch in posters promising Rs 10 
million rev/ard for providing informa- 
tion leading to arrest otherlcsw^ 'i 
was t^sm-^etwrn^ idiberation be- 
.^ftise it ymAd alert him. However, he 
was convinced the move would prove 
useful in apprehending this tall- 
statured, 27 or 28 year-old Afghan. 

He made it clear thM owniUs 
of the motor bargain centre were not 
involved in the conspiracy of bomb 
explosion and had in fact been very 
cooperative with the police. 

He MB tie sui^^ M bou^ct 
the car for Rs 81,000 from after hec- 
tic two-day bargaining and gave their 
address as Hayatabad Township, Pe- 
shawar, m the receipt form. He added 
- tlmt tJie car was registered in Karachi 
and was sold to the auto dealer got the 
car for P^ 70,000 on Nov 27 by a per- 
son belonging to Badahber, near here. 

In reply to a question Masud said 
the four Afghans arrested at the Pak- 
Afghan border, Torkam, a day after 
the blast v/ere freed after being found 
innocent 



According to the IGP, Matin was 
well-^iled in ex-terrorism and the 
police found mention of him ki iatel* 
hgence records in Pakistan. He 
pointed out that Matin's expertise 
could be gauged from the fact that he 
left car's headlights on as he 
searched for parMf^ gpace in Pe- 
shawar Saddar before timing the car- 
bomb explosion. He said that be- 
-tween 25 to 30 kilos plastic 
explosives were used in the car- 

Shah, who earlier in the day 
briefed the pnme minister in Islam- 
abad about the progress being made 
in unearthing the conspiracy of bomb 
aq)losion, said he would be sending 
a detailed proposal to the Federal 
Government today (Wednesday) for 
setting up a crisis management cen- 
tre in NWFP to tackle terrorism. 

ing it mandatory far i& loi^i^m lo 
submit their identity card and Pass- 
port numbers and seek police per- 
mission while making major pur- 
chases like buying a vehicle. He also 
backed a proposal to register ail 
Afghan refiigees living out side their 
camps to keep an eye on their move- 
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37 Killed 
In Bombing 
QfKabul 



By Peter Greste 

~1K«uter 



KABUL, Afghanistan, Nov. 26— 
Rebel i^es bombed residential ar> 
eas of Kabul today, killing 37 
and wounding more than 140 in 5ie 
heaviest air raid on the besieged Af- 
ghan <»{»tal for more than a year, 
govermnent sources said. 

A Defense Ministry spokesman 
blamed the attack on rebels of the 
Islamic Taliban militia "who are fight- 
ing to overthrow Prudent Burhan- 
uddin Rabbani. At least nine bombs 
were dropped by Su-22 planes, none 
hitting a military target, he said. 

A mmk^^i^s&m^^miBiBm 
iie^yx)ring Pakistan of responsibili- 
ty, saying it had "strong evidence" 
indicating Islamabad had given tech- 
niqd mi financial aid in repairing 
the jets seized by Taliban from the 
western town of Herat in August. 

Pakistan denied it had given Tali- 
ban any such assistance. This is ut- 
ter nonsense," a Pakistani Foreign 
Ministry spokesiaan in I^suaabad 
said. 

The Taltbaa used three Su-22 
bombers in the air raid," Afghan De- 
fense Ministry spokesman Amrullah 
said. "They made two passes over 
the city 15 minutes apart." 

At least 12 people were killed 
when one bomb destroyed three 
homes and badly damaged four oth- 
ers in the western suburb of Wazir 
Abad. Neighbors said a 1,100-pound 
parachute bomb exploded in the air. 

A similar bomb killed seven peo- 
ple in the suburb of Qalai Fatullah in 

a three-story mud-brick building, 
where neighbors said three famihes 
lived. fheMding collapsed. 

Dozens of rescuers dug tfapc^y^ 
the rubble but found only cm§m^ 
including those of two infants. 

This is the most barbaric war " 
a neighbor as he watched the 
reaaiimtmm a dragged 
from the dust. "The Taliban are 
more cruel than Ghengis Khan. Even 
the Russians were not as bad as 
these people," he said. 
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Mg^ma In Kabul survey damage to houses hit by bomb from a plane «f the 
MfRfe Taliban forcM, who aeized Sovie^bttilt temilm 

"This bombing is the biggest 
crime," said another resident, Najim 
Khan. "God will not forgive those 
who committed this." 

Tw© ottier smaller parachute 
bcmtbs iigliial ^ %ppaaae 
Cowrt mm^md ^ the city. 

Witnesses miA sipfeir pebpe were 
killed there. 

"Some of the dead people were 
waiting for a bus and others were 
just ^^g along like me," said a 
soldier, 'i^--"mm>i^aBMi&i>'fmm'-^.- 
blast by a passing car. "If the Taliban 
want to fight against us, they are 
welcome to attack us on the fi-ont 
fine. I^do they bc»nl>#ffi@©imt ci- 
vilians hms?" he asked. 

The parachute bombs are de- 
signed to explode about 90 feet 
above ground, spraying shrapnel. 

One yotmg gkl was killed by a 
cluster bomb tl»t beneath 
Maranjan Hill in an eastern suburb, 
and four other devices exploded 
l^unnlessly on an uninhabited moun- 
tainside near Baghe &Ua itt the 
north of the capitid. 
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*#9ctors at Kabul's four main 
hospitals said they treated about 
150 bomb victims, many of whom i- 
died. The death toll was said to be 
37. 

The air raid followed two 
nights of fierce fighting b^s«^ 
the Taleban and gi^iment light- 
ers. 

The Taleban is attacking Kabul 
on at least four fronts in an at- 
tempt to capture the city andfwee 
Rabbani from power. It has enforc- 
ed an energy blockade on Kabul 
apparently designed to freeze it': 
d^gnders into submission durin{ 
the approaching winter. 

The Taleban has rejected i 
UJ^. proposal for a multifactioml 
council to replace Rabbani's gcv- 
ernment and has pledged to seize 
Kabul by force. 




.300 Miles 
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Traders on bicydes take fire«iiQd to Kabul in the shadow of ruined former ParKament bribing. 

Afghan Capital Grim as War Follows War 



By JOHN F. BURNS 

KABUL, Afghanistan, Feb. 4 — 
Before the pink light of dawn could 
touch the snowy peaks of the Hin- 
<Stt iteb in^untains around this 
ruined capital, five young Afghans 
met on a bitterly cold morning last 
week for the gamble of a lifetime. 

On borrowed bicycles, they 
planned to cross siege lines to the 
south of the city, load up with 
sacSiiof flour, cans of gasoline and 
bundles of firewood, and be back 
home by noon. 

From the 300 percent price dif- 
fereftcse between the Kabul ba« 
zaars and the traders outside the 
city, they calculated that they 
would make enough money to pay 
the hiefcle owners and keep tetr 
families from the hunger and cold 
of Kabul for a month. 

A few hours later, one of the five, 
a former professional boxer 
named Hamid, was near death in 
the intensive care unit of a hospital 
about a mile behind the front lines. 
Villagers who found him said four 
of the five young men had been 
kill^ by macMne-gun fire that 
met them as they rounded a cor- 
ner in the no man's land separat- 
ing Afghan Govehtiflr^fnt troops 
from the besieging forces of the 
Taliban, a militant Islamic force 
that pushed to within a mile of 
Kabul's outskirts last fall. 

In the dim room where Hamid 
lay semiconscious, the only sounds 



were the groans and wheezing of 
others fighting for their lives from 
wounds suffered in bombing raids 
mine explosions, artillery bar- 
rages and forays across tti#<ft^t 
lines by people like Hamid, which 
cost the lives of at least 20 of the 
traders last week al^C; 

Occasionally, one of the wound- 
ed cried out weakly: "AUah, Allah. 
Grant its mercy." 

This spring, it will be 18 years 
since Marxist conspirators over- 
threw the Afghan President and 
set off a civil war. Next week, 
will be seven years since the with- 
drawal of the last of the Soviet 
troops who inv$ded thfj?<^iitry in 
December 19f8, ©st^i^yti sui^« 
of those Marxist rulers, only to be 
bludgeoned in a nine-year conflict 
with American-backed MusMm guer- 
rillas that devastated much of the 
country and gravely weakened the 
Soviet Union itself. 

In April, it will be four years s*fl^ 
the puppet Communist Government 
that the Russians left behind in Ka- 
bul finally collapied,#¥iRg'way to a 
new civil war between rival Muslim 
groups whose enmity for one another 
turned (m m be as great as their 
hatred of the Soviet invaders. 

ikifeiotis Times 



Wars Bring Misery 
And Exile to Millions 

The miseries heaped on this an- 



cient land by the years of fighting are 
captured in the grim statistics kept 
by United Nations officials who try to 
lessen the unend^ ««^^^ with 
their relief efforts. 

In a country that had a population 
of 15.5 million in- tite tas* tsensus 
before the Communist takeover, at 
least one million people have been 
killed, and nilllion displaced 
from their homes to other towns and 
' cities inside Afghanistan. Six million 
othfe« have been driven across the 
borders into Pakistan and Iran, less 
than half of whom have returned 
since the end of Communist rule in 
1992. . . 

About two million others, interna- 
tional relief agencies esUmate, have 
been permanently dtsaft*ed, either 
physically or mentally. 

On the crumbling sidewalks of Ka- 
bul, in the overcrowded hospital 
wards and at the brick-oven bakeries 
that face clamoring crowds at first 
light each day, there is an angry 
consensus that no time since the 
Communist coup in April 1978 has 
been as bitter as now. 

So dispirited is the mood that it is 
common to hear people say what 
would have been unthinkable in the 
years when the Soviet occupation 
was a synonym for brutality: m&t 
the "Russian time," as it is known 
was nof 1^0 bad after all, at least in 
Kabul. 

"Ah, the Russian time — that was 
golden, compared to this," said a 
doctor at the Karte Seh Hospital, 
watching stretcher bearers carrying 
in the body of a 14-year-old boy 
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From the Editor: 



RECEWT PUBLlCaTiai\15 



Finally, a FORUM! As we enter our 
24th year of doing this, we seem 
to be slowing down. That, plus 
the fact that there hasn't been 
much coverage of things Afghan 
in the local press - and what 
there has been has been distres- 
singly repetitive - is why the 
chronology in this issue consists 
of 6 cartoons! But, it is fol- 
lowed by pages full of more in- 
formation about Afghanistan than 
you can possibly want to know. 

In 1996, we shall continue to 
bring you all the news & rumor 
we can find about Afghanistan & 
the Afghans from every possible 
source. This leads to our 
annual disclaimer: We do not 
vouch for the veracity of our 
articles; one person's fact may 
be another's propaganda so always 
consider the source. We take no 
political stand, we receive no 
funding (& no salaries - you 
couldn't pay us to do this); & 
subscriptions are our sole source 
of revenue. 

Which leads us to note that most 
of your subscriptions expire with 
this issue. If a notice is enclosed, 
you owe us money. We hope you will 
want to continue to receive the 
FORUM, which will appear this year 
in February, May, August & November 
[vfe hope - the printer took 3 weeks 
to do the last issue.]. We depend 
on you not only for subscriptions 
but for information, clippings, 
news items, etc. Without your 
support we^»pn't exist. To every- 
one who sent us information for 
this issue, our heartfelt thanks. 
Deadline for the next issue is 
May 1, We'll hope to have some 
book review^. 

Nawroz greetings to our Afghan 
readers. Let's hope for a better 
year . 



The ARTHUR PAUL COLLECTION BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
VOL.1: PASHTO AND DARI TITLES by Shaista 
Wahab. Dageforde Publishing, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, 1995. ISBN 1-886225-07-9. xii + 
136 pp., photos, index. The bibliography 
contains over 800 Pashto & Dari titles on 
Afghanistan available at the University of 
Nebraska's Omaha campus library. To order, 
send $20 per copy + $3.50 shipping & handling 
($8 overseas) to Administrative Office, 
University Library, University of Nebraska @ 
Omaha, 60th & Dodge Street, Omaha, NE 68182- 
0237. (Make checks payable to University 
Library. ) 

SETTING THE EAST ABLAZE, Lenin's Dream of an 
Empire in Asia by Peter Hopkirk, Kodansha 
Int'l., NY, London, Tokyo, 1995. ISBN 1- 
56836-102-5. 252 pp. Paper. $14. This is 
a reprint of the hardcover edition published 
by Norton in 1985. 

CENTRAL ASIA'S NEW STATES, Independence, 
Foreign Policy, & Regional Security by 
Martha Brill Olcott, US Institute of Peace 
Press, P.O. Box 605, Herndon, VA 22070^ 
December 1995. 256 pp. $19.95. Paper. 
In November the US Inst, of Peace published 
a Special Report on "The War in Tajikistan 
Three Years On," based on a forum held last 
June. Copies are available from the Institute 
at 1550 M St., NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 
20005-1708. (15 pp.) 

FAIENCES d'AZUR, photographs by Roland & 
Sabrina Michaud & text by Michael Barry, 
Imprimerie Nationale, Paris, 19$^ 313 pp. 

DAWAT, a monthly newspaper, is published by M. 
Tariq Bazger in Norway in Pashto & English. 
Subscriptions are $45 per year from Dawat, 
P.O. Box 289, Lilies trom 2001, Norway. For 
Valentine's Day, here's an item from the 
November issue: 



People are shooting with revolvers, 
You have been shooting at me with your languishing eyes. 
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whose brain had been blown out of 
his skull by a Taliban bombing raid. 

Partly, the gloom is a product of 
the winter, one of the harshest in 
memory, with temperatures that 
sink to near zero ait night, chilling 
mud-walled homes that still stand 
amid the rubble that is all that re- 
mains of at least half of Kabul. 
Scores of people go to hospitals each 
morning with frostbite. 

Partly, it is the scarcity of food, 
made worse than ever this winter by 
a tightening of the siege by the Mus- 
lim guerrilla groups that control the 
roads teacUng to Kabul from Mazar-i- 
Sharif in the north, Jalalabad in the 
east and Kandahar in the south. 

These roads, lifelines that have 
never before been completely shut 
off for more than a few days, have 
been closed for much of the last 
month, creating a crisis as stocks of 
flour and cooking oil and other sta- 
ples in United NaUons warehouses 
dwindle. 

On Saturday, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross began 
an emergency airlift from Peshawar 
in Pakistan, a 70-minute flight across 
the mountains to the east. With sev- 
eral shuttles a day, the Swiss-based 
relief agency plans to bring in more 
than 1,000 metric tons of wheat to 
Bagram, a former Soviet air base in 
a remote area 
Kabul that 
control. 

The airltft pliHwici* fxopB to show 
the besieging guerrillas that they 
cannot starve out the city. But more 
than the privations of cold and hun- 
ger and gunfire, it ts st mn^ U 
hopelessness that seems to gnaw at 
the 1.2 million people of this city. 

' 'Afghanistan is WB^ iaei%,** ^aid 
Aysha, the mother-in-law of Hamid. 
the bicycle trader who took a bullet 
in the diest. "Wfe halre t»e#« aban- 
doned by the world." 

Aysha, who like many Afghans 
uses only one name, sobbed as she 
clutched the young man's hand. "The 
people who did this are no Muslims," 
she said. "They are the henchmen of 
Satan, and they will surely suffer in 
hell." Doctors said they mm 
pect Hamid to survive. 

isiam's Liberators 

Pledge of Peace 
Soon Vanishes 

. A year ago, when the Taliban 
forces first pushed to the gates of 
Kabul, many in the city saw them as 
potential liberators, despite stories 
of the militants' intolerance in Kan- 
dahar, where the movement was 
formed and has its headquarters, the 
first city they captured. 

There, women were dmied the 
right to work, ordered to wear full 
veils over their faces and punished if 
caught outside flieir homes with men i 



other than their lathers and broth- 
ers. 

Word of these strictures appeared 
to have less of an impact on the 
people of Kabul than the ^ifei«% 
success in overwhelming several of 
the contending guerrilla groups left 
over from the Soviet occupation. 

Bi*t {^ Taliban's promise that it 
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War between rival Muslim groups 
has turned much of Kabul to ruin. 




would end the war and the battering 
of the civilian population, then step 
, aside for a popularly elected ^vem» 
ment, evaporated quickly. 

Soon, aie milttants were following 
the example of the guerrilla groups 
they supplanted, pounding Kabul 
with heavy artillery. In May, throngs 
m the c&pim^mmtmA when the 
forces of Ahmad Shah Massoud, the 
military commander who is the pow- 
er Mlind fb& Government of Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani, struck 
the Taliban combatants with a light- 
ning offensive and drove them back 
30 miles frcM tie capital. 

But in September, the Taliban was 
back. After capturing the western 
city of Bertrtf from Ismail Khan, an 
ally of Mr. Massoud, the militaflts 
drove back up the road to Kabul and 
threatened to overrun the city before 
Mr. Massoud's d^^iit^ tti^Hild. 

Since then, the daily artillery bar- 
rages have resumed, along with 
bomfeteig Attacks by the Taliban's 
embryonic air force. Thousancfe 
more have died, bringing the civilian 
toM In the capital since the Commu- 
nist collapse in 1992 m m least mjm, 
officials of the International Ojm- 
mittee of the Red Cross say. 

Govenii!«w tsttfliMes the 
death toll far higher, at least 45,000. 
But even at the lower figure, Kabul 
has suff^iimore in terms of sheer 
destruction and in the number killed, 
than Sarajevo, where 10,000 tols^OO 
people are said to have died during 
the 40 months of Serbian bombard- 
ments that ended last fall. 

And because there is only a vesti- 
gial ittteniational presence here — 
no United Nations military force of 
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the kind that attempted to mitigate 
the conflict m Bosnia, and only skele 

t^staffs at the United NatiM 

th^f H ^^"ef agencies 

that distribute food, medical^ppiies 
and otiier aid - the civilian popula- 
tion's distress seems more acute 

Last week, quieter than manv 
since the fall, there were at leas^ 
three attacks on bicyclists crossing 
the front lines in search of food, fuel 
IfJ'lT"^' and a Taliban bombing 

1,000-pound bombs. ■ 
' Two of the bombs exploded in a 
district of southern KabSl that wa^ 
reduced to acres of rubble in b^^ 
bardments that leveled much of the 
Tt^^^ ? Because much , 

^r^f'J^r ^"^^^ in a busy I 

wSi^i"'"^ 20 people and 

wounding many more. Hospital 
emergency rooms were awash with 

fof ?hf """^"^ °"'^*^ls place blame 
for the carnage on Pakistan, which 
has backed the Taliban, appkrent^ 
to wm favor with two powerful Paki- 
stani groups ^f^iSmK^i 
and Pakistan's own populatiorof 

Sahf/^^^'u^'^ indistin- 
guishable from the Afghan Pathans 

who^ ^teiiaate in the Taliban 

Paktet^S role has angered Iran 
Russia and India, which have given 

to "fhTp K?P°" ^^^ent months 
to the Rabbani Government even 
«^ough ,t ,s led and dominated by 

iTvTh.f H i^?/'*^"*^ Tajik minor- 
ity that has held power in Afghani- 

yZs ^ ^ °nce before in the last 250 j 

Each night, planes carrying arms 
ammunition, spare parts and otoer 
suppplies paid for by Teheran, Mos- 

T^"^!^^^' '^"d ^tthe Bagram 
air base, leaving telltale vapor traiS 

in the starry skies over Kabul 
rJ^}!!i°^\ opprobrium is di- 

"'\U""ed States, Which 

^ured more than $5 billion of money 
a^d arms imo the Muslim guerriS 
struggle against the Sovierforces 

^tVTfy disappeared as a f ac 

waVendS''" ''''''' ''''' 

Agtn^5*f/'r.'^'''^"*^^d States 
Ageney-fer international Develoo- 
ment ended in 1994, and Amerkl 
aid channeled through the UnS 
Nations and other relief groupS 

^ ten te between $40 millfon a^d $60 
million a year, the United States Em- 

"1 estimates. Amerf- 

ean diplomacy has been limited to 
encouraging a United Nations med7 
ation effort that has new S , ■ 

Mushm r^'""''"^ ^^"tenTg 
Muslim groups to end the fighting 

Many in Kabul share the view of 
President Rabbani's Foreign mLs 
ter Najibullah Lafraie. who s^d fn 
an mterview that the United States 



had a moral responsibility to reen- 
gage in Afghanistan's affairs be- 
cause of its role in the struggle 
against the Soviet occupation. 

"We believed we w«sfe1lptlng for 
the freedom of the whole world, not 
iust for the freedom of Afghanistan, 
said Mr. Laf raie, who was awarded a 
doctorate by the University of Ha- 
waii in the 1980's. "We fought against 
the country that Ronald Reagan 
called the evil empire, and it was as a 
res^it of our sacrifices that the evil 
em^re collapsed. But afterward we 
were forgotten." 

A Suciety 
Beyond Despair 

But political arguments seem lost 
m ttie poorest people of Kabul, who 
move through their days with an air 
of hopelessness that seems to be 
beyond despair. 

Stories abound ol mothers aban- 
doning their children in mosques ber 
cause they lack food. Foreigners are 
approached at every stop by women 
beggars wearing the full-face netted 



shrouds that are traditional among 
conservative Afghans. PaCks of 
stray dogs howl in the streets at 
night as they move between street- 
corner garbage dumps. 

To many people, the distinctions 
between the rival Muslim groups 
long ago lost significance, and the 
Rabbanf Government has become 
virtually indistinguishable from its 
Communist predecessor. 

Officials like Mr. tafraie ^Itln the 
same offices, served by some of the 
same obsequious aides, and ride in 
the same curtained Mercedes-Benz 
sedans. Like the Communist Govern- 
ment, the Rabbani administration 
leaves most relief efforts to interna- 
tional organizations. When the Af- 
iJian currency loses half of its value 
in a matter of days, as it did when the 
roads were blocked in January, it is 
the ordinary people, not senior Gov- 
ernment officials, who go hungry. 

On the front lines, the war seems 
to have attained a purposeless mo- 
mentum of its own. Young men, 



some in their mid-teens, taKe tne 
winter sunshine on battered steel 
cMrs, adorned in a bizarre mixture 
of American and Soviet camouflage 
fatigues, as if to emphasize the irrel- 
evance of the political disinctions 
that once fueled the fighting. 

For them, life has been reduced to 
rounds of banditry, exacting Wlls 
from those who return with their 
modest bounty from Taliban-held 
territory on bicycles and horsecarts. 
Sometimes the day's round turns to 
seemingly mindless violence. 

When two 10-year-old scavengers 
traipsed past one roadblock near the 
f rtmt lines carrying sacks filled with 
farming implements, one young sol- 
dier overheard one of the boys say- 
ing he did not understand what the 
war was about, and saw nothing to 
choose from between the Rabbani 
Govemni^t said the Taliban. 




Food is scarce in Kabul, the capital of Afghamstan. J[M^ TmS$ 

A resident bargained the other day mth aman, seated, who wis siting turnips on tj^jie^t. FEBRUARY 5 1996 
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Fr om Cold Vi/^ A/ghans Inherit Brutal New Age 



By JOHN F. BURNS 

HERAT, Afghanistan, Feb. 11 — 
When the cim^ were aimtwiBM ls 
the main stadium in Herat earlier^ 
this month, they went as Romans did* 
to the Coliseum, to watch the grim 
ritual of death. 

First, the crowd sat through a 
harangue by a Muslim cleric from 
ttm Taliban, me Islamic fundamen- 
talist force that emerged from the 
chaos of civil war in Afghanistan to 
take control of more than half the 
country to the last 18 months. * ^ 
Then Taliban officials turned their 
attention to an Afghan man who was 
said to have been convicted by a 
l^^aii amrt of a tri ple mi trtler. 
After his hands and feet were tied, 
and a noose put around his neck, he 
was hoisted slowly by a crane. 

Afghans who saw the execution' 
said thei man died slowly, jerking 
. spasmodically before finally going 
' limp. 

From the crowd, there were 
shouts of "Allah- be praised!" Out- 
side the stadium, slumped against a 
wall and wailing, were several wom- , 
&k, relatives of the cbndendned man, 
covered head to foot in the manner 
the Taliban prescribes. 

The new Afghanistan is a world 
where murderers and "enemies" of 
the Taliban are hanged from cranes 
and the barrels of tank cannon, 
where the execution of others found 
guilty of killing consists of being shot 
in the back with rifles by their vic- 
tims' fathers, and where convicted 
thieves are subjected to surgical am- 
putations of their hands and arms. 

After the anarchy of recent years, 
many Afghans have welcomed the 
harsh punishments meted out by the 
Taliban to some violent criminals. 

According to reports published re- 
cently In Pakistan, there was an execution 
carried out in the eastern il^anistan city 
of Khost few days ago. 

A large crowd that had gathered on the 
grounds of a local hotel cheered when a 
retired Pakistani soldier named FaizuUah 
Khattak fired a burst from a Kalashnikov 

' rifle into the back of ^an Afghan named 
Mohammed Ullj^ who was convicted by an 
Islamic court of killing Mr. Khattak's son, a 
taxi driver who had crossed into Afghani- 

' Man witii a passenger last year. 

In another execution, the condemned 
man, an Afghan in his early 20's, was said to 
have begged forgiveness for killing his cous- 
fa, only to be cut down by two bursts of 
automatic rifle fire by his uncl€{j 

Not since 1979, when AyatoUah Ruhbllah 
iOiomeini led an Islamic revolution in Iran, 
which borders on Afghanistan only 75 miles 



Enforcers in the Name of Allah 



Out of the amyri^^itt 
followed the Soviet retreat from 
Afghanistan in 1989 emerged 
mBmrem competing factions. 



weapons that had been supplied 
covertly by the United States. 
Divided by tribal origins, i 
V pefssm^les or strictness of 
their interpretations of Islam, 
the factions have b9||^lor 
control ever since. 

A new and stringently ^ 
fundamentalist faction, the 
Taliban, arose in SeptiMer 
1994, in protest against the 
abduction and rape of a group of 
Afghan women and teenage 
girls by local warlords who had 
gained power in the fight 
against the Soviets. 

Invoking the memory of • 
forebears who fought the 
British, the Taliban pledged to 
' rid A^anistan of the warlords, 
whom they described as 
"parasites" inj^querading as 
Muslims. 



Within four months, they 
controlled a third of Afganistan. 
Since then, their fortunes have 
varied. Herat, the principal city 
in western Afghanistan, fell in 
September 1995. But Taliban troops 
besieging Kabul, the capital, have failed 
to dislodge the Government of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, a Muslim cleric. 

The fighters of Taliban — the word is 
Arabic for students of Muslim religious 
schools — include former guerrillas 
fightiQg the former Soviet-backed 
Government, veterans of the Afghan 



west of here, has this region been wrenched 
so abruptly toward the past. Nor, since the 
Sovtet invaston of Afghanistan the same 
year, has there been anything to match the 
Jean's potential threat of completing a 
2,000-mile chain of animosity toward the 
West - through Iraq, Iran, and Afghai- 

SlcUl. 

The other macabre twist is that in Af- 
ghanistan this hostile force is a mutation of 
American cold war politics. For the Taliban 
emerged from the chaos of a war between 
Anaerican proxy warriors and Soviet troops 
and IS still supported by the arm mtmk 
of American allies created to ' " 
Viet power. 
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novices recruited from school in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Arms and 
money have come mostly from 
Pakistan and Saudi ArabiaL 

Their leader Js Mohammed Umar, 35, 
who grew up in a poor village and dira 
spent years fighting the Russians. "We 
are fighting against Muslims who have 
gone wrong," he told a Pakistani 
newspaper. 



Only a year ago, the rise of the Taliban 
was greeted with widespread enthusiasm to 
areas of the country that .they now control. 
Their sudden emergence as a political and 
military force, from a base in the southern 
city of Kandahar, was propelled by their 
pl^e to "cleanse" Afghanistan of the kill- 
ing, r£^ and pillage that became endemic 
under the cover oi the civil war that ensued 
after Soviet troops were withdrawn in 1989. 

But instead of the relief they promised, 
the Taliban havie plunged millions of Af- 
g^uuis into a new chapter of brutality that 
echoes the harShqesB of Af|^jBnj^ap's dis- 
tarn-past '■"-V;-/'' " • ' 

U ^ m i^MS iiAiett tbie^ ^m been s 
systemioic drive to imsti women back into 



)>urdah, the titBUtkmal MusUm arrange- 
ment that prevents them from seeing any 
men outside their immediate families. In 
Herat, like other places the Taliban rule, 
this pTSiCtice has meant a loss of rights most 
Afghan wosoep had enjciyed for decades. 

Education and Work 
Are Denied to Women 

I Under Taliban decrees, women have been 
forbidden to work outside their homes, ex- 
cept in hospitals and clinics, and then only if 
; tiiey work ^ctai^vely with women and girls. 
'Girls have been expelled from schools and 
colleges, and fold that, for now at least, 
education is fur boys (mly. Girls w^ were 
only months from finishing high sdiool, or 
young women graduating from college, 
have been told their career dreams are 
«ver. 

Women wishing to go shopping in the 
bazaars, or to move anywhere outside their 
homes, must be accompanied by male kin- 
folk and wear the traditional burqa, a head- 
to-toe shroud widi a netted slot over the 
eyes. 

' The regime imposed by the Taliban, 
[across a 600-mile stretch of territory from 
Herat in the west to the Pakistan border in 
the east, is one of such hostility to "modem" 
^uences that the secretive Muslim clerics 
who lead the movement have ordered public 
"hangings" of television sets, video-cassette 
jp^&es wM mtm 9!0imm. M Heiitt» Tali- 
rfoan fighters have gone from house jUlntise 
pulling down satellite dishes and antennas 
and confiscating books judged to be tainted 
by Western influence. " = 
^ As in the Iran of the ayatoUahs, the Tali- 
ban s rule joins a harsh interpretation of the 
Muslim holy book, the Koran, with modem 
forms of enforcement. Herat bristles with 

L'iSS? "^."■^'■l" " ^ong-tailed turbans 
cairpBg Kalashnikov rifles. Some watch 
suspiciously from rooftops, while o^ 
raunder through the narrow, crowded 
^ Meets of the bazaars in Japanese pickup 
trudii^it were bought for them by sympa 
Sem ^'^ «*»«ries, Saudi Arabia S 



Mushms, and Know nocnmg oi me tme 
greatness of our faith. There are no words 



among 



TaHhilf With their puritanical beliefs the 
JpnS^Lf T "^"^ ^'ntroi of Herat to 



vards^ .*nud-walled court- 

yards KSiimrightened townsfolk tell of 



™»ey»dgoUIa„dcars.a„dpr^lg^J| 
nie^-fiSBe as young as 15, for service in 

punisbing any intrujler. "^vasam 

^1'^ l* years, we lived in hope that thines 
would get better," said an elderly aS 

Kred^'L'l^gS",'*''.^- 
In a home redolent of a richer na^st o 
looking oSfo' ?^Un 
ed^WP L^P'ri - schollr add" 
nothmg but the Koran, even though 
them cannot read; who call toeSes 



^^^^^^ I^ WmalMi of War, 
Tliere & liMe Left to Lose 

For some Afghans, the TaUban represent 
the end-product of a war that has wom away 
what little progress this intensely conserva- 
tive country made before a Communist coup 
in 1978 led to the Soviet intervention, a 
decade of guerrilla conflict, and now, seven 
years after the Soviet forces left, a seeming- 
ly endless civil ivai^ With its cities, towns 
and villages in ruDble, and little left to 
destroy, these Afghans say, the country has 
finally reached, in the ascendancy of the 
Taliban, something close to a primal state. 

Apart from their social and religious rig- 
ors, the Taliban, who mainly belong to the 
ethnic Pashtun group that accounts for 
nearly half the population pf Afghanistan 
are obtmsive outsiders in Herat. By their 
customs and by their language, Pashto, as 
well as by their appearance, they are set 
apart from the majority in Herat, where the 

ffiSS^J* ^^'^ is "mostly drawn from 
mmmmmiik minority, with its own lan- 
guage. Darl, whidi is a dialect of Peisim 
The differences are deeply resented in 
Herat, a city that was once a major center 
lor the arts and teaming, with close ties to 
the Persian dynasties that were a fountain- 
head of culture and military skill. In th% 
disdain many people in Herat show for the 
Taliban there is an element of the supertor- 
igr people here have always felt towards 
tiiose outside the Persian cultural tradition, 
particularly Pashto-sp#difei» ft^m Kanda- 
har. In the bazaars of Herat. Taliban are 
frequently referred to as "donkey boys." a 
term commonly used to describe people who 
are considered^^^ HKt'i^MlM'^ 

But long before the Taliban seized control 
here, ethnic and linguistic strains had been 
sharpened by the war. For 250 years, since 
Afghanistan came togethier as a natkm, Af- 
ghans have had a fierce sense of national 
pride that has overridden regional attach- 
? meats. But since Jhe war against the Soviet 
forces began in 1979, empowering local war- 
lords who made strongholds of every plain 
^^^^^^^tountry has disintegrated 
into a mosaic of e^ic fiefs;: 

An Uzbek group, led by Abdul-Rashid 
Doestam a former leader of a Communist 
militia, ieittfiols nitt^ # around 
Mazar-i-Sharif. A predominantiy Tajik 
group led by Ahmad Shah Massoud, a for- 
mer Mtislim guerrilla teader, conti-ols tiie 
nortiieast and the capital, Kabul. A group ©f 
ethnic Hazaras, Shiite Muslims witii strong 
links to Iran, dominate in the mountains 
northwest of Kabul. Ethnic Pashtun groups 
prevail almost everywhere else. 

Of tiie Pashtun groups, the most powerful 
is the Taliban. Virtually unknown until Sep- 
tember 1994. they gained pmer first in 
Kandahar, historically a center of Islamic 
conservatism. The name Taliban was taken 
from the Arabic word for students, a reffer- 



ence to tiie fact tiiat tiie core group of 

J^f .Sf""^ *t MusUm reli^ous 

scAools known as madrassahs in Kandahar 
and. before that, during the ScrSet oSSJa' 

SiifiS^/f^"^*^^^ 

New Guerrilla^Groj^p . 
Met Little Redstance- 1 

mS^T®^ '»"om the seea- 

SoH S®'?™^?^'^ forces, and 

backed by Saudi Arabia and Pakistin - 
American allies - tiie Taliban tiiriv^ ^ 

Kfii^'/K "'5""^^"' ^i"^ ^ar. After 
Kandahar, tiiey drove rapidly east and west 
meeting littte resistance. MosoT ri?S 
^ ^"'"PS ^^^er handed over tiieh- 

montiis of taktag Kandahar, tiie Taliban 
S;«^e^ttfie gates of Kabul. Witl4 
they had taken Herat. 

The drive on Kabul went into reverse 
when it met witii a stiff rebuff from M? 
M^soud. But since September, Taliban 
farces have once again tiireatened tiie capi- 
tal, maintaining a tight siege in a loose 
alliance with General Doestam, wSS 
Tn2l f ^P7?*ns on Kabul from tiie north. 
To tiie east of tiie capital a MusUm guerrilla 
group led by Gulbuddin Hekmatyarfa pS, 
tun leader who was a favored recipient of 
American money and arms during the war 
against the Russians, has recovSed from 
his own defeat by tiie TalUg^,!^^ aa» to 
participate in tiie siege. ^^'^^'^ 

Mr. Massoud has predicted a major Tali- 
ban offensive, probably about Feb. 20, arter 
tiie Muslim holy montii of Ramadan ends 

pre-emptive strike against tiie fundamental- 
ists. Many in Afghanistan say tiiat tiie oit- 
come of tiie next round of fighting betwaen 
the two groups could be the decisive event in 
the civil war. . ' .^%"» 

If tiie Taliban take tiie capital - unlil^y. 
but not impossibte, in tiie view of Western 
tfplomats in Islamabad - tiie prospect 
would be ior a Taliban GovemmeSt m^Si 
Irf o f Jjministrations tiiey have instalted 
to 12 of Afghanistan's 31 provinces. In Kan- 
dahar, Herat and otiier places tiiey have 
taken power, tiie Taliban rule tiirougtt^ a I 
shura, or council, composed of Muslim cter- ' 

»™>wn as mullahs. Decisions «re 
reach^ in secret, and announced as de- 
crees. Resistance is punishabte by deatf| 

For the moment, Taliban leaders in Hesat 
appear keen to accentuate their reasonarte- 
ness at least to outsiders. A Westem repwt- 

nJj^^ ^^ul ^^""^ "^^y" ^ an acSli- 
panj^ photographer, moved freely abdut 

the city Mid took photographs at wUl, soX 
thing sa^d to be almost impossibte for ir- 
fhfi^^? Kandahar. "We see no countrjSn 
toe world as our enemy, ev«i if tiiey wani^ 
insider us as toeir enemies," said Ndhr 

wSn^^J!^'^^^ 32.yearH)ld mulSh 
who^ the^rd-ratflting T^m leader$n 

On^eason for toe less stringent attitude 
toro^ Westerners in Herat could be £e 
growing hostiltty towMd toe Taliban in Irji 
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which has jotaed India and Russia in 
airft^ ctf arms, ammtmitiini and other sii 
plies to the Massoud forces in Kabul. 1 
Taliban's brand of militant Islam, desf 
to siQjerficial similarities with Iran, 1, 
done nothing to alleviate estrangemeik 
that grow from the 1,300-year-old schism] 
the Muslim world between ShUtes, the i 
iority in Iran, and Sunnis, who make up 



lation. 

'J 

- I 
% 

Links to U.S. Allies I 
Raise Suspicions in Iran | 

But politics, more than religion, appear |o 
underpin the Taliban's distrust of Ir Ji. 
Wrm the outset, the Taliban have be«n 
strongly backed by Pakistan, a fact that his 
prompted Iranian religious leaders to 4- 
fli^ttftee the Taliban as part of an America 
plot to encircle Iran. Recent military prepl- 
rations by the Taliban suggest that Talibm 
leaders fear an attempt by the Kabul Goik- 
ermaait, with Iran's backing, to try to re- 
capture Herat. The Massoud ally who ruldd 
here unUl September, Ismail Khan, who fl&i 
to th« fisiini Iranian city of Meshed wiji 
thousands of supporters, is said to ham 
regained control of several strategic tow 
souft and west of Herat, perhaps in prep 
^tattoaltr a possible strike against Herat; 
That the Taliban have reason to fek> 
challenges seems clear. Herat residenf. 
«Hiio^ ^ demonstrate the city's capaciw 
to resist outsiders, take visitors on a joum^ 
into hills north of the city, where a shriS 
has been built at the site of one of the wor" 
atrocities of me mff li^st the Sovii 
occupation. 

On a saddle in the hills overlooking Her* 
glass canopies have been erected over pij 
where Afghan Communists massacred hi 
dreds of Herat residents after an anti-Co 
munist uprising in Septemberl979. | 

In local lore, the uprising has joined til 
challenges Herat offered to past conquel- 
ors, including Alexander the Great, Gengh 
Khan and Tamerlane. But if Taliban figh 
ers visiting the shrine absorbed the me 
sage, they did not show it. As they peere, 
into the pits where the victims were buried 
taking in the bullet-fractured skulls ail 
bones, the rotting clothing and shoes, and 
the scattered Afghan currency, they seem^ 
unimpressed, They died," one TalibS 
warrior said. 1« 

Some of the Taliban troops seemed to M 
as much victims of the situation as perp# 
trators. In a wrecked school that was rebuil 
last year by the United Nations, a group S 
Taliban warriors huddled together in tl 
cold, the bare concrete floor around the 
littered with vegetable peels. Among t 
men, all in their early 20's, there was not Oi 
who had ever been to school. '"I've been 
fighter ever since I started to 'grow 
beard," said Sher Ali, aged 20. "Since 14 
have been fighting. It's aU I have ev 
kiKim" 




A Repressive Vision 
Of a Holy Future 

Although he has never read the Koran 
Mr. Ali said he believed that the Taliban, hi 
following its teachings, wmM be the salva 
tion of Afghanistan. "Everything we do wil 
be according to the Holy Koran," he saidi 
No negative actions wiU be aUowed Whal 
ever Allah has commanded, as far as poss^ 
ble, we will do." As for those who defied th^ 
Koran, Mr. Ali said, tracing a finger firsi 
across his ne(*, ft^ aia^,^ - ' 
"We will cut!" 

A short distance away, another group, thii 
time of women and babies, sat shivering iif 
another bare concrete room, the malnutril 
tion ward of the main Herat hospital In / 
city where one in every five babies died 
before reaching its first birthday, profes 
sional care in the ward relied until recentlj 
on a French doctor assigned to Herat by 
Paris-based medical charity. Medietas d 
Monde. But in January, the doctor, after 
shoving match with armed Taliban m 
ordered to leave the ward under Tallbi 
surlctores mMm^m^m.mm 
women. 

The doctor has kept busy working amoi 
refugees in a tented camp on the cttyL 
outskirts. But the memory of his banishl 
ment rankles the Afghan women staff memi 
bers, many of them barely trained, who arS 
left to cope with the patients. One worn 
with a small baby had her own 

NYT 2/14 
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Above, viromen forbiddoi 
to work beg outside a Herat cemetery. 



RegalA^han 

By FRANK LITSKY , 
Just like a diva, she had ^ hair- 
dresser hovering over her before she 
met her public. For 45 minutes, he 
brushed, sprayed a mixture of water 
and conditioner, brushed, combed 
i|nd brushed again. • « • 

She is Ch. Tryst of Grandeur, a 5- . 
year-old, 50-pound black Afghan* 
hound. When she won the Afghan 
breed judging yesterday afternoon, 
she reaffirmed her position as a fa- - 
vorlte to.win the best-of-show trophy 
at tt^t the Westminster Kennel 
Qub shgw in Madison Scpiare Gar- 

Tryst, the Afghan, is unusual in 
nany;^ways._ Start with her name. 
Few dogs would recognize their for- 
m^names. (Can you just hear an 
wmm hound responding to "Come 
here, Ch. Xanadu Cinondra Shake- 
speare!"?) But Tryst is known sim- 
ply as Tryst, and she is the height of 
femininity. Listen to Michael Cana» 
lizo of Freeport, L.I.. her handler/ 
caretakeWhairdresser: "She's ev- 
erything d\feminine Afghan shouk) 

be. She's gr^eful and elegant, like a 
beautiful woii^an. That little glint in 
her eye lets you know ^ can be just 
as aau^i^ as she w«i»«ti.» . 

[She didn't win.] NYT 2/14 
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Afghanistan's War - Forgotten But Still Producing Side-Ejffects 



STAFF 



By Rft^MHNt Hottelet . great confrontation of the cold war. 

Saudi Arabia roughly matched the American contri- 

SEVEN years ago, the Soviet invaders withdrew from button; but the Saudis, including wealthy princes and 
Afghanistan; but the war never stopped. The mu- private donors, were primarily interestei in the mu- 
jafticteen, the I^toaic gu^wfflas who h^ jaMdeen as IslaiM€ ighters. 

the Red Army, continued to fight against President Na- Pakistan wanted a closely allied Islamic state to elim- 
jibullah, the Kremlin's man. Even before he was over- inate Soviet influence. It is now accused of bankrolling 
thrown, in 1992, they turned upon each other. the Taliban not only with an eye on the Russians but also 

t^e flood of weapons to the guerrilla factions from to domittate the trade roito to ^m^k-zi^:" ittid to 
outside haftlly ^Ml, although the United States ended keep India from undercuttiiig Bs^Miil#ieir imaiiding 
its support Jan. 1, 1992. One new factor, the Taliban strug^e over Kai^inir. 
militia, emerged last year to seize a mzyor role in the 

bloody struggle for power and especially for control of The role of the Taliban 

the syniboie lOiii tfiM is Ki^ul^ the capital. Some 25,000 "^k) are ^ H^lm? 'Wm mm ^mmm- "^mA&A" m 
people have died in almost incessant rocketing, shelling, "searcher for the truth." TTieir leaders are said to have 
and bombing of the city since 1992. The population's lot come from religious schools in the great Afghan refugee 
remains death and devastation in yet another harsh and camps inside Pakistan. Like the old factions, they pro- 
early winter. fi^ldliMfW^^ 

Only one thing has clearly changed. The world, so titeyc^ltteprfl^Bnt criminal leadefAip The Taliban i^e 
long fascinated by the Afghan drama, has lost interest. utafiWSW^Fviii^e, relegating women to the dark ages 

Today's struggle is a mix of 
coldblooded tactics and the sur- 
real. Early last August, an 
Ilyushin-76 transport plane was 
forced to land in the city of Kan- 
dahar. It was a charter flight with 
a Russian crew, from the republic 
of Tatarstan in the Russian Fed- 
eration, loaded with Albanian AK- 
47 assault rifles for the fighters of 
President Burhanuddin Rdbbani 
in Kabul. It was forced down by 
the Taliban, who continue to hold 
the crew despite appeals from 
Russia, the United Nations Gen- 
eral Assembly, and the UN Secu- 
rity Council. 

Russia reportedly gives Mr. 
Rabbani massive help in a covert 
operation that has been run by 
Imi^^ Primakov, director of 
Russia's foreign intelligence ser- 
vice. Long known as a Middle East expert, Mr. Primakov 
is President Boris Yeltsin's nominee as foreign minister 



and advocating the gruesome 
traditional punishments of flog- 
ging, i^^Hd^, ampliation. 
This has set the tone not only 
for uncompromising conflict but 
also for the further fragmenta- 
ti(M Mi brutalizatioia i^mdtf^. 

The Taliban \mm given no 
idea of what they mean by Is- 
lamic government and refuse to 
join in the UN's effort to find a 
poMcal m^ ^ ^^mm. 'Wm^ in- 
sist on a military decision. 

Yet, in the chaos that reigns 
in Afghanistan, the Taliban 
could point tile ^mf to a 
tion. The group is split between 
the primitive Islamists and those 
with royalist leanings. Their 
center, Kandahar, was the seat 
of Pushtun kings (Pushtun is 
one of the maiii f&nic Mid 
linguistic groups in Afghanistan). 

Zahir Shah, the former monarch who was deposed in 
and is reputed to be a more ardent expon^Ptt of BtE^ian 1973, li^ ttrpd to return to his country as a tran- 




interests than his predecessor, Andrei Ko2yrev. These in- 
terests, the motor of Soviet intervention in 1979, con- 
tinue to involve Afghanistan, Turmoil there has spilled 
over into the Central Asian republic of Tayihatoi, where 
Rii^a has stl^<cMed more one divisioii iesI^ Ifoops, 
worried that Islamic radicalism r^y tpr^d to att of for- 
mer-Soviet Central Asia. 

Mtt^m groups maxSL f«^«ii«d stridteg^ 



^toial, national catalyst. He has been in Rome since he 
was oviftiteown and, now SI, shows Uttie interest in the 
idea. 

li^while, Afghanistan jogs the memory of a world 
itat Wikm forget ^. ft has te^iine the second- 
largest producer of opium, ipcre?^^^ imported as 
heroin to the West via Russia. 

Some 400 American Stinger hand-held antiaircraft 
missfies are ^ttgR to have gone to the mujahideen. 
Iran and India also support the Rabbani governittent. They were not all used in the war. The "Afghanis," non- 
Iran, with close ties to the large rrvinority of Shiite mus- Afghan Arabs in the main, who learned the roughest 
lims in western Afghanistan, fears "fbr them and for its guerrilla trades there, are joumeyinen terrorists in the 
own influence if the fanatic Sunni come out oa top. Arab world and beyond. 



India's strategic calculus is based on KMhi^, itis north- 
ernmost province. The rebellion of Kashmir's Muslim 
majority has poisoned India's relations with Pakistan 
from the beginning. 

During the Afghan war against the Soviet invasion, 
Pakistan was the supply line to the miyahideen. Even ret- 
rospect staggers the imagination. The United States sent 
the miyahideen an estimated $5 billion in arms, anunu- 



T^ose who can stifle titeir Ifeielings about the human 
misery and the millions of unexploded land mines may 
still see reasons - in the opium, the "Afghanis," the miss- 
ing stingers, and the strategic dangers of this political 
tornado in the heart of Ai^ia to djs ^hatevef tlt^ oan 
to bring peace to Afghanistan. 

I Richard C. Hottelet, a longtime foreign correspond 



nition, and supiii^. For Washington, it was the last dent for CBS, writes on world affairs. 
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- ISLAMABAD - Bad news for Pa- 
kistan and Saudi Arabia-if the allega^ 
tion that the two countries are the 
main external hands for falib^ is 
accepted: Taliban arefast losing their 

' batUq^ainst the forces of military 
strongraan.Ahm'ad Shah*Masood.and 

^ the Burhanuddin Rabbani adminis- 
tration of Kafcul. ' 

Despitetavy rocket exchange be- 
tweehihe warring parties, which con- 

- tinued dlllate Tuesday night, Taliban 
''seemed to be const^tly:^^^^^ 
Even th^y^hadWfie^^ south- 
em'strategic Rishko'r Military Garri- 

in son, which-was one of the major mil- 
itary gains \Iiey had made soon after 
the stmt <^ the current assault on the 
Kabul establishment somfe ovar two 
months ago. 

. Till last week, they were in control 
of most, of Pul-i-Charkhi area in the 
south-east of the ci^«®»^ f J Mlo^ 
metres from the city, from where they 
couldadvance and control the Kabul- 
Jalalabad road, the main supply route 
for Ki^ti/ln addWiofl,- is Weistem 
observe akm pointed out, the Tali-^ 
ban victory over Pul-i-Charkhi meant 
that they could get an access to Ba- 
grain Airport, which, located some 60 
km friaiil^liil, prpvides its admMis- 
^trati(^^^y^»^^Q^^ltese. 

What does all this mean? That, with 

General Rashid Dostum being a silent 
operator, Ahmad Shah Masood re- 
mains Afghanistan's leading military 
€gure. Exact estimates of his weap- 
ons strength, or their sources of origin, 
may be a matter of speculation, what 
is unquestionable" is his war tactics. 
Leading a force that is not as ill- 
organised as Taliban are, hei^ems to 
know where to concentrate his force," 
where to econmise it, and where to 
^ launch a surprise attack. 

Last week, the Misood forces 
launched a massive attack against 
Taliban in the city's south-eastern 
combat theatre, pushing them some 
20 km back, capturing not just the Pul- 
i-Charkhi areas but further south-east- 
tern towns of Chakri and Band-e- 
Ghazi as well. Taliban fled to areas of 
their Logar province, some 32 km 
from Kabul Tuen, apparently, he got 
the information well in advance thai 
Taliban, after being defeated in the 
south-east, were now concentratingin- 
the southern Rishkor hills. 

Now, before, Taliban cpiild pose 
any credible threat to his forces," his 
latest military push has forced them to 



's f ate in 

flee even .Rishkore. NoW the only 
strategic area in the soutlv. which is 
still in Taliban control, is Khairabad 
Hills. But tiiese hills have 43een in 
Taliban control since Septiember So. 

it will not be a big deal for Masood to 
wipe out his enemy from this area the 
moment he thinks tiiat it is beconuning 
potentially dangerous for him. 

Politically as well, not just TaU^^ 
but also their alleged foreign support- 
ers appear to be on the receiving end 
primarily because of the two factors: 
^WMkmW^ tih6 United Nations"" 
Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister 
Alauddin Broujerdi is currentiy in Af- 
ghanistan, reportedly engaged in hec- 
tic diplomacy to strengthen the hands 
of the Rabbani administration against 
Taliban. It is the third time this year 
that Mr Broujerdi has come to Af- 
ghanistan. He has met Rashid Dostum, 
whom, according to security agency 
sources here^he had tried to convince 
last September not to side with Taliban 
and instead, join Rabbani and fight 
"against Taliban in Um&t. Tte 
man DFM assured General Dostum . 
that, in case of his victory over 
Taliban, Iran would not object to his 
ftile in Herat . 
. Taliban have more than once ac- 
cused that one of the reasons for Mr 
Broujerdi' s frequent visits to Afghani- 
stan is that Iran wants' to set up a 
military base in^ the predominantly 
Shiite Bamyan province, which the 
forces of anti-Iran Hizb-e-Wahdat 
forces had capture4J5"om the Rabbsmi 
administration forces last montfi. Now, 
m f&tmp&m;^ Imtim D^iKy ¥m-- 
eign Minister has also- met -Karim- 
Khalili, the coinmander of that faction 
of Hizb-e- Wahdat which has so far not 
cooper^^ wfii #ie Irfetttn legi^. It 
is commander Akbari's Hizb-e- 
Wahdat that is in alliance with Mr 
Rabbani. This Shiite faction toes the 
~ Mm of Iran, biit~is not considered 
militarily strong. 

Some Afghan nationals living here 
as refugees term Khaliii's Hizb as one 
of the three anti-Rabbani factions which 
have the potential to challenge Ahmad 
Shah Masood' s forces. However, thei: 
opinion about Taliban is that they are 
"some sort of a farce." It is notyet cle^r 
whether m not the Iranian Deputy Foi-- 
eign Minister has succeeded in making 
any deal with Commander Khalili. But 
if he has, this should be a cause for a 
serious concern for my external 
actor(s), whichhavejbeenbankingupon 
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the^llmbo 

Taliban since their rise in Afgha^i^stan 
in October last year. 

The momeaf TaHbto had made the 
most credibly advance two weeks ago, 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan had Jointly 
come out with a three-point peace 
agenda for Afghanistan. Both might ' 
have made tliis move in anticipation of 
an eventual victory of Taliban over the 
Rabbani administration. Taliban fiad 
already rejected the United Nations 

latest plan, presented last month by 
UN's Afghanisan envoy- Mahmoud 
Mestiri and proposing to set uip a 28- 
member Council government in Ka- 
bul, after Mr Rabbani quits his office. 

For Taliban and their alleged exter- 
nal supporters, the apparently tragic 
deveopment right now is that-even , 
General Dostum seems to be willing to ^ 
be in^ favour of the UN plan, which 
already has the fiili-fledged support of 
the Rabbani adminis;tration. On Tues- 
day, reportedly, he presented some ten ■ 
names to the UN officials in Kabul to, 
be included in the Council which Mr' 
Mestiri's latest peace formula pro- 
poses to set up. Preveiously, the Su- 
preme Coordination Council, of which 
DosUim — besides Taliban, Khalili. and 
Hizb-e-Islami's Gulbadin 
Hekmatyar — is a member, had ex- 
pressed serious' reserv^ti9!jis- about 
Mestiri's plan. • • 

If the notion that Pakistan is banking 
on Taliban is accepted, the latest mili- 
tary and political deveop'ments with 
regard to Afghanistan seem to go 
against its national interests. Ravan 
Farhadi, Afghanistan's UN ambassa- 
dor, has once again accused Pakistan ' 
of involvement in tlie affairs- of his 
country. For this, he has cited theiatest 
air-strikes and rocket attacks by Taliban 
on Kabul; which have killed and in- 
jure(ij s^eral ci:^ilji^,, Ig^Ilffl 12 / 7 

TASi»liT STOPS SENBING FUEL 

TO BQif m 

Uzbekistan has cut the flow of 

electricity and fuel oil to Dostum. 

Reports from Mazar say the price of 

fuel oil has skyrocketed as a result of 

the embargo imposed by Uzbekistan. ^ 

The reason for the decision of 

Uzbek^M m cut the flow of fuel and 

etostrtcky to Do^n ||^ ^.ait eto* 

V but it kspm^lsm^^^M ^Msm h not 

happy with the close relation between 

the ex-communist warlord G^ral 

Dostum and the Taliban. 
AFUHAJNews vol. 11, #11, October 




Sibghatullah Mujaddedi has re- 
signed from the four-party alliance 
formed two years ago to topple 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani's gov- 
ernment, his spokesman said on 
November 29. 

Mujaddtdi, who served as presi- 
dent of the Supreme Coordifiation 
Council of Islamic Revolution in 
Afghanistan (SCCIRA) has decided to 
step down for "political reasons," thC 
spokesman, Musa Ghazi, told AFP. 

He refused to elaborate, pending 
the return of Muja^^ii ^& m 
Denmark. MujadiM's ieda^ mm 
alter imports that his alliance ^1^^^ 
had h^ld secret contacts with tite ^ftiul 
government without informing him. 

The SCCIRA, grouping Hezb 
Islami of former Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hikmatyar, the National 
Islamic Movement of ex-communist 
general Abdul Rashid Dostum and a 
faction of Shite Mezb Wahdati former- 
ly led by Abdul M 'Mazari vm 
form^ iitore than two years ago as m 
anti-Rali^ni alliance. 

It is said Mujaddidi also had C0R- 
plaints that SCCIRA's two key compo- 
nents, Hezb Islami and the National 
Islamic Movement, had not consulted 
him while taking some important politi- 
cal and military toisiotts. 

' Mujaddedi, who served as first 
presid^t of .post-comnaunist 
Afghanistan in 19#2, h i^^t^ied 
among Afghan people as a moderate re- 
ligious leader. 
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Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) distributed food stuffe with a value of US$ 31 000 
oZ"f T '« Badakhshan Province. Almost 

?0^m r ""f" "'"f " '<'^CS also donated a further US$ 

10,000 fa, a water supply schenje being executed by WHO in Faizabad, Badakhshan. 

ACBAR News Suntmary Noveaiber 
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QPllMiQN 

December 19, 1995 

Dear Friends, 

I am enclosing some FBIS Reports from the Central Asia series for you to use as news 
sources m your next issue of Afghanistan Forum . These reports add a whole new di- 
mension to the situation in Afghanistan, and. I believe Pakistani support for the 
Talxban is explained by Pakistani eagerness to get its share of Turkmenistan's resources. 
Turkmenistan holds some of the world's largest gas & oil supplies. Until now. pipelines 
have funnelled the gas & oil into the former Soviet Union countries . By devIioSng 

to^'cMnf/^ ° r ^^^"'^ '° ^""P^' south Asia & the sea. & eaf t 

%. f^^^"^ ' Turkmenistan can shift its economic focus to other parts of the 

contLa^mS;^"''" "'J' '° ""P^^^ ^ """^ independent position in the 

cTrl Tl ""^^f ^^^^"gs between Russia & its former Central Asian colonies. The FBIS 

Reports reveal the difficulty that the newly independent countries in 
attempting to free thenselves of their old ties to Russia. The ties involve currency 
gold reserves, military garrisons, transportation & communication networks, power grids 
as well as pipelines & other trading patterns. Russia is engaged in trying to 

awarf^orits'o 't'^- "''i' attempting both to draS'central Asia 

rlTcrll^ r colonizer & to establish their own access to Central Asia's resources 

ITnfi .t^""^ Turkmenistan has been negotiating with the Jap^ese over a 

pipeline through China to Japan; with countries to the west over a pipeline through 
Iran & Turkey to Europe; and now an agreement has been made to build a pipeline through 

tn^thHr^nli!"^ ' ^^^'^^^ ''''''' ^ Afghan^LlripItio^n^' 

force^^'a^forJing'tf iieli" s - or to the joint Taliban/Pakistani 
rorces. according to the Kabul gov't - Pres. Leghari of Pakistan made an official visit 

'"^^ P'P^^^^^ ^° Pakistan. In a formal speech, Leghari refer- 
red to substantial progress that had been made toward the implementation of fhe plans 

se'^u ed' Ltt^oTo'eeVthfl't-'"^ '""'''tT' ' r^^' westerHf haS:t'ai':;Mch 

lllhll^ Tr I ^ ^ ^""^^ ^'^^^ proposed pipeline would pass through' 

Leghari & Turkmenistan's Pres. Niyazof also discussed running a power grid from Turk- 
menistan through Afghanistan to Pakistan (which has a shortage of energy resources) 

granted the rLht ^^^'"^^ ^"^^'^^^ ' ^^''^ w:rrfo::iily 

Sase & transnorJ%r"^ P^?^'^"^ Turkmenistan to Pakistan, and to 

P^peU^: L^nHhrla^e^o'^t;. ' °' ^^^^^ -^^^^^^ - 

°^ formal Afghan involvement in these arrangements, the confidence of 

confSL ^""t ' ^^"'i^g °f agreements in being 

confirmed immediately after the Taliban's final victory in its drive for control ovL 

su^pLf SartJfr^-J^'r'^'.f '"^"^^ ^^^^^y — « reasonable to 

suspect that the Taliban have allowed themselves to be used as pawns by foreign gov'ts 

& oil companies. It also seems reasonable to suspect that the Lck of int'Iprotelt 
over foreign interference in the Afghan civil war is the result of int ' ^ investment 
& development plans rather than int'l lack of concern. mvescmenc 

I hope you find the enclosed documents to be helpful for your next issue Thank vou 
for your time & effort in publishing the Forum. I look forward to r::di;g ea^h issue. 

Sandy Lillydahl 
Amherst, MA 

[Excerpts from the Foreign Broadcast Information Service Reports follow:! 
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FBIS-SOV.95.173 
7 September 1995 

Pakistani Presideat Arrives on Official Visit 

LD0609140495 Moscow ITAR-TASS World Service 
in Russian 1216 GMT 6 Sep 95 

[By ITAR-TASS correspondent Anna Kurbanova] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Ashgabat, 6 Sep — The presi- 
dent of the Mamie R^Mic of PiEstan [Sardar F^ooq 
Ahmad Khan Leghari] irrived in Turkmenistan today 
on an official visit. He was met at the capital's airport 
by President Saparmurad Niyazov. In accordance with 
the program of the visit, which is to continue until 8 
September, the first round of interstate talks will be held 
this evening. The t^ wiU mm on the jo^^r project 
for building a ptp^ine to Faldstan. « « « 



FBIS-SOV.95-1^ 
8 September 199^ 

Pomr i^i^y Projecte Disci^ed 

LD0709202695 Moscow ITAR-TASS in English 
1931 GMT 7 Sep 95 

[By Oleg Lukiir] 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ashgabat, September 7 (ITAR- 
TASS) — Pikistani President Farooq AhiMd W^m 
LegM, wh®' i^ on ai toflkltf ^sit to Turim^is^n, 
familiarized himself with versions of proj^ts of power 
supply to Pakistan across Afghanistan, as well as the 
creation of a grid of joint electricity supply systems 
with a number of central Asian countries during his 
visit to tlie Mary hydro-el^tric Power station I6d#r He 
went # $ touf Of the Mary and^j^hmiz regipas of the 
country, which are noted for tbeir dynamic industrial 
development. • • * 

rftIS-SOV.95-|^ 
17 October \^ 

Niyazov DiscfO^^ Qm ^mm Foreign 
Companies 

LD1610170795 Ashgabat Radio Ashgabat Network 
in Russian 1300 GUT 16 Oct 95 

[FBIS *l^ii^lMei Excerpt] Our head of state [Turkmen 
President Saparmurad Niyazov] received Jimmy Ails, 
the leader of the American oil and gas company Unocal 
[Union Oil Co. of California], and Babra al-Alman, the 
head of the Delta company, at his country residence 
yesterday [15 October]. 

Aspects of the construction of the Turkmenistan- 
Afghanistan gas pipeline, the capacity of wMcll wiU 
be 20 billion cubic m&ms of natural gas annually, 
were discussed during the course of the mMt»gv Hie 
heads of the companies, having noted the importance 
of this international project, informed the Turkmen 
president that Unocal and Delta are aiming at long-term 
cooperation kj^ in the devel(^ment of gas deposits 
jffld in [word indistinct) of natural gas. 



Businessmen from various countries of the world are 
lowing int^t in the project for a gas pipeline leading 
to Pakist& &s implemeat^si — i^n^i^ ti the 
preliminary estimates of experts of the Unocal company 
— will nee4.$l0-$12 billion. 

Saparmurad Turkmeiite% iilsmied the ©f the 
companies that the consuuction of the Turkmcnistan- 
Afghanistan-Pakistan gas pipeline will be considered 
during his visit to the United Stales. 



FBIS-SO^iS^ 
31 OctoW tf9| 

U.S. Company To Ship Turlan«B Natural Gas to 
Pakistan 

LD30 10 162495 Moscow ITAR-TASS World Service 
in Russian 1449 GMT 30 Oct 95 

[By ITAR-TASS COT^@^iit A»M l^batova] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Ashgabat, 30 Oct — Tlie U.S. 
company Unocal and its tradi^ilalj ^i^em pMser, 
Delta Oil company from Saudi Arabia, have been 
granted the right to purchase Turkmen gas on the 
Turkmen-Afghan border and ship it to Pakistan. An 
agreement on this has recently been reached with a 

Turkmen government delegation in New York during 
the UN anniversary session, this was said in the 
Turkmen capital today by Unocal's presid<ait lohli Imte, 
prior to his departure for Islamabad. 

Turkmenistan guarantees sales of 25 trrllion of cubic 
feet [700bn cubic meters] of gas from the fields which 
are located in the southeast of the counu-y, the U.S. 
businessman stressed. In their turn, Unocal and Delta 
Oil companies intend to organize daily shipments of 
up to 2 billion cut^ peters of gas to Pakistan. The 
conttfiction of the 1 ,100 jp^ p^iine across 

the Afghan territory will bring pe^ t© this countfy and 
the region, the Unocal president says. 

A protocol of intention on the consuuction of an oil 
pipeline along the suie route has also been signed in 
New York, J. Imie stressed. It will be possible to ship 
not only Turkmen oil but also oil from the Central Asian 
part of the CIS and Russia's Siberian oil to the terminals 
in the Indian Ocean. 

The Unocal's president said that the future gas pipeline 
would cost about S3 billion and the pipeline would 
■'&m S5 billion. These are long-term projects and the 
in^eiffi^ffitation of thenb will <^end to a tege extent 
on the implementation of political accords between the 
three states, who are equally interested in establshing 
stability in this region. 
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Plundeped Afghan Treasures 



on display in the museum are currently 
available for $7,000 each. Exquisitely 
carved ivory statues of Indian courtesans 
from the 2nd century A.D. are for sale 
in Islamabad for $35,000 each. 

For tbotMands <^ years, Afghaimtan 
was »t the crossroads of conquest and 
commerce for ancient Iran, India, and 
Central Asia, and the museum's collec- 
tion was an unmatched testament to that 
rich legacy Archeologists and historians 
say the losses from the museum amount 
to the destruction of a major part of 
Afghanistan's cultural heritage. 

"If new artifacts are dug up, they will 
be disconnected from the past because 
the record here has gone," says Clara 
Grissmann, an American art historian 
who recently went to Kabul to help 
Popol catalog the few pieces that remain. 
Because of the professionahsm and thor- 
oughnisS'^ the cc^fction's r^sacking, 
few Afghans are c^fifcistic that the mi- 
iacts Willie re©(^^. ^ 

The story of the Bagram collection is 
a typical case. Forty miles north of 
Kabul lies the village of Bagram. It is 
built over the 2nd-century city of Kapisa, 
#Hi i^^ stmii^ capital of the Kushan 
L^a^ka, wi£^ empire stretched 



When rockets slammed into the 
National Museum of Afghanistan 
in Kabul in May, 1993, a fire 
melted beams supporting the ornate 
vaulted roof, sending it crashing down on 
the upper galleries. The next day, 
NajibuUa Popol, the museum curator, 
pedaled his bicycle through the fighting 
to the shattered building. He and a few 
staff members transferred what they 
could salvap lo the vaiits in the mu- 
seum's bas^ent. 

Thereafter, however, the museum and 
its collection — the sole comprehensive 
record of Central Asian history — were 
on the front line of the vicious struggle 
be^R^n mujdke4m factions lor control 
of the capital. Within months, the main 
museum building was gutted, and weeds 
were sprouting in the rubble-strewn 
upper galleries. In the months following 
the first rocket attack; i l^iM 0muja- 
hedin scdd^isreepeatedly br^iciied the 
steel doors of the vaults and systemati- 
cally looted their contents, often guided 
by detailed instructions from Afghan and 
Pakistani antiquities dealers. 

Soldiers s^aM^fi&ft^t pridoi^isb- 
jects, Popol says. Less-important artifacts 
were left smashed on the floor, while 
those too heavy to carry, such as life- 
sized statues of Kushan warriors 
from 200 B.C. and large Buddhas, 
were badly damaged. According 
to Sayed Eshaq Deljo Husseini, 
Afghan minister of information 
and culture, 90 percent of the mu- 
seum's collection has been looted. 
"It was one of the richest mm&- 
ums in the entire region, covering 
50,000 years of history in 
Afghanistan and Central Asia," 
Husseini laments. 

Interviews in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan with Western ex- 
perts and d^omats, Pakistani in- 
telligence and customs officials, 
mujahedin warlords, and smug- 
glers revealed a trail of looted ar- 
tifacts strewing from midiffl^en 
and antiques dealers in Kabul, 
Peshawar, and Islamabad to pri- 
vate art collectors in Tokyo, 
Islamabad, Jidda, Kuwait, 
London, and Gf^m-fle«ide Bagpam coUection Ivory: Coveted in Tokyo. 
in Afghan aatt^ies has 
come the biggest money earner after the 
heroin trade, and it is often the same 
mafias who are doing both," says a senior 
Western diplomat who is involved m 
tracking down some of the toit pieces. 

In Peshawar, two 2,500-year-old heads 
of the Hindu god Shiva that were once 




from north India deep into Central Asia. 
In 1^, while excavatiiig in the citadel 
of the Kushan fort, archeologists stum- 
bled across two sealed rooms that con- 
tained "the most spectacular archeolog- 
ical find of the 20th century," according 
to Nancy H. Dupree, co-author of the 
Guide to the NmiomA Mmmm of 
Afghanistan. There were 1,800 lacquers, 
bronzes, ivories, glassware, and statues 
from Rome, Greece, Egypt, China, 
India, and Central Asia. 

M ^ collection's heart lay 100 or 
BlCtf® lodiM ivory statues a^ relefs, 
many of them exquisitely rendered de- 
pictions of dancing courtesans and god- 
desses. In attempting to track down the 
iwi«l* ^ Wm gmtern Economic 
Revmw tm hMmA^^om Afghan gov- 
ernment officials and mujc^mtat hm^^ 
that during the fighting, they were stolen 
and flown to the northern city of Mazar- 
i-SI»«tl imd Uzbek warlord General 
Rasi»'"®osfcttffli;r.pl^ 1^^, ^^^y 

reached Peshawar Md'kiM MaM^ad 
and Europe. Twelve statues were sold to 
a London dealer for $300,000. The dealer 
in turn sold the statues to a Japanese col- 
lector for $600,000. 

The museum's collection of 40,000 
coins, ranging from the 8th century B.C. 
to the late 19th century, was one of the 
most extensive i n the world. It included 
the largest Greekand Roman coins ever 
found aM m m fekah Hoard. The 
hoard, which was Mtemm^ Mer a 
^ spring near Kabul, yielded 11,500 coins, 
I more than two tons of gold and silver, 
and spanned four centuries and civiliza- 
from Rome to China. Every single 
^IM disappear^. 

The museum was also renowned for 
the fabulous collection of Bactrian gold, 
21,000 gold objects dating from 100 B.C.' 
t© 100 A.D. Russian archeologists dis- 
covered the hoard in 1978 in northern 
Afghanistan. To mmm ipoors that the 
retreating Soviet army ^ uOm the 
gold m 1989, former communist 
President Najibullah displayed the 
Bactrian gold to Western diplomats in 
Kabul m 1991. It was then packed into 
crates and moved to a vault m the 
Presidential Palace in central Kabul, 
the Bactrian gold is now under the di- 
rect control of President Burhanuddin 
Kabbanis mihtary commander. How- 
ever, no independent witnesses have 
confirmed that the collection is intact 
^ar Eastern Economic Review was re- 
cently offered a gold cup and plate al- 

Rabbani's Kabul government is at- 
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Kabul population 
faces bitterest winter 

Rs 329m of food aid for Afghans 



brother's -armj' wage of 80,000 
Afghanis (] 4 dollars) per month." 
"If it had not been for this and 
the targetting of civilian afe"as by vari- 
ous factions, our lives would still be 
perfect— now wdte^only misery " 
she said. 

APP adds:The European Commis- 
sion EC has committed 7.8 million 
ECU (equivalent io 329 million Paki- 
stani Rupees) of food aid commodities 
tfc be channelled thro-jgb World FoorJ 
Programme, Afghanistan, for pro- 
tracted refugee operations in Afghani- 
Stan, says an EU press release-. 

The food aid consists of 20,000 tons 
of wheat, 1.900 tons of sugar, 1,000 
tons of vegetable ojl and 2,Q00_tons of . 

used for developing infrastructure 
dirbugh community participation in 
order ro promote self-reliance for re- 
turning Afghan refugees. In addition, a 
lai^e number of internally displaced 
persons will al so receive food-for- work 
assistance. By providing food for the 
repair and construction of roads, water 

and MtSfRHi and schools,' 

the relief assistance will reinforce 
WFP's emphasis on rehabilitation of 
infrastructure through food-for-work 
projects. A significant quantity of the 
wheal #ii fee aioeitttf to bakeries, 
which will prepare and sell bread at 
subsidised prices to tlie urban poor, 
using the funds gerherated to support 
local community projects. " ' 

The European Commission has al- 
ready awarded 30.8 million ECU 
(Equivalent to 1.3 billion Pakistani 
Rupees) in 1995 for its Afghan Refu- 
gee Programme. The actions finaftced 
include food, medical assistance, wa- 
ter and sanitation for persons displaced 
by fighting and for the major areas of 
KaW, Jfe^M Randfthar, as well as 
mines awareness and clearance. Also 
included was 9 million ECU (380 mil- 
lion Pakistani Rupees) for repatriation 
of Afghan refugees from Pakistan and 
Inin and tlieir reiiiiecrration in Afghanistan. 



^ KABUL (AFP) ^ The people of 
Kabul are fighting ti^ir toughest bat- 
tle fpr survival amid renewed rocket 
barrages and rampant inflation as Af- 
ghan factions fight for power, aid 
wprkei;s say. • ^^ 

The International Commfttee of the 
Red Cross *'(ICRC) has warned that 
this winter may be the bitterest for 
Afghans, veterans of 16 years of con- 
flict. C,; 

Peter Iseli, the ICRC's head of in- 
formation 4n Kabul, said civilian suf- 
fering had worsened since the Taliban 
militia resumed i^ as^utt on the city 
in October. 

"We are witnessing one of the 
world's humanitarian disasters, and if 
the fighting goes on, ^i^gt wili 
ably get even worse" h<R said. 1> 

"Bombings ancj rocket attacks on 
civilian areas have added to the al- 
ready (difficult conditions ptxtpie ex* 
perience. 

"When one side or another slaits 
dropping bombs or firing rockets on 
residential areas, this clearly shows a 
lixck of respect forliietfVilia«|(@Jttla- 
tion," he added. 

■ The ICRC has tried to sound the 
alarm for civilians in Afghanistan and 
otherwiff stfkfcsftftfe^is at the 26th 
inteftiational conference of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent societies in 
Geneva. • 

KMC cMet Comelio Sommaruga 
warned that the spread of eUinic con- 
flicts and civil wai, such as that in 
Afghanistan, meant the world could 
look forward to a new era of "pure 
barbarism." 

His warning came as the bitter Af- 
ghan winter set in; Renewed fighting 
around the besieged capital has killed 
at least 1 i 2 civilians and injured scores 
, in bomb and rocket attacks on residen- 
tial areas. The Taliban siege of Kabul 
on three fronts has sent fuel and food 
prices rocketing. The Islamic militia 
has claimed responsibility lor a bomb- 
ing raid 10 days ago which killed 41 
people, but said they had hit only 
military targets. 

But whoever the players aie in the 
latest round of lighting, the real losers 
in the conflict are the ordinary citizens 



whd have never taken up arms again.^l 
faction. 

"I, have never been to war, nevfer 
killed and never meddled in politics, 
but I have to fight for nry family's 
lives each day while the government 
goes to war with the Taliban," said 
Sarvyar, a bearded 70- year-old former 
water- well digger, once the sole bread 
winner among his 16 relatives. 

Last nionth he lost the use of his legs 

in an accident, leaving his two wid- 
owcd daughters — one of whom was 
crippled in a rocket attack which killed 
her husband 18 months ago : — |ind 
their 13 children with no means of 
support. 

*sMy dM^hters cannot w<Mk, one 
can hardly move and the other has to 
look after me and the children," he 
said. "I used to get paid in wheat, some 
of 1*lffici f s«^d for rent money and the 
rest of which was used to m^e bread 
forourfood. A fleast then we survived, 
now we have npdiing.. ,' 

•The children are cold and hungry, 
while we are terrified ihey Will be hurt 
by rockets or bombs at any time, but 
there is nothing any of us can do. 

"We are just waiting to die as things 
tefijte^ ^inE^se in recent months," ■ 
he sobbed while b«^Jed under a blan- 
ket in his tiny c^foom mod and brick 
house. - - '] 
I ' Sarwar and others like him have , 
seen their suffering steadily incifei^ 
since the Taliban first arrived on the 
outskirts of Kabul, threatening to top- 
pie the goveranaent, in March. 

Zakia watched a her husband was 
torn apart by a rocket as he waited in 
Une to be discharged from the army last 
year. On top of the emotional blow, his 
cut ai iniG?e«ie for her seyen children 
and any hope of a' better life. 

"Until three years ago, life was great. 
We owned a shop and had enough 
money for all the essentials^** she said. 

"Now I am alone and cannot marry 
again and we ha\'e sold evervthing we 
ever owned to buy food for the young- 
sters. . • - 

"Prices are rising daily as the block- 
ade around Kabul tightens, and I'm not 
sure how long we can all survive on my 

30 ^ 



Wittm AFGHANews •:M^ptMSB^T i 

The Taliban administralioi; in 
Khbst has unposcd the following 
three conditions on the relief orgiini- 
I nations operating in that province: 
! •Each organization has to em- 
ploy one of the Taliban's men as a su- 
, pervisor of their projects 

•Each organization should pro- 
J vide information, in wriung^ about 
i4he amount of money allocated for 
each project, 

.« The provincial auihorities of I 
the Taliban will decide which pro- 1 
I jccis should be given fjffwjritj^v I 



Foreign aid obstructing 
Afghan peace: Abu Nafisa 

From Ismai! Kh|m 

PESHAWAR: Conc^ling tie UN fail- 
ure toy bring about peace in 
Afgtianistan, Advisor to the UN Sec- 
retary General Special Representative 
on Afglianistan, Dr Sadek Abu Nafisa 
Sun<fey SRsid contimied foireign inter- 
ference was also a contributing factor 
in'obstnicting peace iHrospects in file 
war-ravaged country. 

"War is easy but to make peace is 
not", he told three-day seminar on 
Human Rights Abuses in Afghanistan. 
Speaking on behalf of tile UN Special 
Envoy Mahmoud Mestiri, Dr Sadek, 
however, said the UN was determined 
not to let down the Afghans and 
would continue its efforts to bring 
lasting peace to their country He said 
he was opttmi§tic tlialthe Ufi misste 
on Al^anistan wo^ Ite lii|pi 
form a central government represent- 
ing the will of the people. "At least we 
have made some progress in bringing 
the warring factions to talking tenns 
and agreeing to look at the list", he 
said, vMk i^^Aig to the prop(^d 
list comprising representatives of mu^ 
jahideen parties and the llaliban to 
form a future interim set-up in Kabul. 

Tlie anti-Rabbani alliance of Gul- 
badin Hikmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami, Dos- 
tum's JittiJ)ish-i-Milli, Shute.Hezb-i- 
Wah(M ^4 Jllttiaii itiil^ tai^ 
either rejected the list or p^e^osed 
more names. i 

/The Afghan factional leaders, he 
said, would have to keep their na- 
tional interests above every tiling eLse 

but deplored that the Afghans who 
were able to liberate their country 
from foreign occupation suffered 
from human rigte aliii^toi^ lio tcjn- 
tinued infighting. He thought that for- 
eign interference also obstructed 
peace in Afglianistan and appealed to 
the 'foreign countries' to refrain from 
meddling in tlie alfairs of the war-torn 
oountry?^dtlet'the Afghans decide 
their own fate. 

Regarding Mestiri 's deijarture to 
New York last month, Ur Sadek said 
tlie UN Ambassador would submit his 
report on Afglianistan to the General 
Assembly to be followed by discus- 



Xow response to UN 
fund appeal for Afghans 

■From Ou^ Correspondent 

PESHAWAR-The United Nations 
in response to its appeal of 123.978 
millions American dollars as finan- 
cial assistance for war ravaged Af- 
ghanistan during October 1995 to Sep- 
tember 1 996 has received only $ 1 2.90 
pledges so far. 

The Un|ted Nations assistance for 
Afghaitistkn in its latest report states 
only a few countries and organisa- 
tions responded to its appeals for Af- 
■ ghanistan and provided funds for re- 
' lief activities in that country. Not a 
single country announced pledges ipd 
funds fpr the social sector of the war 
ravaged Afghanistan. 

The report said that United King- 
dom hasi given heavy funds of 
$45,87.904 to the United Nations. 
These funds included $11,83,088 
unearmarked while the remaining 
aimed m. $m moiMmtkm and mlief 
management support, mine clearance, 
voluntary repatriation, heaUh and 
physical infrastnicture. The United 
Kingdom also provided 5,000 tonnes 



of wheat to the United Nations for ! 
people Of Afghanis^. i 

The Netheriand government also 
welcomed the UN appeals and pro- 
vided pledges and funds upto 
$24,68,153. The Netheriand assist- 
ance was 4,77,707 dollars for mine 
clearance, $636,943 for food, 
$7,16,561 for health, $3,18,471 for 
physical infrastructure and $3 , 1 8,47 1 
for coordination ancj management 
services. 

The Denmark government provided 
funds of US$14,41,441 to the United 
Nations, Germany released funds 
•o>f 24,51 1 dollars, Holy See handed 
over funds of 15,000 dollars and 
Switzeriand of 12,38,938 Ameri- 
can dollars. 

Among^ die Mtisftm countries only 
Kuwait and Qatar's non-governmen- 
tal organisations contributed assist- 
ance to the United Nations. An NGO 
of Qatar provided fund $30,000 to 
the United Nations for its relief activi- 
ties in Afghanistan while an NGO 
from Kuwait has given 1 0,000 Ameri- 
can Mars., ...NATION, 42/25 



Food, fuel shortage 

iii Kabul 



sion on the proposed draft resolution 
re^jting aH aspe««s <t m ^tuatioit 
in the embattled country. He dis- 
closed that 16 member states had 
recommended the continuation of UN 
peace mission on Afghanistan for an- 
other two years. He however, did not 
say as to when the term of the pre- 
set mission was to expire. 

Dilating on the human rights 
abuses in Afglianistan, he maintained, 
that peace was a pre-condition for the 
ehmination of such practi(!os. "The 
issue of human rights is the trade 
mark of every human struggle on 
earth", h« re»?i^iei. He saW tto 
even Islam emphasised on the strict 
observance of human rights which 
stemmed from tolerance. Tlie UN, he 
said, was particularly concerned 
about the continued violence against 
women in Afghanistan. "Without 
peace tliere is no protection of human 
-W, he stressed. ^^^^^^ ^2/1]! 



« , ^ the R«d Cr#si said the 
lood and fuel prices vy'ere now be- 
yond the reach of almost 70 per 
cent of the population in Kabul. 
It sMd without help from abroad 
thousands of people mtg^ not 
survive the winter. 

The Mhiistcr of State for For- 
eign Affairs Najibullali Lafrai 
criticised the Islamic Aid agencies 
for virtually ignoring the hu- 
manitarian crisis in Afghanistan. 
At a recent conference of OIC 
Foreign Minister in Guinea, he 
said had asked of humanitari- 
an support from the Islamic 
countries* Mr Lafrai said every- 
one lie talked to promised to help 
provided a broad based govern- 
ment is established and security is 
restored to Kabul. In effect that 
means no support from Islamic 
aid agencies will be fortiicoming. 

THE MUSLIM '12/20 
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EC's Rs 260m 
humantarian 
aid for Afghans. 

ISLAMABAD (APP) - The Iliiro- 
pean Commission has announced new 
humanitarian [of 5,730,000 ECU, 
(equivalent to )Rs.,260 million Paki- 
stani ), for the Afghan populaiiori. 

According tO the Press release the 
new aid will be mainly directed to ttte 
relief of suffering in Kabul, where 
actions will be implemented to pro- 
vide medical care, sanitation, shelter 
and heating . I« Kandahar, actions to 
provide medical care and sanitation, 
nutritional supplements, shelter and 
basic needs for vulnerable groups will 
be implemented. 

These actions will be coordinated 
by the European Community Humani- 
tarian Office (ECHO) and will be car- 
ried out by European NGOs and inter- 
national aid organisations iHChurmg 
the International Committee ol ihc 
Red Cross, the International I-cdcra- 
tion of the Red Cross, Medicins S;ins 
Frontiers (France), Medicins Sans 
Frontiers (Belgium). Solidarities 
(France), MERLIN (United King- 
dom), German Agro Action (Ger- 
many), Pharmaciens Sans Frontieres 
(France), Action Internationale Coiitrc 
La Faim (France), Oxfani (United 
Kingdom) and the Tear Fund (United 
Kingdom). 

• The new award brings the total 
amount of humanitarian aid for the 
Afghan people committed by the Eiu- 
ropean Commission in 1995 to 
36,915,000 ECU (IJ bHfibfi mi^ 
stani Rupees). 

Actions already financed have in- 
cluded fcK)d, medical assistance, wa- 
terand satiHatloh for persons displaced 
by fighting, (including the camps for 
displaced persons in Jalalabad), ;hkI for 
the major cities of Kabul, Herat iiiid 
Kandaliar, as well miitd^awarcncss and 
mine cleanuicc, mral recon.stmctiori. re- 
stricting of the public iicalth network, 
rc-afforesialion, education and train- 



ing. 



Also included %'a^vien award'tif 9 
million ECU to UNHCR for repatria- 
tion of Refugees from Pakistan and 
Iran and their reintegration in Afehaiii- 
siafT. mTtm 12/20 



UM Says Afghans 
Face Food Shortages 

KABUL. Afghanistan, Jan. 25 
(Reuters) — The besieged residents 
of Kabul face a dire shortage of food 
unless new supplies reach the freez- 
ing Afghan NCiapital sooii, a United 
Nations official said today. 

Martin Barber, the coordinator for 
Uie' Ui^ed lla^ions aid program in 
Afghanistan^ warned In an interview 
that food stocks In Kabul would run 
out in two weeks jimless routes into 
tfie city could bel reopened. 

Eleven days ago disputes within 
one oppositiott-dfaclUpn closed the 
road Unkfiic KabuL with Pakistan, 



tile last supply route into the city. 

Roads to the south and west of the 
city have been cut since October by 
fighting between forces loyal to 
Pf^mm Burhanuddin Rabbiani and 
the rebel Islamic Taleban militia. 
The road to the north has been shut 
by eonflict between the Government 
and ttisiier 6t)pollUon leader. ; 

"There is no alternative to opening 
the routes," Mr. Barber said. ?'Other- 
wise people here face an imminent 



n 



Food prices have soared about 60 
percent in Kabul in the past Week, 
and aid agencies fear that the ex- 
treme cold, coiMieiim tbe rising 
price of food and fuel, will have a 
devastating effect on residents. 

NYT 1/26 ' 



Fighting in Kabul Renewed 

KABUL, Afghanistan, Dec. 19 
(AP) — Rebel rocket attacks killed 2 
people and weunded 27 in the Afghan 
capital today, just hours after the 
military repelled two guerrilla offen- 
sives. 

pie Government blam€s4 ite rock- 
et assault on the Taliban, a rebel 
group camped just south of Kabul 
that is fightii^ to impose stri« Is- 
lamic rule. 

The United Nations warned today 
that e^tlmtog fighting and the onset 
of winter could take a staggering ^1 
on civilians. Its campaign to raise 
$124 million to help, begun in Octo- 
ber, has netted $12.9 millteiR so fUr. 

NYT la/20 




airlifts food 
to Afghans 

KABUL. Afghanistan — The Red 
Cross flew 15 tons of food into the 
besieged Afghan capital Saturday, 
inaugurating airlifts to ease the 
,hunger of thousands trapped by bit- 
ter factional fighting. 
^ The flight also carried medical 
supplies, said the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 
• "We received permission from all 
Afghan factions for these flights, so 
ttiey mm be safe/' said Michael 

man in Kabid. 

Additional flights will continue 
over the next few weeks, bringing 
more than 1,000 tons imm tm- 
tal, he said. • ^* ' • * - 

; Food supplies in Kabul dwindled 
in recerft weeks when most major 
land routes into the dty were cut off 
by fighting between Afghanistan's 
w«ring factions. 

Some of the fiercest fighting has 
been conducted by the Taliban mili- 
tia, which has vowed to crush Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani's gov« 
emment and install strict^ Islamic 
rule in Afghanistan. 

: Afghanistan has been ravaged by 
civil war since 1992, ^ea the com- 
munist government was ousted by 
Muslim guerrillas. The rebels then 
splintwed and turned their gims on 
eai^dtfi^. , - 

■ Up to 30 percent of the city's 
population does not have enough 
food to survive the winter, said Pe- 
ter Stocker. head of ICRC opera- 
tions in Afghanistan. 

Entire dty blocks in Kabul have 
been reduced to rubble in the past 
three years of dvil war, leaving 

The United Nations Hi^ Com- 
missioner for Refugees has warned 
of a mass exodus from Kabul if 
fighting in and around the city does 
not ease. 

HARTFORD GOURAJST 2/4 



A spokesm-in of the former Afghan king, Mohammad Zahit « 
November, that King Zaiiir is ready to assume power for an interim 
United Nations. ACBAR News Summary - NovembPr - 



told BBC on 6 
period if asked by the 
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Pakistan exppls 
FrenchNGOfor 

aiding Rahham 



ISLAMABAD: gmyernmmu nas 
told 1 1 French ynemhers pf an 
NGO working in' Pakistan and 
Afghanistan to leave, reportedly 
over accusations that they g,ided 
the Kabul government. . \ 

Jean-Pierre Cautain, head of \ 
Madera, a private French orga- 
nization working to resettle 
refugees in rural areas, told AFP 
Friday that the government had 
also ordered the closure of the 
group 's offices in Pakistan. The 
workers had to leave by Decem- 
ber 11, he said. I 

Cautain mM ke weewM the 
official notification of tlte expul- 
sions on November 27. He said it 
did Tiott^giue-any reason. [ ' ; 
' French sources said the deci- 
sion to expel Madera came •after 
a Pakistani secret service investi- 
gation apparently concluded that 
the organization ivas channelling 
aid, mainly financial, to the Rah- 
bani government. 

Cautain denied that his orga- 
nization has such a relationship 
with the Kabul government. 
"There's no foundation to these 
accusations. We're not iwefcMi 



in any political activity, and, we 
work j,n areas wKich are, not 
tinder ' gotwmment^&ontroll " he 
said. ' - ' 

France has been, reputed, in 
some parts of Afghanistan] and 
Pakistan, to support Massowi, in 
spife of the principles ofnevfral- 
ity and non-iMerference, in 
Afghan affairs espoused by 
rYench representatives in the 
area. ■ ' ' i 

^^b/immw^lmim^inly^Nari- 
garhar, Kunar and Paghrfian, 
three provinces in eastern 
Afghanistan, and in the ceiitral 
province of Wardak, which is 
pHncipaUy controlled by tIie\Tal- 
iban, who are fighting to over- 
throw tlw ruler s in KabiU. ( 

Eighty-percent financed by the 
European Union, Madera is con- 
cerned with "rural rehabilita- 
tion. " Its goal is to help the hun- 
dreds of thousands of Afghan 
refugees who fled their. country 
^during the 1979-89 war against 



Cautain sam tkaise^al 

months ago he was under fire 
from the Pakistani government 
I and that he had received his 
\ first expulsimi warning at 
the end of July, which was 
postponed. He said that he has 
gotten "marked support" from Eu- 
ropean diplomatic circles, espe- 
cially the French, in this mat- 
tmi^AFP NEWS 12/2 



Foreign NGOs 
asked to get 
fe-registered 

F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR - Th^ govern- 
ment has asked all the foreign- 
funded NGOs officials- to re-regis- 
tar their organisations within two 
Weeks. Well-placed; sourbes told 
The Frontier Pok' dii Wednesday 
that feeicfe M Peshawar-bised for- 
eign NGOs ' had been direbted 
through a letter frdm' ihe prime 
iBihister's secretariat to lil^ the 

new rul@i m runnihgitoir^ani- 
sations. i • , ' 

The letter says that the chief of 
' an NGO must be the national of . 
the country funding the NGO and ' 
except for the chief all the em- ' 
ployees in an ' NGO must be 
Pakistanis. Sources said that the 
de€itl0a?^^ implernenting the 
rules had been taken during 
Prime Minister Benazir BhUttb's 
; rm^nt visit to 



Frontier Post 1/4/96 



French NGO allowed extension 



By Mariana Baabar 

ISLAMABAD: Government on an ad- 
vice from the foreign office has re- 
vised its eartier oi^lefs and has al- 
lowed the 11-member French NGO, 
Madera, to remain in Pakistan till Dfi-> 
cember 27. 

"The IS^on wm made three 
days ago when the interior minister 
was still in town. After the expulsion 
orders were served on Madera they 
requested for an extension to wind up 
their work and we have agreed. Be- 
quests also came from the foreign of- 
fice which we could not ignore", an 
official working on the case com- 
mented. 

The government says con^teons 



in Pakistan today are not conducive 
to the activities of these NGOs which 
will, at the end of the day, be asked to 
leave. "^The chief of Madera requested 
for a short visaed! we agreed to. 
We have no information vrhere this 
NGO is switching over but we have 
stuck to our decision", the official 
added. \ 

Reports have suggested that the 
reason Madera requested for an ex- 
tension was because they were mov- 
ing into Afgiianistan. 

WbQe four members of the NGO 
have already left, others including 
several NGO.S from Peshawar will also 
have to take their work inside 
Afghanisfem. Gci^wiiilient figures put 
the number of foreign NGOs to two 



hundred and five. The Bhutto govern- 
ment had, in a related move two years 

ago, also stopped all Afghan refugees 
from coming into Pakistan and the 
UNHCR were asked to put up camps 
at Jalalabad. The^:^iiii-=%i^ew^d 
were however allowed to come into 
Pakistan. "If these foreign NGOs want 
to work for the Afehan people, there 
are many s^' areas inside 
Afj^ttamstaa fi-om vfheie these NGOs 
can continue their acti^^tj^", an 
dalfeit. 

'^tie Hie government earlier said 
that the^ liere several @i^Sicl»itt^ 
which necessitated review of perfor- 
mance and activities of these NGOs, 
it is not wiUing to give aii>' details of 
what r«irliii^i¥as ftwi^wltL 
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Landmines have crippled hundreds of thousands of Afghans. For many, 
hope mm comes on two wheek Words and pictures by Nick Danziger 



THE CYQJSTS bump and weave insoudantfy through a 
mish of Idities, cars, armoured persomiei atfrifeiB^ s^^, 
camels and motorised rickshaws. Through the dust, it is 
easy to miss the most striking aspect of the scene: the 
cyclists' lack of legs. Some have had a leg amputated 
bielow the knee, some above; scxoe have lost both legs. In 
Jalalabad, no one sees anything cmM in this. Here, as in 
most of Afghanistan, amputees are too ubiquitous to 
merit a second glance; and, although some of the cyclists 
s^m a uml^mS^ on their wheels, they are probably 
in no greater danger of sudden death than other road- 
users. Yet their story is worth hearing; for they and their 
bicycles have become a symbol of the inextinguishable 
areativity of tiiie human spirit. 

Sixteen years after the Soviet invasion, and six years 
after the Soviet withdrawal, life in Afghanistan still tends 
towards the nasty, brutish and short. Civil war rages in 
most loreas, and, evc^ k^ msm of relative calm, citizens 
are rarely more than a step away from mutilation or death, 
thanks to that deadly legacy of the war: the land-mine. 
According to UN estimates, more than 10 million of the 
110 miUicm mines currently deployed around the world 
are scattered over Afghanistan. More than 450,000 
Alg^ians have lost lower limbs to mines. In some parts of 
the country, up to 6 per cent of the population have 
imdergone amputations; perhaps half as many have been 
killed by mines. Jalalabad is in one of the worst-affected 
areas, but it does have one thing in its favour: the Shaeed 
QaziNWrCefltte. 

Based in a small building in the gsmais of the town's 
main hospital, the Centre (also known as the Afghan 
Amputee Bicyclists for Rehabilitation and Recreation 
Centre) if tfeitrtei making amputees fulfy mobile, not 
with crutches, but with bicycles. It was 
estabUshed three years ago, by 
Howard Williams, a philanthropic 
Califomian cycling enthtif^ast, bM 
has been developed since then with 
the help of money from the Overseas 
Development Agency. The Centre 
also gives ooiirs^ in literacy and first 
aid, but it is the cycles that everyone is 
interested in. The students begin their 
practical sessions oh a bicycle that is 
fixed in place. B^ci#the«loi6e 
amputees have few problems master- 
ing the actions required to pedal - 
and, later, balance - the bicycles; 
above-the-knee amputees and doi^le 
amputees tend to take slightly longer. 
But everyone succeeds eventually, 
and, in the process, there are other 
skills to be learnt. The centre also has 
a mechanic who converts graduates' 
bicycles into mobile shops, adapted to 
offer pedal-powered knife-sharpen- 
ing and candyfloss-making, milk- 
shake- and juice-blending capabili^s; £»»#^iaiinputees 
can not only get about but also support themselves. Their 
Chinese-made bicycles become as central to their lives as 
guide-dogs can be for blind people. One graduate, 
Maboubshah, told me that he supports three members W 
his family by travelling through the region sharpening 
scythes and clippers for the local farmers, hatchets and 




knives for the butchers, and swords. Other graduates 
readily find work as bicycle messengers and delivery men. 

Faiz, a 19-yeir-old who spent five years m a refugee 
camp in Pakistan, lost his leg shortly after retummg to 
Afghanistan. He was walking along a mountain path with 
his brother. "My brother picked up this green plastic 
thmg, then he it on the ground. The next thing I 
kriew I was being carried on the back of a donkey. It was a 
mine." The Shaeed Qazi Nazir Centre could not make 
him whole; it did give him a future. He now works as a 
bicycle porter, helping*© dfetnTjute UN aid. 

Demand for the one-month course at the centre is so 
great that, according to Dr Abdul Baseer, the main 
admmistrator, it is fully booked until December 1998. 
**We have 720 men on the waiting list, although children 
are accepted unmediately. The problem is that because 
the mines are a long-term hazard, local hospitals continue 
to recehre on average one mine-injured patient a day." 

Fund-raising is a constant amdety. Howard Williams 
has been encountermg "compassion fatigue", and gim- 
micky activities hke the participation of amputees in last 
year's Cycle Messenger World Championships are begin- 
ning to look like the oi^ way of maintaining interest But 
the demands on the Centre's resources can only increase. 
At current rates of removal, it will take more 1^4,000 
years for Afglianistan to be cleared of mines. 

Modem landmines were recently 
described by a Red Cross official as 
"the greatest violators of interna- 
tional humanitarian law". Countries 
which have profited from their profli- 
gate use include Britain - a depress- 
ing thought, when one sees victims 
hke Asadullah, a bright-eyed 12-year- 
old maimed for life by an tiKliScrimi- 
nately planted mine. 

But at the Shaeed Qazi Nazir 
Centre it is impossible to remain 
depressed fEMT fong. I si# Asadtillah 
again when he had just passed the 
Centre's road safety test, at the third 
attempt. "I can't fit into my clothes," 
he told me - Mj^n (roughly) for 
"I'm over the moon/' 

Sunday Independent (London) 
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Contributions can be 
BAAR, P.O. Box 26650 
San Francist;©,, 
C/_ 94126* 
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knife-sharpening 




Those 
giving over $35 
receive a Quarterly 
newsletter. 
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With tfie once kospitable 
PeMatvar haviivg turned 
hostile on account of the 
Pakistan govemmemt*s 
actions . against them, 
the Arab p&putaSmm in 
the Frm^^kji^^c^oMs 

about 120, whUe a ktr^e 
number of them ire 
believed to ImMm^ im 
Afghanistan, reports 
Rahimullah Ymitfmi 

According to official estimates, 
6170 Arabs from several 
Middle Eastern and African 
countries came to Pakistan during 
the six-year period starting 1987, 
either to take part in the Afghan 
'jihad', or to ^pursue humanitarian 
work. 

By April 1993, when the 
ftikistaii government launched an 

operation to expel illegal foreign- 
ers, about 2,800 of these Arabs 
hadi\'t returned and were believed 
to be li%4«f in Pakistan or 
neighbouring Afghanistan. 

These figures Include only those 
Arabs who were registered upon 
their arrival in Peshawar, which 
happened to be the focal point for 
all volunteers reaching Pakistan to 
join the Afghan war or to help dis- 
placed Afi^ans. It is possible that 
some Arabs came before 1987 and 
many others weren't registered. 

Of the. 61 70 Mabs 
registered in NWFP, Egyptians- 
topped the list with 1142 arrivals. 
Next came the Saudis who totalled 
981 and the Yemenis who num- 
bered 946. Algerians (792) were 
next in number, followed by 
Jordanians (771), Iraqis (326). 
Syrians (292), Sudanese (234)/ 
Ubyzns (199) and Tunisians (117). 
Tliose from Morocco totalled 102, 
Qatar 92, Palestine 70, Kuwait 60, 
Bahrain 35 awi Omaji 11., 
• ■ ^ .."A 




During 1987-93. as many ai^ 
3340 Arabs reported their depar- 
ture from Pakistan to the goverii- 
ment. They included 684 Saudis. 
655 %menis, 548 Egyptians^ 414 
Algerians, 361 Jordanians, J 30 
Syrians, 123 Sudanese^ 82 Libyans 
and 67 Qataris. 

On the e\'e of tiie police crack- 
down against illegal foreigners, 
especially Arabs, living in Peshawar 
on April 6, 1993, government offi- 
cials estimated that about 2B3Q 
Arabs were either hving.ln W^PV 
or had shifted to Afghanistan. 
Among them were 594 Egyptians, 
410 Jordanians, 410 Libyans, 291 
-Yemenis, 279 Saudis, 255 Iraqis, 



roliowing complainis by Egypt, 
iVlgeria and HiMsia exercised pres- 
sure on the Peshawar-based 
Islamic NGOs, most of which were 
Arab, not to employ Egyptians, 
Algerians and Tunisians. TWsm 
NGOs were aiso asked to curtail 
their Arab staff in keeping mih the 
scope of their humanitarian opera- 
tions. Ail thes^e iR®a*ufe#were 
aimed at bringing the Arab pres- 
ence in Peshawar to a bare mini- 
mum. Such steps went a long way 
to convince the Westenv.and Arab 
governments worried about terror- 
ism and radicalism emanating from 
Pfe#ta!fsfar iboul Islamabad's com- 
initment not to . allow its^iQ#t#^-' 



The Arabs who took refuge in AJ^hanistaa to 
avoid arrest and deportation fx^ 
Pakistan lived mostly in provinces - 
bordering Pakistan. Most of them couldn't ^ 
or didn't want to retMrn home lAii^ fteff 
consemtive, pro-West governments would 
certainly have apprehended them. 




162 Syrians, 117 Algerians, 111 
Sudanese, 63 Tunisians, 5-3 
Moroccans, 32 Palestinians, 25 
Qataris, 20 Kuwaitis, 16 Bahrain^ 
and6 0manese. . 

Mfei . working at.tftat time at 
the more than a . dozen Islamic non- 
government organizations (NGO--.) 
based in Peshawar numbered more 
than 700. Some 500 of them were 
physically identified by NWFP gov- 
ernment officials and issued identi- 
fication papers to regularise their 
itiy M iaie%roi^^^ Ifie remain- 
ing were believed to have eitlier 
returned to their native counlrifj.^^ 
or crossed over to Afghanistan. 

Subsequently, the government 



used by militant Islamist elements. 
Willi the once hospitable Peshav/ar 
having turned hostile on account 
of the Pakistan government's > 
actions against them, the Arab - 
population in the. Frontier 
metropolis im hqw #«iindled to 
about 120. They too are mostly aid 
workers and possess valid visas for 
Pakistan. Some of them have aiso 
acquired Fakistaiu citizenship. 

The Arabs who took refuge m 
Afghanistan to avoid arrest and 
deportatioh from Pakistan lived 
mostly in provinces bordering 
Paldstan. Most of them couldn't or 
didn't vi^nt to retmn home where 
their coi«i5^iiNre, pro-West gov- 



ernments would certainly ha- 
apprehended them. Fighting mot 
ly from their own independe: 
bases during the Afghan 'jehac 
they found it difficult to take sid 
when Dr Najibullah's regime c( 
lapsed in April 1992 and ti 
miyahideen started fighting amo: 
themselves. According to son 
reports, Hezb-i-lslar 
(Hekmatyar) had some 600 Ara 
in his bases in Afghanistan, Pre 
Sayyaf 's Ittehad-i-Islami had abo 
500 and late Maulana JaiRil-, 
Rahman's Able Hadith party hj 
300 during the war. Later, a nur 
iWi^ Of them aligne d "the mseiv. 
irith Guibaddin Kekmatyar ar 
even fought against Preside; 
Burhanuddin Rabbani's gover 
ment. They also fought c 
Sayyaf's side against the Shii 
Hezb-i-Wahdat in Kabul. 
! Frustrated by tl 
miyahideen infigiiiing, the 
Arab supporters appear i 
have given up hope abo; 
restpratioii of durable pea( 
and enforceinisrit ilf 8» Msm 
system in Afghanistan. Mar 
Arabs who volunteered to fij^ht 
Afghanistan to embrace marty 
dom or become 'ghazis* latf 
fought against the Moscow-backc 
neo-communist regimes 
Tajikistan. Some who would t 
unwelcome in most countries < 
• the worid still find Afghanistan 
safe haven. Most would like t 
return home but that ce^d oji 
happen once tlieir r^ii^i#^'e go 
ernments back home are oustei 
That explains the armed strugg 
now under way in Egypt an 
Algeria. Tha.t Afghan Arabs' are i 
the forefront of this armed strus 
gle shows the .Afghanistaii conne* 
tion M^Wg^^^kmmd Algeriar 
who came here during the Afgh? 
jihad' and honed their skills i 
guerilla warfare. 

NEWS 12/8 - - 



Made in Af ^aMstaii 



As young Pakistanis 
returned from their 
'jihad' inAfglianistan, 
their seivices ivere quick- 
ly hired by militant 
organisations here, 
urrimBam Jawad 



Pakistani intelligence agencies 
appear Cdhviftled that the 
unabated terrorism in the 
country, mpstly sect-motivated, is a 
direct faQdit of the bloody Afghan 
war which had provided various sec- 
tarian groups with large cadres of 
trained youth and huge piles of 
sophisticated weapons. 

Although no complete record Ls 



available on actually how many 
Pakistanis went to Afghanistan to 
take part in the war, a senior p'bliee 
offidal says that two to three thou- 
young Pakistanis, responding to 
the call of jihad by various groups,- 
fought alongside the Afghans. 

A majority of them were students 
in various raadaris run by Pakistan's 
mainstream religious parties- like 
Jamiat, LRema e-Islain, Jamiat Aliie-e- 
Kadith and JarcM inema-e-PlEJdstan. 
And though most of them received 



their military training in 
Afgharastan, some of these groups 
are kfi#^-fe'^l»*ve run lh«r ov/n 
trairiirig camps inside Pakistan. 

"It is a fact that the Pakistanis 
who Him b^^!?'- 'fighting in 
Afghanistan are mahily responsible 
for the crescendoing teiTorism in die 
country" a top official of a secret 
agenc}' told The News an Friday. 

"Once the war was over, thc^y 
returned home, and as they vvhu- 
dered in se^^ch for work ^d indc-ed, 
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identity, they were piclced up by par- 
ties keen to capitalise on tlieir mili- 
tant skills " he said. 

"■While in Afghanistan, they were 
exposed to various Islamist move- 
ments and it was there that they 
were moulded into the cast of so- 
called Islamic fundamentalists. 
Besides, it is the iiang-over of 

'defeating a super power' that makes 
these, zealots believe that anything 
under the sun can "be achieved 

■ through the tactics employed in 
Afghanistan." 

In' 1993, authorities in Jhang 
arreted a young mm ivanled in 
several murders committed 
on sectarian* grounds. The 
interrt^tion rev«ded to 
he had fought in^ 
Afghanistan for almost 
three years. 

After studies at a Pakistani 
madressah run by one of the leading 
religious parties, he had later joined 
the ranks of the Afghan group, 
Jamiatul Dawat-ul-Quraana-wul- ' 
Sunnah. During . Jiis stay in 
Afghanistan, his £aani]y1i#t pid Rs. ' 
4,000 per month, but it was discon- 
tinued when he returned home. 
"^Lacking any other skiitp make a liv-, 
ing, a few months later iie joined a'_ 
militant sectarian group. This time ' 
he was ^en an even better _^salarj^' 
— Rs. la.OOOffiftBonth: ' 

The young man has since man- 
aged to escape from the police cus- 
• to^ bi^ ease ^ovides a 
•perfect example as to how 
the Afghan war veterans were 
drafted into militant organisa- 
tions in Pakistan. 
Same goes true for Riaz 
Basra convicted in tiie murder of 
Iranian diplomat,* Aqai Sadiq GijrgiT 
outside a Lahore hotel. 

Belonging to a very poor fanuly, 
Basra became die most wanted per- 
son on the police list after he 
returned firom Afghanistan where he 
was trained in combat jsidlls. He too 
' escaped frm^ the p^'^mlfKlir, 
yean ■ ' . .■ 

When jihad and big monetary , 
F^Btts combine,, there seems little 
reason to be shocked by the ultimate 
; product — a militant, a species 
tiiere is no deartii fltf Pakistan. 

Can the country get rid of the 
breed in the near future? Sat^, tl^e 
scenario M Week. Even if fte ps^- 
emment chalks out a comprehensive 
plan today to put an end to tlie phe- 
nomaion and starts implementing it 
in all seriousness, it will have to trav- 
el a long path before it can actually 
achieve its goal. However, so far je^ 
the short-terra remedies go, the gov- 

■ errunent would do better to keep a 
close watch on the elements who do 
not hesitate at all to kill innocent 
people to achieve their 'noble' 
cause, instead of employing all its 
intelligence agencies to monitor the 
activities of the opposition leaders. 




From Afghan ivor to Adam Morgan eatery 



Short 



A decade ago, culinary choices for Pat 
O'Donnell meant stale rice, sheep fat and 
old bread. ^ 
Maybe tiM dijCt is, what prompted tte Adams 
Morgan resident to eot^ die restaurant business 
upon his return from 
photographing the war 
in Afghanistan in the 
late I^^. 

O'Donndlowws 
the Little Fomi^ CMe Mid Anglet liar at 2339 
18di Street. 

Aldiough he's no longer an active photojoumal- 
ist, O'Donnell has decorated 
Angles —^^1^ c^nedin 
September— with pictures from 
the Afghan war and of Asia, 
including a shot of the largest 
free-standing Buddha in the 
wcdd. He said he hopes to expand 
his cdi^dto ifi tm fe^bm wt& 
pictures from other photographers. 

In addition to the thrill that the 
life of a photojoumalist can offer, 
O'Donnell's tour of di% in 
Afjpiittitsian oflfereilite a uf^pie 
view of a war that played a central 
role in the collapse of the former 
Soviet Union. 

O'Donnell got his start in pho- 
tography when he was living in 
Washington after graduating from 
Georgetown University in the late 
1970s. Originally from Pittsbuigh, 
O'Donnell said his trip to 
Afghanistan as a photographer was a laeBcal 
diange from the lif@teM be^ feaiibg^ 

"It was kind of a leap," he said. "But at that 
stage of my life, I was interested in taking a leap." 

O'Donnell's work involved sneaking across the 
Afghan border from Pakistan and spending weeks 
or months with Mujahedin rebel iinits- Often, 
O'Donnell accompanied ttiese units cm faids 
against the Soviets. 

The life wasn't easy.'On his first trip, for 



RostatMnnt 



instance, O'Donnell contracted Malaria and lost 35 
pounds on a diet that rarely exceeded stale rice, 
sheep fat and old bread. 

**! tfiittk I've bad a new attitud^towwd ^ 
food because of «ip^' 0* D<»iiiell said. 

O'Donnell escaped his Afghanistan tour widiout 
serious injury, although he was shot at repeatedly 
during raids and was wounded once during an air ^ 
attack. 

But despite M. cms^pmmae' ^ iis war, 
O'Donnell said he spent time capturing the culture 
of the Afghan people as well. A particularly enjoy- ^ 
able assignment, he said, was shooting a game 

where Afghan tribes- 
men on horseback tried 
to carry a goat across a 
goal line. He said the 
game was quite violent 
but fascinating to cover 
as a photograpAier. 

From a politic 
standpoint, O'Donnell 
said it was interesting 
to watch the decline of 
the Soviet Union C(W- 
respondiKc^ is mW" 
tary frustrations in 
Afghanistan. From 
what he could see, the 
Red Army's eventual 
wididrawal had a 
marked impact m the 
Soviet Union. 
"A society like the 
A^- -'rr^r-" L^. . ' Soviet Union rested 

pretty heavily on the prestige of the militaiy and tt» 
myth of invincftility of tfiat military," ©"©iaMiell 
said. "That myth was pretty totally destroyed." 

In 1 992, when he bought the Little Fountain, 
O'Donnell was once again looking for a change. 
Choosing to become a restaurateur was not hard. 

"A friend mine said, 'There's this cute little • 
0ace M sale down on 18th street. Why stoB*i you 
^ tldie a look m^T" 0'^nnell said. 

— Christopher Belles 
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Beyond 
the veil 

l^achael 

Tapsell talks to 
Eve-Ann Prentice 

about the 
practical problems 
and unexpecl^ 
humiliation she 
experienced 
wearing the 
Islamic veil 



THE IDEA OF having to cover 
your face whenever you are in 
public is one which is totally alien 
to Western women. Yet that is 
exactly what I had to do when I 
spent five months working as a 
nurse in Afghanistan. 

There was no option; if I wanted 
to work there I had to wear the 
burqa, an all-enveloping veil which 
not only obscured my face but, as 
time wore on, had a horribly 
isolating effect on my personality. 

I had travelled to Kandahar as 
part of a team sent by the British 
medical aid agency. Merlin. Just 
being there was something of a 
triumph; I was the first Western 
woman allowed into the area by the 
Islamic group which took control of 
the region last October. 

Until my arrival, it had been 
impossible for the British team to 
treat Afghan wotnen. The Islamic 
authorities ban women from being 
treated by male doctors, while at 
the same time forbidding women to 
train as health workers. 

It was quite an achievement, 
then, for them to agree that I could 
work there as a nurse. They only 
did so on condition that I wear the . 
burqa in public at all times. 

Burqas are made of a sort of 
^ nylon fabric and are usually grey, 
black or, as mine was, green. They 
are also very expensive by Afghan 
standards — mine cost 55,000 
Afghanis (£11), an enormous outlay 
■ when you consider that the average 
salary is a mere 40,000 Afghanis a 
month. As a result, two or three 
families often share the same one, 
and since women are not allowed 
out of their homes unless they are 



wearmg a burqa, this means that 
the majority of women spend most 
of their time indoors. 

But although the Afghan women 
did not have to wear the veil unless 
they went out, if there were men in 
the house, they had to hide in the 
kitchen. I used to see them peeking 
from behind the door. 



up dragging chairs across the floor, 
their legs caught in my burqa's 
ballooning folds. 
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fghan women are used to 
the restrictions placed 
upon them by the veil, 
because they have to 
begin wearing it as soon as they 
reach puberty. But they defy the 
Islamic laws by wearing make-up, 
stilettos and glitzy clothes 
underneath. 

However, the burqa does have 
seme advantages, chiefly offering 
women protection. Kandahar is- 
ruled by an Islamic faction known 
as the Taliban, which enforces 
wearing the veil, but when it was 
under the control of the Mujahidin, 
women who did not wear a burqa 
were often kidnapped and taken 
into the hills to look after wounded 
fighters. After the Taliban took 
over, we heard about one of our 
team who was beaten for having 
her face uncovered. 

For me, it was very dilB^ft. My 
job meant I was out far more than 
the local women, and therefore I 
had to wear a burqa far more 
frequently. But I did insist on 
having my face uncovered when I 
had to negotiate with the TaHte. 
for example at meetings when I 
was persuading them to focus on 
female and child health. They 
agreed I could take the veil off, but 
would always remind me to cover 
my face when I left. 

Matters came to a head when my 
translator and I were seen in our 
Jeep without our burqas on proper- 
ly. I was sent a letter which said my | 
translator would have to leave I 



Rachael Tapsell had to wearaL 
Durqa to work as a nurse in Atghanista 

During my five months there, I 
ne\^r fot used to the burqa. For 
Western women used to being able 
to wear anything they like, the 
restricfions it plam UfMin y«u are 
at best disorienting, at worst 
frightening. 

From a purely fwadSca! point of 
view, the burqa makes even the 
simplest tasks difficult. It is like 
wearing a snorkel only worse. You 
have tunnel vision, and what you 
can see is hazy, obscured by the 
criss-cross mesh of the material. 

As the streets in Kandahar are 
rubble-strewn and the burqa is 
astonishifigfy vofiamirrous, I jbund 
myself constantly tripping up. My 
shins were . permanently bruised 
but this was a small price to pay 
compared to the fate of many 
Afghan women, who are often 
knocketfdown by Cars because they 
cannot see. 

Wearing it indoors was almost as 
bad; when I was working at the 
hospital at Kandahar, I often ended 




veil, and froin May this year tne 
rules have be^ ttted. 

The Merlin nurses Who are now 
carrying on the work in Kandahar 
are bdnf treated much more 
leniently by the authorities. I think 
they were testing me and their 
stereotype of a Western woman. 

I am delighted that the women 
who followed me have escaped the 
veil, because although the physical 
restrictions were frustrating, what 
was far more ominous was its 
psychological «^5£t. 

When you wear the veil, it is as 
though you have ceiased to exist. 
People do not lodk at fbt or 
, acknowledge you. I dont consider 
I myself to be neurotic, but there 
were times when I could only 
express emotions by crying behind 
the veil. There was no other outlet. I 
couldn't go for a swim or even a 
brisk walk. 

^Yhat I remember most is the 
feeling of frustration and isolation 
it caused. I became very withdrawn 
when I wore it. After five months I 
felt I was becoming confused and 
irrational. 

By the time I left I had grown to 
hate the veil. It became dirty and 
torn in the dusty, shell-holed 
streets, but I didn't want to waste 
the time or the cotton in mending it. 
But the other women pressed me, 
so I did, out of respect for them. 

I brought my burqa back with 
me and every so often I look at it 
With loathing, although I accept 
that it was part of a culture that I 
had to work within. For me, it was 
an ordeal which lasted just five 
months; for the Afghan women, it 
is a fact of life, and they will always 
havemy 

9 Merlin is based at la fkde 
Place, London W2 4TU. 
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Rachael today back in Britain 



immediately and that I would be 
barred in future if I didn't obey the 
rules. I was furious, and told ^e 
authorities I was trying to run a 
medical programme and had done 
my best. At first, the mullah denied 

writing the letter but then he not 
only admitted it, he apologised, 
which was astounding. After that, 
the Taliban decided Western 
women did not have to wear the 



rBetsy Lebenson, 
who served in 
Afghanistan mtth 
Peace Corps 
Group 3, died 
recently of 
cancer. 
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iTaliban kill artists 



Salim Shaheen sobs amid 
the debris of Afghanistanls 
last remaining film studio. 

At 10:45 a.m. on 
November 11, while filming a 
scene for his latest movie, a 
rocket fired by Taliban rebels 

d&w m4 Mied iplrtitally ew*f- 
6ne on the set 

The film was ironically t^tltl^; 
"No Suryival." 

The camera was running when 
the rocket landed and the impact of 
the blast has been captured on film. 

It was the dewiest single strike . 
on a day when Taliban militiamen 
rained rockm mMhry Stbdh m 
the capital, killing 36 civilians. 

Nine people in the studio died on 
the spot, including director Hamayoon 
Sadozai, one of Afghanistan's best- 
known film makers. 

Shaheen, the burly 30-year-old 
owfiO" of Qais Film Studios, the only 
piivsie Him poiaiction company stil 
opmitisi^ m M9 vm*imn coutmy, was 
j on the set when the rocket landed. 

The missile smashed a hole 
through a six-inch-thick floor made of 
concrete and peppered the studijo with 
jagged bits of metal. I 

Shaheen was thrown out of a win- 
dow by the fcHte of the blast but mirac- 
ulously emerged without a sciatch. 

"I was stunned but not hurt," he 
said. "Then Hooked into the room, ' 

"There w^ blood everywhere and 
people were missing heads aii4 aiws 
and legs." 

Movie star Sharif Khairkhwa, 45, 
famed for his Sylvester Stallone-type 
action roles, was among the dead along 
with another top atlor, At^Qullah 
Zahoor. 

The heroine, a 21 -year-old up- 
and-coming actress named Zarghuna, 

was also kilfed. 

Actor Nasim Sito: w^ di^p'mt- 
(pd. His 11 -year-old daughter, who had 
come to watch her father on the ^l, 
died too. 

Noor Ham id, a cameraman de- 
scribed as a man with a "golden eye," 



was killed whilcjanother camera opera- 
tor was grievously wounded. 

Two other crew-members were 
killed while actor Wais Bahram is 
clinging to. life in hospital having. lost, 
both kgs and both eyes. 

Another victim - a medleal dcJctor 
and part time actor naniei Yo^uf - is 
in a coma. 

* 

Two of the dead were newly en- 
gaiged to be married. 

Shaheen bends down to sift 
through the Ijroken glass and other de- 
bris that litters the floor and picks up a 
piairMfiiws. 

' Is ill that is left of Nasim 

Sahar," he said holding up a mangled 
pair M tyt'glm imms, 

"And this is all that is left of his 



daughter," he adds, staring down at a 
girl's hair clip in his hand. 

Breaking down in tears, Shaheen 
asked: "What did we ever do to the 
Taliban?" "This is the work of buy- 
ers," ha said. 

Artists in other countries have lives 
full of joy." he said. "And we don't 
ev^ why we're dying." 

In .the studio garden is a heap of 
blood stained armchairs, broken tables, 
shreds of film posters and mangled 
props. 

"I am ruined, banimipt.'* Steteft 
said. "I don't even have anythi^ fci lo 
give to the familiesi)f th©d^. (AFP) 
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A Film Made in Afghanistan 
Is a Post-Communist First 



KABUL, Afghanistan, Dec. 31 
(Ei^rs) — An A^an production 
company has released the first fea- 
ture-length film completed entirely 
in Afghanistan since the fall of the 
Communist Government in 1992. 

The director of the company, Sidiq 
Barmaque, said that it had taken two 
and a half years to make the movie, 
. called "Uruj," or "Ascension". 

"We finished filming in just three 
mon^s hfi ttm summer of 1993," Mr. 
Barmaque said. "But a lack of elec- 
tricity, equipment that kept breaking 
down and a shortage of funds meant 
we couldn't get the post-prc^tae^ 
work done until now." 

"When we tried to buy spare parts 
for soin&of c»ir gear froni ttie lotted 
States," he said, "the suppliers want- 
ed to buy the equipment as museum 
pieces." 

The two-and-a-half-hour movie 
tracks the transformation of a hum- 
ble village baker into a rebel fighter 
battling the Soviet forces occupying 
Afghanistan during the 1980's. 

The Soviet military withdrew at 
the end of the deca^, the Afghan 
rebels, known as the mujahedeen, 
took the capital in April 1992. But 
peace did not last for long: rival 



mujahedeen factions soon were bat- 
tling among themselves and with 
other groups f&r i@iiM of tie coun- 
try. 

The film company, Afghan Films, 
■ ttH WlWJot much of the film in the 
province of Parwan because it was 
the only accessible arjea in which 
there was no fighting. 

Two of the film's stars weft Wiled 
this year when a rocket exploded at 
the company's studios during a bat- 
#& ler llBi^l between pro-Govern- 
ment forces and the Taliban, m 
lamic militia. 

AH «tf the actors in the movie were 
Afghans, and all but (m w^ ami' 
teurs. 

The producer, Noor Hashem Abir, 
said the movie had cost the ecpri^a- 
lent of $40,000 to make and that fi- 
nancing had come from both the 
Government bM from prfi^tiB in- 
vestors. 

"They all wanted to help re-estab- 
lish the important role of theater in 
this country," Mr. Abir said. 

"We hope that by making this fflnv " 
and the two others we are planning, 
we will be able to re-equip ourselves 
and retrain people to get the Afiiin- 
film industrv moving again." 
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Fate of thousands 
in Kabul depends 

on British nurse 



From Michael Dynes in kabul 



ANNIE SEWELL. the British- 
bom nurse who masterminds 
the Red Cross's vast medical 
operation in the besieged city 
of Kabul, has a reputation for 
getting things done. 

In a dly of one million 
inhabitants, where 85 per cent 
of the buildings have been 
reduced to rubble, where nosi 
of the people are freezing, and 
where everyone is sub- --^ 
ject to the daily gauntlet ^ 
of random "shelling, you 
have to be a bit pushy to 
make an impact. 

Yet the fate of thou- 
sands of men, women 
and children depends 
on this former National 
Health Service nurse, 
who trained at St Thom- 
as' Hospital, south 
London, and who spent 
15 months in Sarajevo 
escorting relief convoys. ' y 
On her shoulders rests the ' 
responsibility for breachiiii; 
the siege of Kabul so that the 
capital's hospitals are sup- 
plied, with the equipment 
rteeded to piece together shat- ^ 
tered lives. ; 

Waiting for the first land 1 
convoy to arrive from Jalala- f 
bad for three years, her anxi- I 
ety is palpable. "We're expect- 1 
ing six Red Cross trucks 
loaded with m tormes ofl 
medical supplies which we 
need desperately," she said 
"It's going to %e im^ Winter 
if the local warlords fcicte not 
to let it through." 

WK«i tfie sbc lorries finally 
arrive at the Red Cross's Karte , 
Parwan warehouse, next door 
to qM iritish embassy 
complex. Miss Sewell is on site 
to take control. Her fir.^* 
problem is to reassure the 



lights. 




the latest drugs for treating 
dysentery and diarrhoea, are 
unloaded by a gang of under- 
nourished market porters, 
Miss Sewell betrays the first 
sign of despair. 

"The last time I was here in 
1992, the Mujahidin were in 
the hills. President Najibullah 
was about to fall, and we all 
thought that that would be the 
end of it," she said. 
"Three years later, tticre 
has been more devasta- 
tion, more destruction, 
and more killing than in 
the whole 16 years of 

■ far. I Sep no end to it. 
iveryone is cold and 



hungry, and theftek ai^ 
end in sight." 

The job was much 
easier last time. "We 
had electricity then. 
Now^ttiere's no power, 
not even for the traffic 
— So maiw different 
groups have sht^ed the city 
over the past 16 years. But the 
hospitals have always been 
full, mostfy of drildmi," she 
said. 

In the children's ward of the 
Karte-e-Cham hospital, one of 
four supplied by the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross, Mfss Sewell takes us on 
a tour, indicating the young 
casualties. There, beneath the 
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Annie Sewell, a former NHS nuree, oversees the huge R©a^€^ 

Afghan drivers that they will p . . . . , , - . , ^ , 

be reimbursed for the 'operation in war-battered Kabul "where everyone is cold and hungry 



backhanders they had to pay 
the local warlords to secure 
safe passage. Her second is to 
ensure timt the convoy is 
rapidly broken up and dis- 
persed before it can be wiped 
out by a single rocket. 

As the long-awaited medical 
supplies, from huge bales of 
gauze for dressing wounds to 
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peeling paint and the sand- 
bagged windows, lay row after 
row of silent children display- 
ing their amputated legs and 
arms, while being nursed by 
their anguished mothers. All 
vvere victims of the estimated 
jix to s even million landmines 
laid in the capital, making 
Kabul the most heavily mined 
city in history. 

For these AHd mine vic- 
tims, whose bodies are still 
growing, the agony can last 
until their lalefeens. When the 
bone begins to pierce the 
stump, they have to return to 
hospital for further surgery, 
and a new artificial lir^. 

The cost of making a new 
leg for a below-the-knee am- 
putation is around $120 (£78), 
compared to the $1 cost of the 
mine that removed it in the 
first place. There are about 
50,000 amputees in Afghani- 
stan. Even if the fighting stops 
tomorrow, said Miss Seweif, 
and there is little chance of 
that, "there will be mine 
victims for a thousand years". 
□ Peace hopes: Alahuddin 
Brujerdi, the Iranian Deputy 
BoreSfn Minister, said during 
a visit to Kabul yesterday that 
he is "more optimistic" about 
the prospects of brokering a 
peace as the warring Afghan 
factions now seemed keener to 
negotiate. (AFP) 
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tempting to retrieve artifacts still inside 
Afghanistan, but with the country di- 
vided and still at war, it has little chance 
of doing so. Notes one Afghan art histo- 
rian, "When Afghans are suffering from 
the ravages of war, are hungry and with- 
out schools, it is not easy to persuade 
them that this task is very important." 

— Ahmed Rashid, "Far Eastern 
Economic Review" (conservative news- i 
magazine), Hong Kong, Sept, 21, 1995. 
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Afghan rebels 
make haiiy new 
nile for men 



Associated Press 



PESHAWAR, Pakistan - The 
rebels who hold much of southern 
Afghanistan have decreed that un- 
less gien grow beards in line with Is- 
lamic practices, they won*t be al- 
lowed to work except as street 
sweepers, it was reported Sunday. 

Street cleaning is considered 
among the lowliest of jobs in much 
of the Islamic world. 

Taliban rebels, many of whom are 
former Muslim religious students, say 
clean-shaven men are breaking with 
Islamic rituals, Pakistan's English-lan- 
guage newspaper The News reported. 

Since entering the Afghan civil 
war in late 1994, the Taliban rebels 
have captured much of the southern 
half of the country and are en- 
camped on the outskirts of Kabul, 
the capital. 

Where they have assumed control, 
Taliban leaders have forced residents 
to live by a strict Islamic code of con- 
duct. Women must give up their jobs, 
education for girls is limited and men 
are expected to meet with Muslim 
prayer- and dress rituals. 

Valley Times (San Francisco) 
1/8/96 
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Pakistan's Role 

The renewed fighting has set 
off a diplomatic confrontation be- 
tween Pakistan and Afghanistan on 
one hand and between Pakistan and 
other regional countries including 
India, Iran and Russia on the other. 
The regional states have accused 
Pakistan of supporting the Taleban 

Continued on next page.. 
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an wonder 



KABUL (AFP) — Aid workers in war-ravaged 
Kabul were stunned when a toddler from a poor 
family offered to teach Illiterate women to read and 
VvTite — and then promptly proved he could. " 

Mearly seven years later, 10-year-old wonder boy 
Sayed Azain is stilt amazing" his battie-weary coun- 
trymen, this time by becoming Afghanistan's 
youngest medical student. 

But. unlike his colleagues, the serious child with 
the haunted look in his eyes is forced after lectures 
to pull a trolley through the city's muddy lanes as he 
peddles drinking vvatef door-to-door to help his I 
family survive. " 

Every morning on his way to college, he holds 
his father's-hand as they pass shell-shattered build- 
ings near their small mud home, before joining his 
class of 300 students aged between 18 and 30. 

The only differences between him and the other 
would-be doctors, is that he prefers sitting on the 
v;omen's side of the segregated class and that he 
has never known childhood. 

"When I began medicine everybody was stunned 
and I found groups of students and lecturers stand- 
ing jwad meting v»Amtlym doing there," Sayed 
says, his large brown eyes tim^ mm^ on his sub- 
ject. - • - 

"But they got used to me, realised that I am seri- 
ous about being a doctor and now seem to treat me 
like som.ething special and my classmates are now 
my*&j@ad^." hesays. 

The feeling of being out of place at school was ' 
not new for Sayed, who hopes to graduate as a gen- 
eral practionerin tes than the usual seven years. 

At tv./0-and-a-half he was WTiting, and reading 
rnagazines and newspapers in his native Persian. At 
three he began studying simultaneously at a prima- 
ry school, a teachers' training college and a Koranic 
school after the ministry of education pronounced 
hmi a ftaddnal genius. 

At the end of his first primary school year, Sayed 
jumped seven grades tq join the 15-year-olds, while ' 
he flew through the first three years of teaching col- 
lege, documents show. ' • 

"We knev/ he was different from the day he was 
born," asserts his father. Sayed Mohammed Iqbal, 
37, an official at the uhder-wofKed tbuiism ministry 
. who earns just 80,000 Afghanis (14.5 doUarsy s 
month to support his family of seven. 

■'He. was exceptionally pensive-lookmg and quiet 
.laagtd when he -toraffii lwo. ileiilJecame fascinated by 
paper and pens and was soon drawing and a^jyitig 
words from the papers, " he recalls. 

"I began teaching him to read and write and 
within six months he could do both fluently. We 
alised his genious but didn't know what to do about 
it," he said. 

A few ftwsiths later, a group scouring the city to 
recruit illiterate women — about 70 percent of 
Afghans cannot read or v/rite — for remedial class- 
es, stumbiod upon the toddler. 

"He offered to leach the women to read v.^hich 
provoked ridicule from, our visitors. One of them jok- 
ir.jly tossed him a magazine, which he began to 
read v/ith an ease that ftoored them," the boy's fa- 
ther laughed. 

The former communist authorities soon spotted 
him and laimched his education, but it was inter- 
rupted three years later, by the civil war v/hich has 
wracked Afghanistan ever since, claiming at least 
25,000 civilian lives since 1992. It also brought the 
education system to a standstill, cutting a four -year 
hole in SayeS's studies. 

But he v/as granted an "honorary" school-leaving 
diplohiai in recognition of his talent, vvhile the uni- 
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lS*f.W/,1 irTZf'^m^r''^''' i^'e^,^^^^ si\mh hi^ily miheir house in the pc 
\er suburbs Kabul on Wednesday. He is hts country' s\oungest medical student, but isfqrcec 
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sionally last March to assess his ability 

"He's a very bright boy indeed with an !Q of 
about 180, and it's true that we haven't seen such a 
remarkable phenomenon here before," says 
Mohammed Yussufpur, the faculty's head of biology 
pnd teaching who accepted Sayed as a student. 

"We are guiding him academically as he has 
missed a lot of crucial basic physics and biology and 
is having a few difficulties in two subjects, but I 
have no doubt he will soon catch up, be permanent- 
ly enrolled and then race ahead of many of the other 
students," Yussu^ur said. 

Sayed says he' ioves studying medicine and 
doesn't mind helping the fanuiy out by selling wa- 
ter. 

"I have nothing else to do Jinyway, I don't get on 
very well with children of my age because they 
don't seem to understand what I'm talking about," 
he armounces matter of factly. 

His father is less accepting of his son's fate. "He 
has been recognised as a genious. but he is just 
mentally wasting awray among these bombs and 
rockets and poverty" he says, choking back tears. 
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generates growing 
army of orphans 

KABUL: Afghanistan's civil war is 
leaving behind it a growing army of 
abar^o^€4 and tifiimitti@4 orphans 
who, without proper care, could be- 
come a lost generation o^ criminals, 
aid workers warn. 

Only a fraction of the estimated 
hundreds of thousands of war or- 
phans are being cared for profes- 
sionally or by relatives71eaving the 
others to roam the streets as beg- 
gars, shoe polishers or liiieves, they 
say 



Fresh fighting, particularly 
around blockaded Kabul, has mmM. 
that many famihes have taken in all 
the orphaned relatives they can, 
whil^ only 7,000 places exist in the 
country's 18 cash-strapped orphan- 
ages. At least four piillion yotmg 
Afghans have lost their parents in the 
last 16 years of endless fighting here, 
and as their numbers continue to 
swell, any hope of ckring for the i 
appears to be dinuning, th^ say. 
• "Islamic tradition dictates that the 
closest Uving relative should take in 
orphaned family members, but very 
often these are just.more unwairi«d 
mouths to feed," a &i^ iiM worker 
based here said. 

"The result is that fhey often get 
treated badly and run away only to 
end up among the rising nunfbofs of 
street urchins, while others simply 
have no one left to adopt thm in tlie 
first place," she added. 

Both Abdul Qauim's parents were 
killed whe» a f®€ii€« hit iie family 
home when he was 18 months old, 
leaving him uninjured but alone in 
the world, Zarghona Tarshi, a worker , 
at Kabul's sole orphanage said. 

"When he first came here he 
would not come out from under th# 
bed. He's better now, but whenever a 
door slains or he sees a bright light 
he begins screaming and then hides 
himsiltf ill tlie smallpst can 
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AFGHANISTAN RELIEF COMMITTEE 

Ends Operations 



As of January , 1996, the New 
York-based Afgliaflistaji Relief 
Committee, founded in late 1979, 
has gojie out of existence. During 
its 16 years of existence the ARC 
disbursed more than $2 million in 
private humanitarian aid, focussii^ 
on cross-border aid inside war-UMn 
Afghanistan. In 1980 - 1981 the 
Committee was also instrumental 
in penniading the U. S. Congress 
$2amiUion in official aid 
J f%?wlfghan refugees in Pali^. 
Except for some fund-raising 
functions, the ARC was entirely 
• voluMfeer. Founded by Rosanne 
Klass, it was hea^ f^ by attor- 
ney Gordon A. Tliomat aiacl te^ 
by investment counselor John 
Train. Its honorary co-chairmen 
were, over the years, the late 
LoweU Thofflas. James A. Mich- 
ener, William E. Simcm aad Dr. 
Jeane J. Kirkpatrick; its honorary 
board included all former U.S. 
ambassadors to Afghanistan and 
many mea^efs ixf tte House and 
Senate, as well as distinguished 
scholars and artists. Tkm ARC 
raised its funds through contribu- 
tions from the general public and 
occasional foundation grants and 
donmioi^ 

It dispensed aid — primarily 
medical but also food, warm 
clotiiing and educational assistance 
— through agencies working in 
the field. Before 1992 most of 
the necessarily cland»sitifiir.^'®s^ i 
border operations it assisted were 
carried out by European organiz- 
ations, particularly Medecins Sans 
Fronti^res [Doctors Without Bor- 
ders], and also by Aide Medical 
International, M^dedns du Monde, 
Guilde Europeenne du Raid, 
Afrane. the Sante Sud ionoculation 
program,, Deutsches Afghani- 
stan KMtee x^ccine project, and 
others — e.g. , in 1983, when the 
Panjsher, under attack, faced fam- 
ine, the ARC provided the funds 
carried into Panjsher by French 
volunteers to stave off starvation. 
The ARC was the sole U. S; 
affiliate of the Coordination 
Humanitaire Europeenne pour 
I'Afghanistan [CHEA]. 



In the U. S. , the ARC helped 
Freedom Medicine get started and 
^so supported projects of the Dig- 
nity of Man Found^on, the Direct 
Relief Foundation, Americares, the 
International Medical Corps, and 
the International Rescue Com- 
mie. 

The AfgbtMittii Relief Ccao- 
mittee also undertook a public 
information function, focussing 
particularly on making the public 
aware of sttrocities against the 
Aigbm^Mm p(^j«taiion. These 
informational activities ware fund^ 
ed by foundation grants. In 1980, 
it arranged for the opening day of 
«he Moscow Olympics to be 
proclaimed "Afghanistan Day" by 
President Carter and govanors of 
all the states. In 1983 the ARC 
arranged for two groups of eye- 
^^i^iesses to the Padkhwab-i-Shana 
fli^ii^f ^ o^tr ifi*0^ties to 
tour Europe and meet Mrngs^et 
Thatcher, Helmut Kohl and other 
national leaders, then brought them 
to the U. S. and arranged for a 
Meetiig i^ Presi^J^ Reagan and 
national international press and 
media attention. In 1986 full-p^e 
ARC ads in major newspapers 
called further attention to atrocities 
targeting Afghan dviUans. 

In the late i9^Qs, the Com- 
mittee sponsored three internation- 
al conferences that brought togeth- 
er private American and European 
«#t#agei^«Sv U. S. and UN aid 
officials and Resistance aid Admin- 
istrators, in ordei; IS itapro^^ co- 
ordination of their programs. On 
behalf of private foundations and 
the National Endowment for Dem- 
^sa^iit ^so ^mnister^ aid to 
Afghan sd^My miBi&zMkm in 
Peshawar. 

After the collapse of the 
Communist regime in 1992. it 
became diMmit to raise funds @r 
carry out aid projects. The ARC 
therefore decided to close down, 
although it retains legal title to the 
emm Afghanistan ReUef Commit- 
W The l^al tet^nicalitits werfe 
completed in Januaiy . 



AZIZ AHMAD ETEMADI 
Afghan Refugee 

I Aziz Ahmad Etemadi, 68, a brother 
of fomier Afghan prime minister 
Noor Etemadi who had lived in the 
^asbmgmm mm since arriving in 
this country in 1980. died Jan. 24 ' 
at Alexandria Hospital. He had I 
emphysema and diabetes. 

mm&6i, who lived in Alex- 
^adna, wm m mamm m Kabul 
Afghanistan's coital. mmmme& at 
the Sorbonne and Lausanne Univer- I 
Mty. Before coming to the United 

States, it iad been an airport man- I 
ager, education director of the I 

Afghan Airport Authority aad presi- I 
dent of Baktar Airlines. | 



AFGHANISTAN COOKBOOK 

Lily J4Gk»im« 4aiigfefeer of 
* Nake Kamrany, is writing 
an Afghan cookbook. She 
would like FORWI readers 
to send her recipes. If 
she uses your recipe, she'll 
seitcl ftm a free copy of 
the finished cookb^I. 
Send yimx Tsmelpe, to 
Lily Jackson 
5638 E. Sandy Lane 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254. 

Be sure to include a 
_ return address . 

News Briefs from AFGEABews. V61. 
11, #12, November ,1995: ' 

An Af|;han boxer won sec- 
ond tide in contest in an intenmlional 
contest in Ta^^nt, Uaitoekistan^ . . 

Ahmad Jevid wOrt tlie silver 
mm in n ?9togmin cte. Boxers 
from 22 countries pmiMT^iGd m^iix^t 



The Oovemmonf of P^istaj 
closed Iskmia Madrasa (t rejigibiis 
school) in Peshawar and depone its 
Afghan leachers to Afghanistan, this 
<}ecision wa$ taken after the m^hcr$ 
oi Islamia Madrasa refused to supnon 
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THE BABURNAMA 

Memoirs of Bab^r^rince and Emperor. 
Edited ernd trcinMaiid by Wheeler M. Thackston. 
Illustrated, 472 pp. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 
$39.95. 
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By Robert Ifwin 



N the tiKmHi of RamaijUiii in the year 899 [ June 
14941, in the province of Fergana, in my 12th 
year I became king," Babur, then the emper- 
or of Hindustan, writes in the early 16th 
cmmsyMm^cmmto^^met&MWmffmi, tt^i^gion 
just south of the Syr Darya river in Central Asia, as 
"situated on the edge of the civilized world." His 
father, the previous king of Fergana, had dte€ wfe^n 
the terrace he was sitting on while admiring Ms 
racing pigeons collapsed into the ravine below. 

From his obscure base in Fergana, the young 
Be^f am mat to conquer Samarkand, the i^^^idM 
city that had been the capital of his great-great- 
great-grandfather, Timur, also known as Tamer- 
lane, tht terrifying wo^^ilir^^flf^sonqtieror. Ba- 
bur did succeed in capturing Samarkand twice, but 
in the long run he was unable to hold it, and, while 
he was fighting for Samarkand, he lost Fergana to 
a tr^dierous relative. (The in&|ority of his aimt 
dangerous enemies were relatives.) After years of 
penury and exile, he conquered a new kii^dom, 
centered m Kabul in Afghanistan, but he afilo lost 
this territory while he was away warring in India. 
Finally, as a result of a famous battle at Panipat in 
1526, he established what would become known as 
the Mogul Sultanate in northern India. 

However, what Babur is most famous for today 
is not his campaigns and kingdoms, but his book, 
"The Babumama.** ttiis is omf # tJie ctossics of 
world literature. It is also a rare example of ^ 
autobiography produced in Islamic culture in pre- 
modem times. Why he wrote it remains a mystery. 
It has recently been m^gested that it m^^ have 
been meant as a sort of legitimizing document, 
drafted to present his case to rule over the lands 
once Filled by Timur. An alternative tlieory 'has it 
that ^ b&Sik is an example of the mirrors-for- 
princes genre, intended to give guidance to a 
princely readership on how to conduct oneself as 
ruler. Or perhaj^ ti^ bocAl was intieHnded as a 
meditation on the nature of destiny? None of these 
theories is remotely convincing, for they all neglect 
the f reshness and the personal detail that abound in 
"The Babumama." Babur's account of the Turkish 
general who was especially good at leapfrog has no 
obvious bearing on the nature of destiny. His enthu- 
siasm for melons and swimming does not really 
legitimize him as Timur's heir, while no previous 
example of an Islamic guide to princely conduct 
contains so much about vegetables, birds, land- 
s^pes, physiognomy, parties, songs or sex. 

Babur, who could claim descent not only from 
Timur but also from Genghis Khan and was of 
mixed Turkish aand Mongol descent, never^eless 
lived in a region where the aristocratic elite were 
perfectly conversant with Persian. Persian was 
regarded as the language of civilization; poetry and 
a highly ornate artistic prose were normally writ- 
ten in it. Yet — and here is another mystery — 
Babur chose to write his memoir in Chagatai Turk- 
ish and in a style that is strikingly unaffected and 
modem in its feel. Although "The Babumama" has 
not survived in its entirety, in its pages we are able 
to trace the parabola of Babur's life: we start with 
exciting night attacks, alarms, treasons and peril- 



ous journeys through snowbound mountain passes 
made by a young man who was intensely ambi- 
tious, optimistic and careless about risking his life. 
In 1500, when Babur was 17, he was married to a 
girl he had been betrothed to as a child. "Since it 
was my first marriage and 1 was bashful, I went to 
her only once every 10, 15 or 20 days. Later on I lost 
my fondness for her altogether. . . . Once every 
month or 40 days my mother the khanim drove me 
to her with all the severity of a quartermaster." At 
about the same time Babu^ fell passionately in love 
with a beautiful boy who worked in the market He 
wandered about bareheaded and barefoot, de- 
ttmged with passion, and, although he was too shy 
ever to speak to this boy, the first rush of sexual 
desire coincided with the onset of the poetic im- 
pulse. Writing poetry, together with fighting, hunt- 
ing and ^ting fruit, was to r^fiatii a MgiGii^ 
enthusiasm. 

The last sections of "The Babumama" are 
more melancholy. Babur was now master of Hindu- 
stan, but the "cities and provinces of Hindustan are 
all unpleasant." "The one nice aspect of Hindustan 
is ttiat it Is a lafgfe'^tjountry with lots of gold and 
money." A melon sent from Kabul made him weep 
at the thought of all that he had lost: the cities of 
Kabul and Samarkand — and his youth. He was 
how in poor health, suffering f Mi^l«imirrent prob- 
lems with his teeth, ears' and stomach. He took 
opium for medicinal reasons. He occasionally ate 
majun, a cOttcidtiin'i^ from hashish, some- 
times instead of wine, sometimes together with 
wine. The story of his stmggles with wine forms an 
important part of "The Babumama." In its pages, 
am&m^M ima^i%'4^m^^fties in gardens or on 
river-bome rafts altemate with desperate at- 
tempts by Babur to give up alcohol and make peace 
Mth Allah. Babur's frank narration of both his 
vows to reform himself and of his repeated back- 
slidings prefigure and challenge comparison with 
that of the great Scottish diarist James Boswell. 

THIS new translation has been hjmdsomely 
produced and, though the original Chaga- 
tai Turkish is inacc^sible to me. Wheeler 
M. Thackston's translation reads well and 
is a great improvement on Axmette Beveridge's 
IMi version. However, the general reader should 
lie warned that this is not a book to be dutifully read 
page by page. Rather, parts of Babur's story should 
be rapidly skimmed, while others should be sa- 
, ym^. 0n the one hand one often comes across 
passages like this: "A few months later, Sayyid- 
Badr, Khusrawshah and some other warriors led 
by Ahmad Mushtaq took Sultan-Mahmud Mirza 
and fled with him to Qambar-Ali Beg in Hissar. 
Thereafter the region to the south of the Iron Gates 
and the Kohtan Mountains, that is, Termez, Chagh- 
aniiut, Utt^, i^nii^lan, Kcmduz ai^ Badakhshan 
up to the Hindu Kush range, was under Sultan- 
Mahmud Mirza's control." 

On the other hand, Babur's visual sensibility 
had been trained by his profession of poetry and his 
connoisseurship of Persian miniature painting, and 
perhaps also heightened by occasional drug taking. 
He cotii Write IM M: but purple flow- 

ers were blooming in some places, and only yellow 
in other areas. Sometimes the yellow and the pur- 
ple blossomed together like gold fleck. We sat on a 
rise near the camp and just looked at the fields." Or 
like this: "Another kind of parrot is a beautiful 
bright red. There are other colors too. Since I do not 
remember exactly what tiiey are, I M^'t'ii^^n 
them in detail. The red one is nicely shaped. It can 
be taught to talk, but unfortunately its voice is 
unpleasant and shrill as a piece ctf br^<[m diina 
dragged across a brass tray." In such passages, he 
42 
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with the aim of consohdating Paki- 
stani, and by extension, American 
influence in the region. 

^^Ilie O^fttftf coitntries 
httei^^tftt in ^imd Ameri- 
can companies are engaged in ex- 
ploration there," said Janjit Singh, 
director of the state-funded Indian 
Institute of Defense Studies and 
"i^nalyses. "Afghanistan provides 
the shortest route to Central Asia." 

Singh's remailcs foHowed an 
accusation by Indian Minister of 
State for External Affairs, Salman 
Khursheed, that Pakistan was di- 
rectly involved in the Taleban move- 
ment, a n^i^ Afghanistan 
has been making for months. The 
Indian analysts -i^Mfsd diat 
the Taleban has received extensive 
support from Saudi Arabia and Pa- 
kistan with the direct backing of the 
United States. While no one has 
ever acknowledged that they sup- 
port the Taleban, the, movement 
myst^ously appeared late li^t year 
well equipped with jets, tanlcs, zxA 
other heavy weaponry in a strong 
indication that they received sup- 
port from some outside power. 

Very clear that the Taleban 
ai« not just students who got up to 
say that we will put things ri^ts," 
said Khursheed. "They have a very 
defmite agenda and are being helped 
in that definite agenda by Pakistan." 

India's Rpie 

Pakistan has denied the charges^ 
and countered that India has been 
fueling Afghanistan's bloody war. 

"India is helping the Kabul ad- 
ministration in its bid to flare up the 
conflict. For this purpose, India has 

a regular aerial contact from New . 
Delhi to Kabul's Bagram air base," 

Bhutto charged. "We hope all such 
tactics will fail and the ultimate 
victory will be those of the Afghan 
fnasses." 

India has denied sending, weap- 
ons to Afghanis^n but M&v%^ 
ceded that it does regularly send 
food and medical supplies IQilliiml. 
Indian officials have also suggested 
that India, Iran and Russia develop 
a strategy to prevent the Taleban 
from taking Kabul. ' 

October 20. 1995 
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What next in Afghanistan? 



THE BATTLE for Kabul even if it has 
not yet reached a dead end, seems to be 
heading fast towards a stalemate. This 
latest battle of attrition irreSjpective of all 
the claims and COUttt#r'<laiifts dTsuccess 
is daring no more than add to the heap 
of the miseries under which the people 
of Afghanistan hiw« triseh'ffdaning for 
well over one decade. There is not much 
time left for the Taliban, for the winter 
has set in and very, soon they would dis- 
cover their crippling disadvantage if not 
the impossibility of fi.diiting in the open 
against ah- intransigent Rabbani's 
sheltered troops. That could happen wi- 
tliin a couple of weeks if not over the next 
few days. Rabbani has Mready shown that 
he would much rather see Kabul pound- 
ed into mbl)le than quit the town and s^ve 
its unfbrtiliatte residents from death smi^ 
destruction. The situation raises the log- 
ical question: What next? 

The Taliban could be sincere in their 
perception of the Afghan nation's disil- 
lusionment with every war-lord in their 
country. The nation could be wishing dis- 
appearance^all the war-lo^%to seeMi 
to be unaware of their destructive con- 
tribution to the prospects of Afghanistan. 
All the same the war-lords are a reality 
and cannot be wished away. In their pu- 
ritanical zeal the Taliban seem to be ig- 
noring the reality that in human affal^ 
the choice is not always between good 
and evil; quite often it is between bad and 
worse, llitai* fti^isiienci! upon going it 
alone and rejecting all former Soviet sur- 
rogates and ex-mujahideen involved in 
the current struggle, has worked to the 
advantage of their foremost adversary - 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. They seem to be 
obvious to the looming danger of the bat- 
tle of attrition reducing thieim tafnttik 
perception to ho more than yet another 
blood thirsty faction. 

More than anything else, the Taliban 
do not seem to have thought it through. 
Even if Kabul fails to them, it would not 
secure for them a surrender of Rabbani's 
faction comprising largely Tajiks. Under- 



standably most of the Tajiks extol Rab- 
bani and Ahmed Shah Masud as naitional 
heroes, for the two are the only Tajiks to 
emerge larger than life in Afghan horizon 
after B^dll Sakka. Besides, being almost 
one-third of the Afghan population, the 
Tajiks are the second largest ethnic group 
\h Afghanistan where tribalism still rules 
the; roost. 



It is true that Rabbani is not lielping any 
be making a spurious offer of stepping 
down. He wants to quit only to climb 
back to power. The 28 names for the pro- 
pos.ed Interim Council he gave to UN 
Secretary General's Special Representa- 
ive Mdwnood Mestiri, included 18 of his 
loyalists. But irrespective of Rabbani's an- 
tics, it should not be out of place for Mes- 
tiri to suggest bluntly to hitn that the four 
points jointly suggested by Af^^«istan's 
well-wishers were the only escape from 
the blood soaked current scciuirio. U is 
haid fisi^ Afghanistan's friends to ' •■j^pivsc 
the suggestion that the proposed Intei in 
Council to take over from Rabbani 
should be a truly representative -body 
reflecting the ground realities in Af 
ghanistan. Logicjally this council shoult 
reflect h&&%^ dltnlc ctofftpositirthcif Af- 
ghanistan as also the extent of territory 
controlled by each warring faction. The 
training three points - entrusting of a 
demilitarised Kabul to an Afghan neutra 
security force, the taking over of heavy 
weapons by this force and demilitarising 
of whole of Afghanistan in phases - can- 
not but be supported by all patriotic Af- 
ghans and their well-wishers. Should 
Rabbani reject the suggestion, the UN 
Secretary General must identify him as 
< the culprit and bless all efforts to knock 
some sense into his intransigent head 
Wiiile Rabbani should not be deprived of 
the legitimate Tajik share, he should not 
be allowed to usurp what belongs with 
equal legitimacy to his other compatri- 
ots. The UN must fulfil its responsibility 
of halting the Afghan carnage. The blood 
letting has gone on inucli too long. 

'j^Le Muslim 12/7 ■' — — 
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Afglianistan's 
chronic problem 

Illy a fool would envy the job #-»ffHtri Mestiri 
the head of the United Nations Special Mission 
tor Afghanistan. He is assigned the task of bring- 
»ng peace to a mMfy that Is at war with itself 
He has been vainly plodding tlie diplomatic course to stitch 
togethei- a broad-based national government in AC^MBiistaii 
that Ls iKith representative and effective. 

And though he has been unable to move even an inch for- 
ward, he stiU believes tltat there is ligl.t of hope at the end of 
the tunnel of disappointments. In an interview with The 
News m New York, he sounded upbeat about the prospects 
of h!s peace mission, which he said would be strengthened 
once the draft resolution on Afghanistan at the UN General 
Assembly is ado^. W^tion authorises his mission 

to pciSISt W-ia--i@^^»i^.|[|Bg,|!g^jvj^j|^^ .gg^ ■ 

Afgliani.sfan. 

But while such resolutions may lift Mestiri's spirits these ' 
cannot brighten u}) the chances of normalcy in the 5trife- 
ndclon country Tlie plan that Mestiri is pedcllii,^ attempts 
to do the imp(.ssible: to bring the Afglian groups around tlie 
negotiating table and mid^^ttem td^^ down from th'-ir 
yeai£-()id i)osiDon.s. in the past, simUar attempts to g\un the 
dmded .\fghans together — tlie famous Islamabad and Pe- 
s^.awar accords - failed miserably to achieve this end. 
Nothing on the groimd has changed to suggest th^t Mestiri 
can do It now what could not be done previously 

That, however, is not an argument for packing up the UN 
iwjsion ar.d abandoning Afghanistan. If noth.in'» els#.-*the 
rv.iS.s.on has a huge symbolic significance. It shows that the 
wr rf eaj-es about the people of a countiT who lyre reapinii 
tlic bitter harvest of fighting history's biggest proxy xvar It 
also ensures that Afglianistan does noV become a goat 
among the buzkashi-playing regional pbweis tliat have been 
trying to mark theu- domains of influence 

W^iat it^does argue for is that the diplomatic effort to find 
peace in Afgliantstan ought to fodtis more on the outside 
parties^, primarily, Pakistan and Iran. These two coimtries 
along wth the Taliban have to reach an agreement <w what 
needs to be done in Afghanistan. As experience suggests, 
the tiissle among Afghanistan's external actors has dways 
-spiHed inside the country, aggravatii^g its peace problems. 

Unce Lssucs have been sorted out between Iran and Pak- 
Ifiah r "i J'^'l"^ ^i^ch.has been smoothened after 
igh-level official dialogue between the t^vo, starting from 
nme Minister Benoxir Bhutto's recent Tehran visit - it will 
be easier to put the el(>ments of a practical peace plan into 
) ace {| will afeo be easier to block tlie negative engagement 
oi liuiiu m Afghani: ran, which is w0i'.ieniM*n already bad 
;m.a(.ion. ^2/21 
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R^hel fails to make it to Kabul 



From Khan 

•PESHAWAR: US Assistant Secretary 
.of State for South Asian Affairs, 
/Robin Raphel ecnid wmage to 
land in Kabul oh Monday to meet 
.Afghan President BuAanuddin Rab=^ 
bani and was flown to Bagram air- 
base in a UN special plane to see for- 
mer defence minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

Raphel was sch^iied to visit 
Kabul in the morning having a 
overnight stay at Haji Qadeer's Jalal- 
abad house on Sunday where she 
had air dashed from Mazar-i-Sharif 
in the evening. The American held 
detailed talks with Rashid Dostum 
and later with Governor Nangarhar, 
Haji Qadeer, Maulavi Yunas Khalis, 
Maulavi Muhammadi and Prof 
Sayyaf to discuss future prospects of 
Afghan crisis. Qadeer, sources said, 
t|ild the visiting American that the 

crisis would not end until Rabbani- 
Sayyaf duo quits. 

- Her \^t to Kabul, sources saidj 
was cancelled due to sec^m^ pmb- 
iems as Taliban students iSl^, 
armed with 'anti-akcraft weapons, 
have besieged Afghan capital for 
over a month. Raphel was received 
at Bagram airbase by Masood and 
Mghanistan's deputy forei^ 
ter Ghafooizai. She flew to Pe- 
shawar the same day. 

In Jalalabad, Ms Raphel told local 
TV that her country was still con- 
cerned about Afghanistan and was 
interei^ to resioisilm <^ peace in 
1M wsmr^ttered country. "We have 
no favourite among Afghan groups 
and my country was fully behind UN 
efforts to resolve the crisis", Raphel 
told in a.brief TV interview. It is stiU 
not clear whether the US official has 
any plan td meet Tsdiban leaders m 
Kandahar or holds t^ wi^ lepre^ 

seiibives in Pakistan. 

She also plans to meet Hikmatyar 
party's as Hezb-i-Islami has already 
assigned the job to' Qutuddin HUal, 
deputy to Hikmatyar. Raphel is ex- 
pected to meet UN specisd envoy on 
Afghanistan Mahmoud MesSM In Is- 
lamabad on Friday. _. . ^ 

US official, reporters informed, 
was cautious m making comments 



when asked whetl\^ or not her 
country was interested in bringing 
former Afghan king back. 

Her earlier comments which were 
re^rted in a local Pashto newspaper i 
^ Monday quoting Raphel as saying 1 
that Zahir Shah was tcH> ^# sadr^ 
could not run a government in 
Afghanistan effectively, however, 
sent a wave of resentment among 
Afghans,: specially supporters of 



APP adds: Raphel said the latest 
propo^ ddis lof ^ resignatiMi of 
President Burhaimddin Rabbani iand 
the creation of an interim ruling 
council made up of varies nwing 
factional leaders. 

"I have had a long discussion 
wttK eommaifiier Masoud covering 
many issues," Raphel said. "We are 
talking about ,i^rious optioM tot 
transfer of power" The US is eager 
to help establish ' a stable 
Afghanistan, in part 'to euro the' 
spi^A'd'^bF Warring ' factions-.' Iftto! 
i^tte" liarts ©f S©tttli Asia, Raphel 
said. 

She cited fears of Afgharistan 
being used as a training ground for 
terrorists and country's already 
massive drug cultivation industry 
"We haw a 'mf mmg foreign pol- 
icy interest in seeing a stable 
Afghanistan," she said^Hi^ said 
Washington would be prepared to 



provide assistance for reconstr^ic; 

Before meeting here with Ma- 
sood, Rapl^ileld ta|ks with two re- 
gional leaders^- Uzbek General 

., Abdul Rashid Dostam in his north- 
^ ern stronghold of Mazar-e-Sa^«i^| 
Abdul Qadir, governor of ea^nr 
city of Jalalabad. 

Raphel also strongly denied sup- ! 
ge^ns that the United States had 
abandoned Afghanistan foUowing 
the 1989 Soviet pullout and the end 
of the Cold War. "It's unfair to say 
we ve lost interest in Afghanistan," 
she said. "^We have a very strong for- 
eign policy interest in seeing a sta- 
ble Afghanistan. 

"With an unstable Afgliii^t^ 
comes "the potential for the insta- 
bility to spiJI over into the region " 
she said. Related problems include 
narcotics cultivation and traffick- 
ing" and "training camps for terror- 
ists who then move out of 
Afghanistan into other parts of lte 
world," she added. , 

Meanwhile, Rabbani officials i 
Monday claimed its forces had de- 
stroyed three Taliban jets. The gov- 
^^^^^^^couid not be immedi- 

THE NEWS 
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Heavy Fighting Continues 
on Outskirts of Kabul 



>rhe Afghan govornnenthas held 
the Taleban rebels to positions jUst 
outside the capital of Kabul during 
three weeks of heavy fighting as the 
United States undertook its highest- 
level negotiations in Afghanistan in 
years, tl»tJiiMNationsmiiji^ned 
its efforts to forge a ceaseUrl iffld 
trimsfer of power, and Afghan Presi- 
dent Burhannudin Rabbani began 
negotiations with neutral Afghan 
factions and repeated his stance that 
he is willing to step down if a "rea- 
sonaMe nseii^i^l^*' is in ptiK». 

During mote than two months of 
setbacks, Rabbani's forces havebeen 
reduced to-holding well ^mder one- 
fourth of Afghanistan's territory. 
Government forces cmrently only 
control Kabul and the provinces of 
Parwan and Kapissa ■^mmM^Ut' 
north. It howem s©&ais Ukdy &m 
the govmimentffiny idon reclaim 



BaMfsn pitMnce to tiie nort|weit. 
of Kabul from &e Shiite Hezb iS- 
Wahdat which Ofitured it in mid- 
Ofctober. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State 
for South Asian Affairs, Robin 

Stan 1b Octoixt Mttg which 
she met with government und r^l 
military leaders. While the United 
State s officially claims that it has no 



where she met opposition warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dustom. S©^ 
the meeting, Dustom announced thSt 
if Rabbani had not stepped down in 
two weeks time, he would join the 
attack on Ki*ul. Attempts to nego- 
tiate a military alliai^ Ifetween 
Dustom and 'Mi^ m &^m 
be well advanced though they have 
notyetbeensuccessful. The Taleban 
and Dustom now control nearly 
three-fourths of Afghanistan. Adual 
imckon Kabul could be fatal for the 
. gvc""nent. [ ^ T,mm',m *s^- 
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favorites among the different ^f 
ghan factions, there have been alle- 
gations are being 
secr^ MMsil^ supported by the 
IMed Sm^ lt^ms^ Pakistan. 



Dustom 

Raphel began her tmtt, in th 
aoithera city of Mi^ar-i^Stiari 



Meeting With U.S. Official, Dustom Says 
He May Join Attaek mt Capital " ,, 




'There is a limit to how long ^e 
can wait," Dustom said on Oct 31. 
'*Two weeks ^id»^ be imough to 
I»ove whetho- Rabbani will resign, 
OSierwise we will have to consider 
other options. We cannot sit back." 

Dustom-Taleban negotiations 
have been going on since June, but 
there are many obstacles to an alU- 
mx^ inchiding the ficl lite: 
the Ta^iui em^^edlist year one of 
their biggest complaints was the 
willingness of both Rabbani and 
Hezb al-Islami leader Gulbuddin 
Hekmetyar to even countenance 
working with Dustom, a former com- 
munist gener^ who Imds m eteic 
Udiek niilitia and inho^^ tte bulk 
of the former communist 
government's army. However to 
what extent such statements were 
based on principle or mere political 
posturing is unclear. In the past, the 
Taleban also criticized tibe lM@niMng 



they heavily bombarded civiliui dis- 
tticts in Kabul. 

"We had long talks with the 



Taleban and so far there is nothing 
to suggest that we cannot woric to- 
^th^," Dustom^Miil^lis m^ 
ing with Ri^h^ TWe have dis- 
cussed power-sharing arrange- 
miMits." • 

Positions of Russia 



Dustom is however heavily de- 
pendent on Russia and Uzbekistan 
both of whom are very wary of the 
Taleban which they haye described 
as-m-MmmM' fi^^m and 
Mmtmm-ti^imi^, Bmi^ has 
acknowledged th^ b€#lftgii» and 
Uzbekistan have pressed him to join 
forces with the government against 
the Taleban. It is very unlikely that 
Dustom would do anything to upset 
Rusm iwd lli^eldstan he 
was assiffoi^ «ic^^ ctf 
funding and weaponry. It is still not 
clear whether Raphel promised 
Dustom such support from the 
United States. 



Mean while aides4io Rabbani have 
held a series of meetings in the 

tral factions, mostn^l^Ay iie Younis 
Khalis faction of the Hezb al-Islami. 

Abdurrab Rasul Sayyaf, leader 
of the Ittehad-i-Islami party and a 
Rabbani ally, and government min- 
ister Mohammad Sediq Chakari 
have met with Khalis as well as the 
n^itiitliiBtkatlnqilab-i-Islamifac- 
tion and a neutral cotim:il ruling the 
Nangarhar province, of which 
Jalalabad is the capital. Nangarhar 
is the only Afghan province admin- 
istered by a neutral council and all 
Afghan factions aie refnciew^ in 
the city making it an ided fcn- 
negotis^ons. 

Jalalabad 

Negotiations 

It has been rumoredl 
Rabbani's delegation was discuss- 
ing a possible transfer of power, but 
it was not clear if the team had any 
7 



contact with Taleban leaders in 
Jalalabad or the larger Hezb al-Islami 
faction led by Hekmetyar. It is pos- 
sib^te thai Khalis is playing an nier- 
mediate role betvmi^ HiM^ and 
other factions. 

Rabbani has said in the past that 
he is willing to step down in favor of 
a "reasonable mechanism" consist- 
ing of an interim council represent- 
ing different Afghan factions. 

U.N. special envoy Mal»B^}iKl 
Mestiri' haskm»^^$l^mmfmm!i6 
all factions to accept at least a tem- 
porary ceasefire to allow negotia- 
tions to take place on a transfer of 
power from Rabbani. However 
Rabbani as well as other Islamnic 
factions including those led by 
Hekmetyar, Khalis, and Sayyaf have 
in the past criticized U.N. efforts to 
install a secular, royalist govern- 
ment. The recent Jalalabad negotia- 
tions were initiated by Rabbani and, 

Aziz Morad, had nothing to do with 
Mestiri's efforts. , , , , ,^ 

^ . .. V . ; -t^ mm 11/3 



Dostum plap the kingmaker in Afghaiiistan 



By Fahd Husain 

ISLAMABAD — ^In the eomplex 
hotch potch of Afghan military poli- 
tics, the only certainty is more uncer- 
tainty. However, for the last few ' 
montfis, all roads, including those from 
Islamabad and Tehran, seem to be 
leading to one place — Mazar-e-Shar- 
if, the headquarters of the powerful 
Uzbek warlord General Abdul Rash- 
eed Dostum. 

In the present situation, Dostum is 
playing the role of a kingmalcer. A 
former Communist who is also per- 
haps the only Afghan leader with a 

penchant for exquisitely tailored dou- 
ble-breasted suits and flashy ties, 
Dostum is busy receiving delegations 
from Kabul, Tehran and Islamabad, 
all wainting him to throw his weight 
behind them. But so far, Dostum has 
preferred to keep his cards close to his 
chest and remain-non-committal— at 
least militarily. He can afford to do so. 

Tht i^son is simple: in an evenly- 
matched struggle for dominance be- 
tween President Burhanuddin Rabba- 
ni and theTaliban, Dostum can tilt the 
bialance in favour of whomsoever he 
opts to join. With a battle-hardened 
force of Uzbeks supported by a con- 
siderable array of fighter aircraft at his 
disposal, Dostum has the might to 
become the deciding player if he jumps 
into the fray^ All sides are therefore 
making a bee-line to Mazy-e-Sharif 
to court his favour. 

The late^ m do SIJ Is Ir^'s Deputy 
Foreign Minister Alauddin Broujerdi 
who held talks with him in order to 
win him over to Rabbani's camp. Pa-^ 
kistan's Foreign Minister Sardar As- 
eff Ali has already travelled to Mazar- 
e-Sharif twice, the last time coincid- 
ing with Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to's trip to Iran. Prime Minister Bhutto 
»vAj nad jetted straight from Tehran to 
llzb^^taii fmm iay Mp.lPhe reason 
for this airdash was not difficult to 
comprehend: Uzbekistan wields a tre- 
mendous amount of influence on 
Dostum because of the ethnic connec- 
tion. In addition, it is an open secret 
that Uzbekistan has consistently been 
providing diplomauc, military and fi- 
nancial support td©€^m. Some say, 
Uzbekistan is Dostum's lifeline; his 
source of power and clout. 

So far, Pakistan appears to have an 
edge over Iran as f^r as Dostum is 
concerned. Uzbeks are one of the three 
main ethnic groups which constitute 
Afghanistan, the other two being the 



Pukhtoons and the Tajiks. Strategists 
maintain that as long two of the three 
are together, Afghanistan can never 
break up; such an eventuality only 
arising when all three decide to go their 
own For fttfdstan too, the prime 
concern has been to keep at least two 
of the three 6h its side. With Rabbani 
and his Tajiks openly .hostile to 
Islamabad, it is vital that Dostum is 
kept on board. Pukhtoon&,lktfve tiiidi- 
tionally sided with Pakistan; their geo- 
graphical proximity to. (and thus eco- 
nomic dependence on) Pakistan being 
a foremost reason. . i 

On the surface, Dostum has been 
indulging in anti-Rabbani rhetoric, 
which is music to Pakistan's ears. In a 
condolence message sent to Pakistwi 
after the ransacking of the Pakistaai 
embassy in Kabul, Dostum had ac- 
cused Rabbani of the act and had con- 
demned him in strong words. In the 
same vein, he has again held Rabbani 
responsible for the Peshawar bomb ' 
blast and in yet another condolence 
message to Pakistan, stated in plain 
words that it is the doing of the Kabul 
regi me " wh ich is not sincere to its own ' 
country". 



But th^ friendly gestures towards 
Pakistan have not translated into 
Dostum actually joining hands with 
the Taliban to oust Rabbani from Ka- 
bul. Perhaps Pakistan was countingon ' 
this eve^iliidMy! i^iiiiff 
dent statements about the imminent 
fall of Kabul. Perhaps Pakistan had not 
taken into account the jstrange com- 
plexities of Afghan rivalries. 

If Rabbani has been spitting venom 
against Dostum in the past, the Taliban 
have not been far behind. Rabbani had 
gone as far as to have :a Fatwa pro* 
nounced against Dostuin by a Saudi 
cleric. But Taliban too had stated that 
they would never join forces with a 
(former) Communist and a "Kafir". In 
recent days both the i Taliban and 
Rabbani have toned down their rheto- 
ric against Dostum. Biit old wounds 
heal slowly. Kabul; Kandahar* 
IslMnflltd and Tehran, all realise that 
Dostum holds the trump card, the key 
to power. But Dostum too is aware of 
this. It is thus not surprising that the 
more people run to him, the more he 
will play hard-to-get. : 
NATION 12/30-/35. 



Rabbani's 
delegation holds 
talks with Dostum 
in Majai-i-Slmrif 

ffm RabimMllali Yuiufzai 

PESHAWA&: i^r the first time in 
over two years, a high-level delega- 
tion of the Rabbani government 
reached Mazar-i-Sharif in northern 
Afghanistan Me Friday to hold rec- 
onciliation talks with Gen. Rasheed 
Dostum. 

Informed sources said the dele- 
^M'kicluded Dr Abdur Rahman, a 
close aide of Kabul's top military 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
I^resident Rabbani's spokesman Aziz 
Murad and Shiite leader Ustad Ak- 
bari, who heads the breakaway 
Hezb-i-Wal>dat faction. 

Dr Abteriialnnan's plane report- 
edly landed in Mazar -i-Sharif shortly 
after the arrival of Iran's Deputy For- 
eign Minister Allauddin Broiyerdi, 
¥W fe#%e^ striving to medttate be- 
tween Rabbani and Dostum for a 
couple of months. In fact, Brou- 
jerdi's present ti ip, fourth in the cur- 
rent R^nth, was aimed at convincing 



" Dostiun IQ^ liKseive Rabbani in Mazar- 
i-Sharif. 

It was learnt that Dr Abdur Rah- 
man's trip to Mazar-i-Sharif was de- 
signed to pave the way for Rabbani's 
visit. Sources in Mazar-i-Sharif said 
that despite Broujerdi's efforts Dos- 
tum was reluctant to receive Dr 
Abdur Rahman in Mazar-i^Sharif. 
However, it seertis an understanding 
w«if eventually reached and the 
plane carrying the delegation from 
Kabul was allowed to land in Mazar- 
i-Sharif. Still the delegation kept 
waiting in the aircraft at 'the airport 
for about 20 minutes imtil clearance 
was obtained from Dostum. Later, 
the «lelegation was flown to 
Shiberghan in ' a helicopter for t 
meeting with Dostum. The delega- 
tion flew back to Kabul Saturday 
morning. Broiy erdi was scheduled to 
^^msm^haxiiby Saturday 



Sources said the meeting betuwsim.^ 
Dostum and Dr Abdur Rahman was 
tense and unproductive. The two 
sides made complaints against each 
other and recalled how they were let 
down in the past. Dostum reportedly 
pointed out how he was dubbed an 
ii^l# i^t^MonM by mvi 
'jehad' was declared against him. Dr 
Abdur Rahman is reported to have 
complained that Dostum joined their 



8 



enemies ana lougnt agaum tne Kab- 
bani government. 

' The meeting Avas inconclusive due 
to the fact that Dostum wanted to 
consult Hezb-i-Islami Chief Gultoddin 
Hekmatyar and Hezb-i-Wahdat leader 
Karim Khalili, his two allies in the 
Supreme Coordination Council of Is- 
lamk RevolutkHi of Mghanistan (SC- 
CIRA) before making up his mind 
about reconciliation with Rabbani. 
The SCCIRA has in the past de- 



President Rabbani, formation of a 
neutral interim government and re- 
moval of Rabbani-Masood forces 

Even if there was no immediate 
breakthrough in the talks between 
Dostum and Dr Abdur Rahman, the 
very fact that a high-level delegation 
landed m Mazar-i-Sharif after over 
two years was in itself a meyor devel- 
opment. Dr Abdur Rahman had 

1\e£^^ and Moscow with Eiy^tes 

first time that he was received in 
Dostum's northern Afglianistan 
citadel. 

Chi Friday, Dr Abdur Rahman held 
talks with Hezb-i-Wahdat chief Karim 
Khalili in Bamian province. Appar- 
ently, that meeting was also arranged 
by Broujerdi, who appeiffis to 
for luring Rabbani's opponents into 
joining a broad-based government so 
tliat it wins some legitimacy. 

AFP adds: Iran has urged Dostum 
to promote a settlement to the 
Afghan civil war through talks with 
Rabbani, Dostum's spokesittdri Md 
Saturday 

Dostum told Broiyerdi Friday that 
he was not against negotiations "in- 
volving" all Afghan groups including 
the Taliban, said toe spokesman, 
Sibghatullah Zaki. 

Zaki said Dostmn will personally 
attjsnd a meeting of tie four-party 
Afghan opposition coalition due in 
Mazar-i-Sharif Tuesday to decide a 
response to Rabbani's offer for talks 
witli rivals. 

Dostum's National Islamic Move- 
ment is part of the coalition, called 
the Supreme Coordination Council of 
the Islamic RevoliiSdtt In Afglianiifc 
(SCCIRA). 

Other members of the alliance are 
former. Afghan Premier Gulbaddin 
Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-lslami, former 
Pr^^itent Sibghalii^ Mojaddedi's 
Jabbah Nijat-e-Milli and the Shiite 
Hezb-i-Wahdat faction. 



Where is Ahmed 
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Kom ismaii wian 

PESMWAK: Wfiere is AMnad Shah 
Masood, the Afghan military com- 
mander who is the force behind the 
beleaguered government of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani? 

This is the most frequently-a^«d 
question by Afghans and othtrantio 
keep a close watch on the events in 
Afghanistan. For the last over two 
weeks, Taliban leaders at their head 
tifee te Kfffldahar wWle quoting in- 
formation from the besieged Afghan 
capital Kabul say Masood was seri- 
ously wounded during fierce fighting 
in early October when Taliban in 
their second push captured some 
^S^c positidhs around Kabii S04 
was "subsequently flown either to 
India or France for medical treat- 
ment. Since long, Masood's terms 
with the French are known to be 
good, therefore there are some ru- 
mours that he has been flown to 
France for medical treatment. Pak- 
istan on November 27 had ordered a 
French aid agency Madera to close 
down its operations after intelligence 
report ti^^ed M tti^ i^Wig 
Rabbani and Masood. 

A top-ranking Taliban leader 
Maul\'i Ihsanullah claims Masood has 
been killed but says that announce- 
fwwtfete^ect wodd not be made 
until its confirmation. He, like other 
Taliban leaders, asked journalists to 
verify whetlier Masood has been seen 
, in public in the last two weeks and as- 
eertained his vi^ereatoit^ ^ 
Afghan Pushto newspaper also re- 
ported Masood having been wounded 
in the fightingn^d that Kabul televi- ' 
sion has not reported about his activ- 
ities of-late. These events have fueled • 
the speculations s^ut the wh#re- 
abouts of Masood. Known more as a' 
military commander rather thar. a 
politician, Rabbani's top-gun prefers 
a l^poMe and npfces occasional 
af^iTMifef ©n television. A Kabul- 
based foreign correspondent con- , 
firmed having not seen the military 
■ commander for quite some time. 

Kabul's defence minister had been 
the most famous mirtary comma:idQr 
during the Afghan Jehad and had 
been referred to as the 'lion of Pan- 
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Shah Masood? 

jsher'. Those who watch the Afghan 
situation wonder how would that 
country look like sans Masood. TaL- i 

iban believe if he is really dead, Rab- 
government is gone. 

NEWS 12/30 




taliban publicly 
execute murderer 

F^. Report 

PESHAWAR — Taliban under 
Islamic punishment of Qisas exe- 
cuted a murderer by putting him 
before a firing squad in Pul-i- 
Alam, Logar. in the fi|ga;.week of 
the new year. ^ , 

f^Biiii s6ttf@es %eie a 
few months ago Abdul Rahiin 
had murdered Mohammad Shafiq 
over a pity dispute in Pui-i-Alam 
area of Logar province. The rela- 
tives of the deceased reported the 
matter to local Taliban shoora. 
V\^thin a week the murderer 
Abdul Rahim was arrested and 
after a trial he was awarded 
death penalty in pubhc. ' 

On Thursday the gc^^or bf 
Logar Maulvi Mohammad Kabir 
during a public meeting at Pul-i- 
Alam read out the verdict of 
Taliban Qazis. Before the execu- 
tion Taliban leaders sought the 
opinion of the relatives of the de- 
ceased. Hamm, they refused to 
forgive the murderer or accept the 
Pjyat ('compensation money). 
Later in the presence of hundreds 
<rf people the broth^ of the de- 
ceased was given a klaishiiikbv.' 
who carried out the execution by 
fWQg s^iM shots at the murder- 
et 

_ Speaking, on the occasion, the 
Taliban leaders said their aim 
was to 'feMce' Siariat in 
Afchanistan, 
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